
Graduate Course Description Summer 2021 

 

ENG 503: Introduction to Manuscript, Print, and Digital Cultures 

June 1st through July 16th Remote Asynchronous EXCEPT FOR the following 

three remote synchronous meetings:  

 

06/07/2021 - 06/11/2021   Mo 5:30PM - 8:15PM 

06/28/2021 - 06/28/2021                      Mo 5:30PM - 8:15PM 

07/12/2021 - 07/16/2021                      Mo 5:30PM - 8:15PM 
 

This course studies the history of the creation, production, distribution, circulation, and 

reception of the written word. As it traces how authorship, reading, publishing, and the 

physical properties of texts have altered over time, the course examines, both 

historically and analytically, the intellectual, social, and cultural impact of changing 

communications technologies against the backdrop of our current digital age.  

 

Tracing the book's evolution from manuscript to its present electronic transformations, 

we will consider a variety of questions: How and why did the book and other material 

forms of the written word change physically over time? How were early texts marketed 

and distributed? How have conceptions of authorship altered from era to era and what 

caused these alterations? Who were the past patrons and publishers of texts? What is 

the relationship between oral and print cultures? between oral and digital cultures? 

What judgments can we make about a physical book from its cover, size, type, 

or paper? How have e-books sought to replicate these features? How have technological 

and sociohistorical developments intersected with the history of reading? with the 

history of authorship and that of publishing? How is electronic publishing modifying 

authorship, reading, and publishing and how might it transform these areas in the 

decades ahead? What similarities can we discover among earlier periods of manuscript 

and print cultures and our own times? 

 
Track What ENG 503 fulfills 

Publishing Certificate Required! 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a regular elective 

WTC, thesis and non-

thesis 
This course fulfills a regular elective 

CRW This course fulfills a regular elective. 



 

About the instructor: Dr. Kristin Kondrlik is an Assistant Professor of English at WCU 

and also serves as a co-director of WCU's Business and Technical Writing minor. Her 

research focuses on the intersections of medical rhetoric, print culture and periodicals, 

and nineteenth century medicine and wellness movements. Her scholarship has 

appeared in Victorian Periodicals Review, English Literature in Transition, Composition 

Studies, and Poroi: Project on Rhetoric of Inquiry, . She also co-edited Veg(etari)an 

Arguments in Culture, History, and Practice, published by Palgrave Macmillan in 

December 2020. 

 
 



2021 Invitational Writing Institute
Treat yourself to a life-changing professional experience this summer!

What is an Invitational Institute? 
It is a professional learning community of expe-
rienced teachers who are immersed in learning 
about their own writing and that of their students. 
• Examine classroom practices.
• Study the lastest research on teaching writing.
• Develop teaching writing skills. 

Participants will...
•  Join other experienced teachers to examine your 

classroom practice, study the latest research 
about writing and the teaching of writing, and 
develop your teaching skills

•  Become better prepared for teaching in your 
own classroom and other teachers

•  Learn to engage students in a reading and writ-
ing life

• Find the antidote to teacher burnout
• Discover what happens after “THE END”
•  Write in diverse genres and modes in writing 

workshop
•  Breathe life into tired writing by participating in 

an energetic community of writers
•  Read current professional literature on the 

teaching of writing
•  Experience strategies that work with all stu-

dents, K - 12.
• Explore an issue central to your teaching
•  Create a professional presentation on a writing 

activity  of your choice

Schedule

VIRTUAL SESSIONS (for all Institute Partici-
pants): 9am-1pm on May 1, May 15, June 5, and June 
19

IN PERSON SESSIONS (to be held at WCU main 
campus): Monday – Friday, July 19-23, July 26-30, 
8am – 3pm

“I have become a better writer, better colleague, and a better teacher. I feel armed with the 
tools to make a real change.” -8th grade teacher

What are the benefits? 
Become a Fellow of the National Project
Join a large local and national professional develop-
ment network
Qualify to teach in summer youth programs, present in 
professional development workships as well as select 
graduate courses, and coordinate project courses. 

How do you apply? 
Visit the www.pawlp.org and look under the courses 
tab. Enrollment is limitied. Applications will be re-
viewed on a rolling admissions basis. 


