
Spring 2021  Graduate English Course Descriptions 
 

 

ENG 501  Critical Theory  Dr. Kuhio Walters   M 4:25-7:10pm 

 

Critical Theory – the second of two courses in the English M.A. core – is a graduate course that examines 

various methods of theoretical analysis and critique associated with the discipline of literary, cultural, and 

rhetorical analysis. We will practice the conventions of reading, notating, writing, and speaking publicly 

about theory, and produce a final scholarly paper that might later be utilized as a conference presentation. 

 

We will try to practice theory as we learn it. In the first third of the course, we will touch on some of the 

major theoretical currents of the past century – Humanism, Marxism, psychoanalysis, structuralism, and 

deconstruction (always noting how these major categories shaped and were shaped by such sub-categories 

as sex, gender, race, and nationality) – to examine why these movements came to be, and how 

(successfully or not) they aimed to shape the way we understand, for example, capitalism, the human 

subject, the making of meaning in the social world, and the ever-present role of uncertainty wherever 

meaning gets (un)made. The second third of the course will focus on cutting edge expressions of theory in 

academic journals and other mainstream sources, with an eye toward finding recent theoretical texts that 

attract you as a reader, thinker, and writer. The final third of the class will be dedicated to producing and 

performing our own theoretical work, in writing and other non-alphabetic modes. 
 

Track What ENG 501 fulfills 

LIT, thesis + non-thesis This course fulfills the English M.A. core requirement 

WTC, thesis + non-thesis This course fulfills the English M.A. core requirement 

CRW This course fulfills the English M.A. core requirement 

 
About the instructor: Dr. Kuhio Walters specializes in rhetoric and composition—focusing on visual 

culture, multimedia, and the rhetoric of photography. He regularly presents his research at national 

conferences such as the Rhetoric Society of America (RSA), the College Composition and 

Communication Conference (CCCC), and the convention for the National Council of Teachers of English 

(NCTE). Dr. Walters’ conference presentations include photography and the teaching of writing, the 

rhetoric of disaster photography, the ethics of photojournalism, and a new addition to his research agenda: 

the legacies of photography of the civil rights movement. 

 

 

ENG 508 Writing Seminar            Dr. Kristine Ervin    M 4:25 – 7:10 pm 

 

This course draws upon the discussions and investigations regarding the creative nonfiction genre from 

Creative Nonfiction Workshop I to closely examine the form of the lyric essay.  What is a lyric essay?  

Who writes lyric essays, who or what is the subject of study, and who reads such works?  We will 

examine the social ramifications and guises of the lyric essay by reading and responding to collections of 

various lyric forms.  Additionally, we will examine the travel essay, investigating the theme of a journey 

and how environments shape experience. Our readings will encourage us to interrogate form and genre by 

determining differences of style, tone, and other rhetorical and creative processes among contemporary 

practitioners of the essay.  We will also analyze elements of craft—such as narration, dialogue, scene 

development, imagery, figurative language, character development, the presence or non-presence of the I 



and subjectivity, the historicizing of the subject, and shifting points of view—and then draw upon this 

analysis to improve upon our own creative writing.  As we move through the course, we will discuss 

historical movements like New Journalism, which viewed traditional journalism’s emphasis on objectivity 

as problematic, and engage in debates surrounding truth, falsehood, story-telling, and form, as well as the 

role of the lyric essay as cultural and historical artifact. 

 

Track What ENG 508 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course is a FREE elective (allowed 1 free elective). 

WTC, thesis and non-thesis This course is a FREE elective (allowed 1 free elective). 

CRW This course fulfills one of the four workshop requirements. 

 

About the instructor: Kristine S. Ervin holds an MFA in Poetry from New York University and a Ph.D. in 

Creative Writing and Literature, with a focus in creative nonfiction, from the University of Houston.  Her 

work has appeared in Crab Orchard Review, Brevity, and Passages North, and Silk Road, and her essay 

"Cleaving To" was named a notable essay in the 2013 edition of Best American Essays.  Her memoir, 

about searching for answers and agency in the aftermath of her mother's murder, is currently on 

submission. 

 

 

 

 

ENG 530 18
th

-Century British Literature & Culture  Dr. Cheryl Wanko  Tuesday 4:25 – 7:10 pm 
 

Satire, Comedy, & Humor. This literary period goes by a lot of names (many ill-applied), but one of them 

is the “age of satire.” Certainly, numerous canonical authors of the period found their most comfortable 

homes in acerbic wit, to address what they considered political, social, and literary transgressions, but 

satire was not the only comedic form of the period, nor the only way in which humor manifested itself. 

This class will read comedic works from writers such as Aphra Behn, Delarivière Manley, Jonathan Swift, 

John Gay, and Alexander Pope, as well as exploring anonymous humorous verbal and visual texts of the 

period. We’ll scaffold this reading with theoretical readings on culture, comedy, and humor, both from the 

18
th

 century and from modern scholars. 

  
Track What ENG 530 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis 
This course fulfills the requirement for a course in literature 

between 1660 and 1900 

WTC, thesis and non-thesis 
This course fulfills the requirement for a literature course, or an 

elective. 

CRW This course fulfills the requirement for an elective 

  
About the instructor. Dr. Cheryl Wanko began her career with a Ph.D. in English, specializing in 

Restoration and Eighteenth-Century Literature, particularly the drama. She has published numerous 

articles in this area, in addition to the book Roles of Authority: Thespian Biography and Celebrity in 

Eighteenth-Century Britain. Over the past decade, she has shifted her interests to comedy and humor, both 

18
th

-century and modern. She has also developed research and teaching interests in sustainability and 

humanities, and published an article on writing and sustainability pedagogy with her WCU colleague, Dr. 

Justin Rademaekers.  



 

 

ENG 550: History, Form, & Ideology         Dr. Robert Fletcher   Thursday, 4:25 - 7:10 pm 

 

“ENG 550: History, Form and Ideology” examines critical approaches to literary texts with special 

emphasis on the relationship between literary form and society and the operations of ideology within this 

relationship. This offering of ENG 550 will focus on 19th-century British narratives of development 

(coming-of-age), empire, and identity such as Brontë’s Jane Eyre, Dickens’ Great Expectations, The 

Wonderful Adventures of Mrs. Seacole, Barrett Browning’s Aurora Leigh, Kingsley’s Travels in West 

Africa and Kipling’s Kim, and ask you to consider the ways in which these texts are informed by various 

historical contexts and, in turn, shape historically specific subjectivities. These primary texts will be read 

alongside critical reflections on ideology and excerpted work from cultural and literary theorists of social 

class, gender, and colonialism, such as Eagleton, Williams, Bakhtin, Gilbert and Gubar, Spivak, Gikandi, 

and Said. Time permitting, we might also examine some 20th-century literary texts that revisit the 

Victorian narratives. The goal of the course is to help students master the foundational terms and concepts 

and advanced research techniques necessary for successful graduate work while training them to 

understand how ideology both creates and is created through language and literary texts. 

 

 
Track What ENG 530 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course is a required course in the Literature Track. 

WTC, thesis and non-thesis 
This course fulfills the requirement to take either ENG 550 or 

ENG 560 in the WTC track; it can also serve as a regular 

elective if one has already taken ENG 560. 

CRW This course fulfills the requirement for an elective 

 

About the instructor: Dr. Robert Fletcher teaches Victorian literature and digital literature and new media. 

He has published criticism on Victorian novels and poetry in essay collections and such journals as 

PMLA, Studies in the Novel, Victorian Poetry, and Victorian Literature and Culture. Most recently, his 

research has involved emergent, digital forms of representation, such as augmented reality. 

 

 

 

 

ENG 601 Creative Writing Seminar  Dr. Jacqueline Alnes   M 7:15 - 10  pm 

When visualizing a new creative nonfiction or poetry book, often a theme or obsession comes to mind: an 

area of research that thrills you; an event in history that has been left untold or portrayed inaccurately; or a 

memory you keep circling again and again. Sometimes, through careful research, innovative uses of form, 

and a dogged commitment to a given subject, what begins as a single essay or poem can transform into a 

manuscript. These books of poetry and prose are often referred to as “project books,” a term poet Cynthia 

Marie Hoffman defines as a book “easily identified by its often strikingly singular focus or its relentless 

adherence to a formal constraint” and a “perfect marriage of obsession and predetermination.” 

 

In this course, we will study creative nonfiction and poetry books that can be classified as “project books” 

such as creative nonfiction texts like Jeannie Vanasco’s memoir Things We Didn’t Talk About When I Was 

a Girl; The Book of Delights by Ross Gay; Snake by Erica Wright and poetry collections like M-A-C-N-O-



L-I-A by A. Van Jordan; the black maria by Aracelis Girmay; and Adrian Matejka’s Smoke. Through 

carefully studying these texts and spending the semester defining and composing our own project books, 

we will work to better understand the benefits and potential pitfalls of pursuing a specific theme or form 

within a full-length manuscript. 

 

 

Track What ENG 603 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course is a FREE elective (allowed 1 free elective). 

WTC, thesis and non-thesis This course is a FREE elective (allowed 1 free elective). 

CRW This course fulfills one of the four workshop requirements. 

 

About the instructor: Dr. Jacqueline Alnes specializes in creative nonfiction, and is particularly interested 

in memoir, lyric essays, and narrative nonfiction. Her personal essays and memoir excerpts have been 

published in The New York Times, Guernica, and Tin House, and she has written articles for Women’s 

Running Magazine, Trail Runner Magazine, and The Boston Globe. 

 

 

 

ENG 616   Research Methods in WTC     Dr. Seth Kahn                  W 4:25-7:10 pm 
 

ENG 616 (Research Methods in WTC) will offer instruction in a variety of primary research methods used by 

scholars in Writing Studies. We will study and practice methods ranging from qualitative (both teacher-research and 

non-classroom-based) to archival to survey-based. The goals of the course are to help you become conversant in the 

range of methods available to researchers in the field; to help you think through issues of study design/execution; 

and to consider issues regarding research ethics (including familiarity with Institutional Review Boards). While 

we'll explore and practice the methods we study, the major project for the course will be a proposal for a study that 

could conceivably become a thesis proposal (or a grant proposal, or the like). 

 

  
Track What ENG 616 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a regular elective requirement.  

WTC, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a capstone experience requirement. 

CRW This course fulfills a regular elective requirement. 

  
About the instructor---Dr. Seth Kahn teaches courses in writing, rhetoric, and research methods. His research 

focuses on activist rhetoric, largely within the context of contingent academic labor activism. His current research 

project, with colleagues from American University, is a study of compensation levels among non-tenure-track 

writing instructors, and how compensation varies by professional credential (in short, do faculty with PhDs get paid 

differently from those with MFAs and with MAs?) and the rationales for those differences. Recent publications 

include “We Value Teaching Too Much to Keep Devaluing It” in the July 2020 College English; the co-edited 

collection Activism and Rhetoric (2019); and “United against Sexual Harassment: Building Alliances Between 

Unions and Title IX and VII Victim Advocates,” with Erin Hurt (2019).   

 
 
 
 
 
 



ENG 617 Writing Diversity    Dr. Yanira Rodriguez    W 7:15 - 10 pm 
 

 

This course will critically examine the dominant discourses and frameworks that inform conceptions of 

diversity and literacy in the classroom. This course will also engage with decolonial, anti-racist, anti-

capitalist theories of change that critique these dominant frameworks and offer different visions, 

possibilities and practices. We will begin with an exploration of linguistic justice initiatives such as the 

Black Linguistic Justice project by Carmen Kynard and April Baker-Bey and engage with histories of 

educational access and theories and writings on self-determination and self-representation. We will then 

work together to devise principles that can inform our own teaching practices grounded in existing 

classrooms and concerns.  

  

  

Track What ENG 617 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-

thesis 

This course fulfills a regular elective and the non-canonical 

requirement 

WTC, thesis and non-

thesis 

This course fulfills either the comp/rhet course or a regular elective, 

and the non-canonical requirement 

CRW This course fulfills a regular elective and non-canonical requirement 

 

About the instructor— Dr. Yanira Rodríguez is an Assistant Professor of Journalism and Writing. Her 

doctoral work focused on graduate education for students with historically marginalized identities 

considering the intersections of embodiment, pedagogy, mentorship, relationality and questions of being 

and belong, more broadly. Her teaching and research focus on community writing/publishing and the 

politics of cultural production as tools for social justice and liberation within and beyond the academy; 

multimodal/multigenre compositions which foreground anti-racism, decolonization and abolition as 

explicit end goals; the politics of place and context; critical race theory and intersectional women of color 

feminisms. Her writing has appeared in Community Literacy Journal, Computers and Composition Digital 

Press, the edited collection Unruly Rhetorics: Protest, Persuasion and Publics and Radical Teacher. 

 

 

 

 

PUBLISHING CERTIFICATE COURSE 

ENG504: Methods of Publishing   Dr. Eleanor Shevlin  ASYNCHRONOUS ONLINE 

 

Please Note: Publishing Certificate Course; online course; permission of instructor required 

Please email if you are interested in taking this course! 

This course introduces students to contemporary publishing and its methods in the 21
st
 century. The first 

portion of the course will familiarize course participants with the various sectors of the publishing industry 

including the trade, literary editing, small presses, and educational, academic, and professional markets 

and the multiple effects of digital transformations from the development of new publishing avenues such 

as do-it-yourself (DIY) or self-publishing to evolutions in traditional publishing. It will also address issues 

of diversity, systemic inequities affecting what and who gets published, and the effects of globalization on 

the trade. The remainder of the course will focus heavily on editing and editors. Besides learning about the 

various types of editing, students will also learn best practices for proofing and copyediting and have the 



opportunity to gain extended practice with proofing and copyediting for various sectors of the publishing 

world.  

 

Track What ENG 504 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-

thesis 
This course serves as a free elective. 

WTC, thesis and non-

thesis 
This course serves as a free elective. 

CRW This course serves as a regular elective. 

Publishing Certificate This course fulfills the required ENG course or the second elective. 

  

 

** For MA students (LIT, WTC: free): on the LIT and WTC track, this course will count as a free 

elective and for those who are pursuing the CRW track, it will be a regular elective.  For MA students, 

ENG 504 will expose you to the publishing field while enabling you to test and apply the skills you are 

acquiring in whatever track in the MA program that you are pursuing. For Publishing Certificate 

students, this course will fulfill the required English component or a second elective and will advance 

your knowledge of the industry on several fronts. 

 

About the instructor:  With academic specialties and publications in 18
th

-century British literature and 

culture, the Novel as a genre, law and literature, and postcolonial fiction, Dr. Eleanor Shevlin has also 

long worked  and published on the history of manuscript, print and digital cultures.  Outside of academics, 

she has worked in the publishing industry and related fields.  To coincide with WCU’s Center for Book 

History, Dr. Shevlin founded the publishing certificate program and established Word Works, a service 

that enables graduate students to gain paid experience in editing and publishing, to complement the 

certificate and center.  
 

 
 


