CONTEXT:
CAPC has seen an increase in the number of proposals coming through to remove General Education attributes. Alone this would not be a concern, but in several cases the preparers have been explicit that they intend to request that the attribute be added back in short order (e.g., next year when they “have more time” to deal with meeting criteria). Coupled with an increase in proposals to add back recently removed attributes (e.g., WRT after a program’s choice to remove during the most recent revalidation), this creates a major advising concern. Students already have difficulty negotiating the Gen Ed curriculum. Trying to identify courses that meet requirements when attributes are on-off-on-again within a couple of years creates an undue burden for both students and advisors in identifying relevant courses. We would anticipate a significant uptick in course substitutions. It may also create inequities by putting some students at a unique disadvantage (e.g., students less likely to consult their advisor before registration, students less likely to know they can submit a substitution). The relatively rapid changing of attributes on-off-on also creates an undue administrative burden on the Registrar’s staff and opens up avenues for errors in the system. 

In short, this timeline requirement is necessary to reduce undue advising and administrative complications when a Gen Ed attribute is removed and then quickly added back.

		
TIMELINE FOR ADDING/REMOVING ATTRIBUTES: 
Beginning with the Spring 2026 semester, any course that had or has an Academic Foundations, Distributed Disciplinary, and/or Additional Baccalaureate attribute(s) removed, either by program choice or by CAPC administrative process, cannot propose to add the attribute(s) back for 4 years after the implementation term of the removal as indicated in CIM*. 

Examples:
If a new proposal to add an attribute is submitted in January 2026, it will be reviewed for whether, and if so when, that attribute was removed previously to determine the implementation term. The 4 year wait would begin as of that prior implementation term. For example, if the attribute was removed effective Spring 2025, the earliest it could be added back would be Spring 2029.

If a new proposal to remove an attribute is submitted in January 2026, the 4 year wait would begin with the implementation semester of that removal. For example, if the removal is implemented for Spring 2027, the earliest the attribute could be added back would be Spring 2031.

*Rare exceptions for due cause will be considered on an individual basis, as needed.
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