
Spring 2022 Graduate English Course Descriptions 
 

ENG 501: Critical Theory Dr. Will Nessly                     Thursdays 7:15 – 10 pm 
 

Critical Theory – the second of two courses in the English M.A. core – is a graduate course that examines 
various methods of theoretical analysis and critique associated with the discipline of literary, cultural, and 
rhetorical analysis. We will practice the conventions of reading, notating, writing, and speaking publicly 
about theory, and produce a final scholarly paper that might later be utilized as a conference presentation. 

 
We will try to practice theory as we learn it. In the first third of the course, we will touch on some of the 
major theoretical currents of the past century – Humanism, Marxism, psychoanalysis, structuralism, and 
deconstruction (always noting how these major categories shaped and were shaped by such sub-categories 
as sex, gender, race, and nationality) – to examine why these movements came to be, and how 
(successfully or not) they aimed to shape the way we understand, for example, capitalism, the human 
subject, the making of meaning in the social world, and the ever-present role of uncertainty wherever 
meaning gets (un)made. The second third of the course will focus on cutting edge expressions of theory in 
academic journals and other mainstream sources, with an eye toward finding recent theoretical texts that 
attract you as a reader, thinker, and writer. The final third of the class will be dedicated to producing and 
performing our own theoretical work, in writing and other non-alphabetic modes. 

 
Track What ENG 501 fulfills 
LIT, thesis + non-thesis This course fulfills the English M.A. core requirement 
WTC, thesis + non-thesis This course fulfills the English M.A. core requirement 
CRW This course fulfills the English M.A. core requirement 

 
About the instructor: William Nessly is an associate professor of English at West Chester University, 
specializing in Asian American literature, transnational American studies, and postcolonial and narrative 
theory. His current book project, The Polycentric Transpacific: Intra-Asian Conflict and Japanese 
Imperialism in Asian American Literature reexamines Asian American and Pacific Islander fiction, drama 
and poetry through the historical context of Japan’s colonial empire (1895-1945), with a particular focus on 
intra-Asian conflict and the use of formal techniques to symbolize colonial power relations.	
 	
 
 
ENG 506: Critical Pedagogies & Literacies    Dr. Michael Burns     Mondays 7:15 – 10 pm 
 
This course introduces students to two complementary bodies of literature: critical literacy and critical 
pedagogy. Students will analyze the educational system's role in maintaining or challenging diverse values, 
policies, and interests. To do so, students will ask questions about what we teach, how we teach, who we 
teach, and who we are as teachers: questions designed to frame the educational system socially, politically 
and institutionally. 
 

Track What ENG 506 fulfills (Non-canonical requirement, too) 
LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course is a regular elective in the Literature Track and the 

non-canonical requirement 
WTC, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a requirement in the WTC track and the 

non-canonical requirement. 
CRW This course fulfills the requirement for an elective and a non-

canonical requirement 
 



About the instructor: Dr. Burns earned his doctorate at the University of Illinois at Urbana–Champaign  
Interests: African American Rhetorics; Composition and Rhetoric; Rhetoric and the Built Environment; 
Teaching Non-Traditional College Students. 
 
 

 
ENG 508:  Writing Seminar Dr. Kristine Ervin                  Tuesdays 4:25 – 7:10 pm 
 
As an introduction into the reading and writing of creative nonfiction, we will explore central questions of 
the genre and responses to them by authors of creative nonfiction, as we closely examine the form of the 
extended essay, which includes such types as the braided essay, the lyric essay, the personal essay, the travel 
essay, and the narrative essay. As we explore these forms, you will analyze elements of craft—such as 
narration, dialogue, scene development, imagery, figurative language, character development, the presence or 
non-presence of the I and subjectivity, the historicizing of the subject, and shifting points of view—and then 
draw upon this analysis to craft your own nonfiction and to learn where you see the boundaries of the genres 
existing, if they do at all.    
 
As we move further into analyzing and writing in the genre, we will discuss what makes creative nonfiction a 
slippery genre.  For example, what role does the imagination play in a nonfiction text?  How accurate or 
inaccurate is memory? What about recollected dialogue? What about the narrative I? Even Mary 
Rowlandson’s Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson, published in 1682, 
acknowledges, through the use of third person in the title, the construction of the I as a character, so how can 
the created self be authentic? When does changing some of the details bleed into just plain lying? What are 
the ethics of representing others, especially in a genre fraught with real-world risks? 
 
Track What ENG 508 fulfills 
LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course is a FREE elective (allowed 1 free elective). 
WTC, thesis and non-thesis This course is a FREE elective (allowed 1 free elective). 
CRW This course fulfills one of the four workshop requirements. 
 
About the instructor: Kristine S. Ervin holds an MFA in Poetry from New York University and a Ph.D. in 
Creative Writing and Literature, with a focus in creative nonfiction, from the University of Houston. Her 
work has appeared in Crab Orchard Review, Brevity, Passages North, and Silk Road, and her essay 
"Cleaving To" was named a notable essay in the 2013 edition of Best American Essays. Her memoir, about 
searching for answers and agency in the aftermath of her mother's murder is currently on submission. 
 
 

 
ENG 509 Writing Seminar in the Novel      Prof. Maureen McVeigh    Wednesdays 7:15- 10 pm 
 
Track What ENG 508 fulfills 
LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course is a FREE elective (allowed 1 free elective). 
WTC, thesis and non-thesis This course is a FREE elective (allowed 1 free elective). 
CRW This course fulfills one of the four workshop requirements. 



 
 
ENG 550: History, Form, & Ideology Dr. Rachel Banner            Thursdays 4:25 - 7:10 pm 
 
This course acts as an introduction to the ways that the three terms comprising the course title—history, 
form, and ideology—inform crucial theoretical approaches to English Studies. The three keywords will serve 
to structure our various approaches to our course’s primary theoretical readings and secondary texts. Our 
weekly course readings and meetings will focus on introducing students to and helping them implement 
elements of historicist and New Historicist criticism, formalist criticism, actor-network theory and ideology 
critique in their own studies. Alongside assigned theoretical and critical texts, students should expect to read 
some short stories, poetry, and  memoirs from a range American writers, from the nineteenth century 
forward. Major assignments include a formal in-class presentation, a multi-modal concept mapping project, 
and a final research essay that includes a literature review (approx. length of 10-12 pages). 
 
 

Track What ENG 550 fulfills 
LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course is a required course in the Literature Track. 

 
WTC, thesis and non-thesis 

This course fulfills the requirement to take either ENG 550 or 
ENG 560 in the WTC track; it can also serve as a regular 
elective if one has already taken ENG 560. 

CRW This course fulfills the requirement for an elective 
 

About the instructor:  Ph.D. University of Pennsylvania, 2013; Associate Professor of English at West 
Chester University of PA; Union member - APSCUF. I specialize in the areas of early African American 
literature, 19th-century American literature, and the subfield of Law & Literature. My work has appeared 
in ESQ: A Journal of Nineteenth-Century American Literature; Callaloo: A Journal of African Diaspora 
Arts & Letters; J19: The Journal of Nineteenth-Century Americanists. I have a forthcoming essay in the 
anthology The Oxford Companion to Ralph Waldo Emerson, Ed. Christopher Hanlon. My in-progress 
book manuscript has the working title An Intimate History of Domestic Violence in Early American 
Literature, 1770-1870. 
 
ENG 566: Greek Myths  Dr. Eric Dodson-Robinson         Wednesdays 4:25-7:10PM  
This class will explore Greek oral-derived epic, lyric poetry, tragedy (including performance 
theories), and, to a lesser extent, Greek philosophical mythologizing. While the focus will be 
largely on the myths, we’ll also consider their cross-cultural genesis, reception, transmission, and 
transformation, along with ancient and contemporary attempts either to appropriate or to discard 
the Greek mythic tradition.  

 
 

Track What ENG 566 fulfills 
LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills the course in literature before 1660 

requirement on the Literature track. It is also serves as a 
regular elective. 

 
WTC, thesis and non-thesis 

 
This course fulfills a regular elective on the WTC track. 

CRW This course fulfills the requirement for an elective. 

 
About the instructor: Dr. Dodson is a comparatist specializing in ancient literatures and their 



receptions. He has published Revenge, Agency, and Identity from European Drama to Asian Film 
(Brill, 2019), Brill's Companion to the Reception of Senecan Tragedy (Brill, 2016; ed.), and 
articles focusing on classical literature and its reception. 

 
 
 
ENG 616 Research Methods in WTC Dr. Justin Rademaekers           Tuesdays 7:15-10 pm 

 
ENG 616 (Research Methods in WTC) will offer instruction in a variety of primary research methods used by 
scholars in Writing Studies. We will study and practice methods ranging from qualitative (both teacher-research and 
non-classroom-based) to archival to survey-based. The goals of the course are to help you become conversant in the 
range of methods available to researchers in the field; to help you think through issues of study design/execution; 
and to consider issues regarding research ethics (including familiarity with Institutional Review Boards). While 
we'll explore and practice the methods we study, the major project for the course will be a proposal for a study that 
could conceivably become a thesis proposal (or a grant proposal, or the like). 

 
 

Track What ENG 616 fulfills 
LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a regular elective requirement. 
WTC, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a capstone experience requirement. 
CRW This course fulfills a regular elective requirement. 

 

About the instructor: Dr. Rademaekers specializes in composition studies research and rhetorical theory 
with an emphasis on rhetoric and writing across the curriculum. His recent research has focused on 
disciplinary conceptions of critical thinking across the curriculum, inter- and trans- disciplinary 
collaborative writing in fields such as sustainability, and the rhetoric of science. He has published his 
scholarly research in journals such as The Journal of Technical Writing and Communication, Across the 
Disciplines, Double Helix: A Journal of Critical Thinking and Writing, and The WAC Journal and in 
edited collections such as Climate Consciousness and Environmental Activism in Composition 
(Lexington). Dr. Rademaekers currently serves on the Executive Committee of the international 
Association for Writing Across the Curriculum. 
 
 

PUBLISHING CERTIFICATE COURSE 

 
ENG 515: Technical, Scientific, & Medical Editing Dr. Kyle Vealey   
ASYNCHRONOUS ONLINE 
 

Please Note: Publishing Certificate Course; online course; permission of instructor required 
Please email Dr. Vealey with any questions about the course and Dr. Shevlin for permission if you are 
interested in taking this course! 
 

This online graduate course will provide an introduction to the rhetorical principles and practices of editing 
in technical, scientific, and medical contexts. Though you may not yourself become a professional or 
technical editor, you will most likely be asked to edit and provide actionable feedback on the writing of 
others. In this course, we will study what technical, scientific, and medical editing is, how the terrain of 
editing is shifting today, what roles editors play in various kinds of organizations, and the diverse processes 
used to get the work of editing done. 



  

As Carolyn Rude (2002) suggests, to prepare students to be effective editors today, we need to re-imagine the 
work of editing as a form of design or information architecture. As Rude notes, editing “begins with a sense 
of the document in use. Various text features, including the grammatical sentences, organization, style, 
illustrations, and visual design, are materials for the designers of documents in the way that cement and steel 
are materials for the designers of bridges” (p. 1).  In keeping with this understanding, we will approach 
editing as encompassing not only sentence-level grammatical corrections but also the production, 
management, and revision of documents and artifacts that function well for their intended users. 

 
Track What ENG 515 fulfills 
LIT, thesis and non- 
thesis This course serves as a free elective. 

WTC, thesis and non- 
thesis This course serves as a free elective. 

CRW This course serves as a free elective. 
Publishing Certificate This course fulfills the required ENG course or the second elective. 

 
 

** For MA students (LIT, WTC: free): on the LIT, CRW, and WTC track, this course will count as a 
free elective, it will be a regular elective. For MA students, ENG 504 will expose you to the publishing 
field while enabling you to test and apply the skills you are acquiring in whatever track in the MA 
program that you are pursuing. For Publishing Certificate students, this course will fulfill the 
required English component or a second elective and will advance your knowledge of the industry on 
several fronts. 

 

About the instructor:  Dr. Kyle P. Vealey is an Associate Professor of English, specializing in technical 
communication, rhetoric of science, and visual rhetoric. His work across these areas focuses on the rhetorical 
work of storytelling, specifically the telling and circulating of stories that make sense of complex and ill-
defined problems. His scholarship has appeared in Technical Communication, Journal of Business and 
Technical Communication, Journal of Technical Writing and Communication, IEEE Transactions on 
Professional Communication, Rhetoric Review, Journal of Interactive Technology and Pedagogy, 
and Programmatic Perspectives. 

 


