
ENGLISH GRADUATE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS   Fall 2020 

 

 

ENG 500: The Discipline of English Studies            Mondays, 7:15-10:00 pm 

 

This course will provide a survey introduction to key analytical/paradigmatic concepts shared across 

the Discipline of English Studies and to the academic skills/methods appropriate to graduate level 

study. The scope of the course is vast and so our modest goal for the semester will be to survey, 

map, and navigate the diverse landscape of English Studies in the hope of finding our place (or 

places) in it. We will investigate perennial and contemporary issues, debates, and problems that dwell 

in/across the fields of Rhetoric and Composition, Creative Writing, and Literary Studies. In doing so, 

ENG 500 is designed to serve equally students enrolled in the Creative Writing option, Literature 

option, or Writing, Teaching, and Criticism option of the English MA Program.  

 

Graduate students enrolled in ENG 500 will gain first-hand experience with various forms of 

scholarly writing, including literature reviews, conference proposals, and conference presentations. 

We will also examine the ways in which individual and collaborative research is disseminated in our 

field through publication, conferences, and teaching. Other topics include making the most of one’s 

graduate experience; becoming acquainted with the department’s graduate faculty and their areas of 

expertise; and surveying career paths that the M.A. in English affords. 

 

Track What ENG 500 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course is required for every track of the English M.A. 

WTC, thesis and non-

thesis 
This course is required for every track of the English M.A. 

CRW This course is required for every track of the English M.A. 

  

About the instructor—Dr. Kyle P. Vealey specializes in technical communication, rhetoric of 

science, and visual rhetoric. His work across these areas focuses on the rhetorical work of 

storytelling, specifically the telling and circulating of stories that make sense of complex and ill-

defined problems. His scholarship has appeared in Journal of Business and Technical Communication, 

Journal of Technical Writing and Communication, IEEE Transactions on Professional Communication, Rhetoric 

Review, Journal of Interactive Technology and Pedagogy, and Programmatic Perspectives. 

 

 

ENG 506: Pedagogies and Literacies     Thursdays 4:25 - 7:10 pm 

 

In our ENG 506: Pedagogies and Literacies we will explore the history and praxis (theory and 

practice) of various critical pedagogies and literacies. Looking to radical philosophies will help us to 

challenge dominate narratives that underlie our beliefs and practices. ENG 506 is designed to 



supplement your skills and knowledge to develop your social justice, anti-racist approaches to 

classroom instruction.  

 

Taking a Freirean approach, we’ll discuss ways to develop a critical consciousness through 

combating racism, sexism, capitalism, and cis-het normativity. With readings from Paulo Freire, Ira 

Shor, bell hooks, Henry Giroux, Asao Inoue, Parker Palmer and other scholars supporting feminist 

pedagogy, queer pedagogy, and radical teaching approaches. We will follow a seminar-style structure, 

which means that active participation and discussion are central to its success. Recognizing our 

shared humanity will be vital to respectful and productive knowledge-making where we can all listen, 

reflect, prepare, learn and be challenged. 

 

Track What ENG 600 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a regular elective 

WTC, thesis and non-
thesis 

This course is required. 

CRW This course fulfills a regular elective. 

LIT, WTC, CRW This course fulfills a noncanonical for all tracks. 

 

About the instructor—Dr. Sherri Craig had a winding road to higher education with stops in “I-

study-art-burg” and “Hotel-manager-town.” These delightful detours led to her specializing in 

professional writing with an emphasis on writing programs, mentorship, and professionalization. Dr. 

Craig is currently using her expertise in business communication and racial equity to collaborate with 

a local engineering company to expand their inclusive hiring practices. She also edits Spark, a journal 

about activism and resistance in rhetoric and composition. Her research is usually on the lived 

experiences of Black women in higher education, internships, and mentoring young women of color 

in professional writing.  

 

 

 

ENG 526: Shakespeare's Comedies and Poems  Mondays 4:25—7:10 pm 

 

This course will focus on Shakespeare's poetic and dramatic development in his comedies and 

poems, from his early mythological narratives to his late romances. The course will historicize him 

within the Elizabethan/ Jacobean age. Consequently, at appropriate times we will talk about 

Shakespeare's theater, the acting companies, the licensing and printing of plays, relevant events in 

Tudor Stuart history, major social, political, and artistic concerns of the period, attitudes about 

women, love, and sex, etc. Students will have the opportunity to pursue aspects of Shakespeare's life 

and work that particularly interest them  and, in their written assignments, to use any and all 

critical/theoretical/historical approaches with which they feel comfortable.  The Norton Shakespeare, 

3rd edition, ed. Stephen Greenblatt et al.  Readings:  Venus and Adonis; The Rape of Lucrece; The Comedy 

of Errors; A Midsummer Night’s Dream; The Merchant of Venice; Much Ado about Nothing; As You Like It; 

Twelfth Night; Sonnets V; Measure for Measure; The Winter’s Tale; and  The Tempest. 



 

Track What ENG 526 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills the pre-1660 requirement. 

WTC, thesis and non-
thesis 

This course counts as a literature course: “two additional courses from 
two of three areas: Composition and Rhetoric, PWP, and Literature) 
or as a regular elective 

CRW This course fulfills a regular elective. 

 

 

About the instructor—Dr. Paul Green is a Full Professor at West Chester University. He has also 

taught at Temple and at Harvard (A.B., Temple University, A.M., Ph.D., Harvard University).  His 

specialty is English Renaissance Literature, 1500-1660. He has presented conference papers and 

published articles on Sir Thomas More, Sir Philip Sidney, Edmund Spenser, William Shakespeare, 

John Donne, John Fletcher, and John Milton, among others. His articles have appeared in Studies in 

the Renaissance, Journal of the History of Ideas, Studies in English Literature, 1500-1900, The Sixteenth-Century 

Journal, and numerous journals of conference proceedings. From 2005 to 2016 he was a contributing 

editor to Per Contra: An International Journal of the Arts, Literature, and Ideas, to which he submitted 

various articles, including a monograph-sized essay on “The Treatment of Suicide in Seneca, 

Shakespeare, and Mishima.” His other academic interests include the Jewish Novel and Holocaust 

Literature. 

 
 
ENG 560: Locating Literature   Wednesdays 4:25–7:10 pm 
 
This course allows us to analyze the historical and cultural locatedness of literature and 
interpretation and identify the variability and multiplicity of meaning over time and across different 
cultural contexts. The course examines historical shifts in interpretations and develops our 
awareness of the historical construction of literary and aesthetic value, canonicity, and norms of 
reading. It asks us to consider how the transmission and circulation of texts between and across 
cultures reinvents and hybridizes cultural meaning. This section of 560 will explore these issues by 
focusing in depth on diverse interpretations of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin. As part of 
our exploration of the changing interpretations produced by literature, we will also consider the 
reinterpretation and rewriting of canonical texts.  Specifically, we will study rewritings and 
representations of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, for example in drama, poetry and children’s literature.  
 
Our discussion of the located nature of literature necessitates some understanding of the impact of 
European and US colonialism on epistemological or hermeneutical paradigms and the idea of a 
national literature and cross-cultural approaches to literature. We will explore these considerations in 
relation to Melville’s Moby Dick, Jane Johnston Schoolcraft’s poetry and Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow’s Hiawatha. 
 
This section of 560 will focus on the genres of the novel, slave narrative, drama, and poetry 
(specifically the epic, the complaint, and the ballad). 
  

Track What the course fulfills  



LIT, thesis and non-thesis Required course for the track 

WTC, thesis and non-thesis Either ENG 560 or ENG 550 is required. It 
would count as a literature course for this track 
if you have taken ENG 550: “two additional 
courses from two of three areas: Composition 
and Rhetoric, PWP, and Literature) or elective 

CRW Regular Elective  

 
 
 
About the instructor—Professor Carolyn Sorisio specializes in nineteenth-century US literature. 
Her publications include The Newspaper Warrior: Sarah Winnemucca Hopkins's Campaign for American 
Indian Rights [coedited with Cari M. Carpenter (Univ. of Nebraska P, 2015), which was awarded the 
2015 Susan Koppleman Award from the Popular Culture Association/American Culture 
Association] and Fleshing Out America: Race, Gender and the Politics of the Body in American Literature, 
1833-1879 (Georgia UP, 2002). She has guest edited special issues of ESQ: A Journal of the American 
Renaissance ("Native Americans: Writing and Written" (2006)) and MELUS ("Cross-Racial and 
Cross-ethnic Collaboration and Scholarship: Contexts, Criticism, and Challenges" (2013)) and has 
published essays in the African American Review, Legacy: A Journal of American Women Writers and Modern 
Language Studies. Her recent work focuses on Sarah Winnemucca Hopkins and includes essays in 
Studies in American Indian Literatures, MELUS, and J19: The Journal of Nineteenth-Century Americanists. 
She is the editor of College Literature: A Journal of Critical Literary Studies. 
 
 
 
ENG 600: Tutoring English      Tuesdays 7:15 - 10 pm 

This course will be of interest to students interested in composition theory, teaching, tutoring, and 
writing. It is on the Writing, Teaching, and Criticism track. Students will learn to tutor through a 
hands-on approach that includes writing texts and using in-class tutor training exercises to develop 
that writing. In addition, students will read a number of theoretical texts that link composition 
theory and literary theory to tutoring practices. In particular, students will consider the social 
episteme in the writing process and the ways that can and should inform tutoring. Observations in 
the West Chester University Writing Center are also integral to the course. If a student has easy 
access to another writing center in the area, observations may be conducted at that center as well. 
Texts:  Selected scholarly articles available through the WCU Library by scholars in the field of 
writing center studies.  Assignments: Tutoring Essay (5 pages), Observation Journal (10 
observations, 10 entries), Midterm Essay (10 pages). Research Proposal and Paper (15 pages), Book 
Review (7 pages). 

Track What ENG 600 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a regular elective 

WTC, thesis and non-
thesis 

This course fulfills the comp/rhet requirement or a regular elective 

CRW This course fulfills a regular elective. 

  



About the instructor—Dr. Margaret Ervin has been the Director of the University Writing 
Center for 10 years. She has served as the President of the Mid-Atlantic Writing Centers Association 
and has served as a Regional chair for the Mid-Atlantic region for the International Writing Centers 
Association. She teaches First-Year Writing and courses in the English major. Her areas of scholarly 
interest include Composition, Writing Center Studies, and Rhetoric, specifically rhetorics of 
nineteenth-century America and rhetorics of multimedia composition. 

 

ENG609-01: Short Story Workshop II    Thursdays 7:15-10:00 pm 

ENG609, Short Story Workshop II, is intended to provide advanced instruction in the theory, 
modes, and varieties of short-form narrative fiction as well as rigorous practice in the craft of writing 
short stories. Because our concerns have as much to do with learning to read as authors as they do 
with writing, we will accomplish these goals in the following ways: 1. by examining, as a group, your 
original short fiction in class (using the workshop method); 2. by closely reading and discussing the 
work of published masters in the form; and 3. by engaging in writing exercises and assignments 
designed to focus your attention on specific issues of craft. At the end of the semester, you should 
be more than conversant—as both readers and writers—in the various fictional modes and in the 
range of rhetorical and narrative strategies of the short story; and you should be able to evaluate 
your own writing with a degree of critical objectivity.  
 
 

Track What ENG 609 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a free elective; only one free elective is permitted 

WTC, thesis and non-
thesis 

This course fulfills a free elective; only one free elective is permitted 

CRW This course fulfills one of the required CRW workshops 

 

 
About the Instructor—Professor Pete Duval is an award-winning teacher and writer of fiction. 
His short story collection Rear View (Houghton Mifflin) won the Bakeless Prize, the Connecticut 
Book Prize, and was a finalist for the Los Angeles Times Art Seidenbaum Award for First Fiction. 
His recent collection, The Physics of Large Objects, won the 2020 Juniper Prize for Fiction and will 
be published by the University of Massachusetts Press in the spring of 2021. Other awards include 
Grain Magazine’s Short Grain fiction prize and Florida State University’s World’s Best Short-Short 
Story prize. Pete has received fellowships from the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference and the 
Collegeville Center for Ecumenical Research, and is the recipient of two Connecticut artist grants. 
His fiction and nonfiction have appeared in Ascent, The Massachusetts Review, Alaska Quarterly 
Review, Witness, Chelsea, Exquisite Corpse, and Appalachian Heritage, among other venues. In 
addition to his duties at West Chester University, he teaches fiction writing in Spalding University’s 
School of Creative & Professional Writing, a low-residency MFA program. 

 

 



 

ENG 614:  Capstone Research and Writing   Wednesdays 7:15 to 10 pm 

This Capstone Writing and Research Seminar will provide a hands-on, theoretically informed 
workshop environment designed to meet the diverse writing and research needs of its participants. 
Whether you are writing a proposal for a literature or creative writing thesis or designing a final 
capstone project in lieu of writing a thesis, this course will afford the space, collaboration, 
instruction, and practice to facilitate your writing goals. A set of common assignments ranging from 
proposals to engaging with ongoing conversations related to your topic to drafting a substantive 
paper will sharpen your writing skills. Among the questions that we will explore are the following: 
How do I situate my own writing in a broader context? How do I acknowledge work that informs 
my own while contributing something new? How do I conceptualize and articulate a significant 
problem or question relevant to a disciplinary dialogue?  How can I use organizational strategies to 
reinforce my arguments? What are rhetorical strategies that can help me convey my project in an 
effective compelling way? 
 
This course functions at various times as a seminar, workshop, and laboratory. We will explore the 
intimate relationship between writing and thinking as well as reflect on our own writing and that of 
our peers and those in the discipline or disciplines in which our project is situated. Flexibility, a 
commitment to revision, an openness to critique, and a willingness to provide meaningful feedback 
are all skills necessary to making these fourteen weeks a success.  We will also revisit and deepen our 
engagement with methods and theories you have encountered earlier in the program, both through 
seminar discussions and assigned readings.  
 
 
What the course fulfills 
 

Track 
When ENG 614 should be taken 
(recommended) 

Intended Outcome  

LIT, 
thesis 

Required course. To be taken during 
Proposal stage of thesis. 

Thesis proposal and initial work on thesis, as 
defined by outcomes agreed upon by thesis 
director and student and shared with ENG 
614 instructor 

LIT, 
non-
thesis 

Required. Needs to be taken during final 
9 credits of program. 

Capstone project demonstrating significant 
new work involving synthesis, comparison, 
and reflection upon previous course work. 

CRW 
Required course. To be taken during 
the proposal stage of thesis. 

Thesis proposal and initial work on thesis, as 
defined by outcomes agreed upon by thesis 
director and student and shared with ENG 
614 instructor 

WTC, 
non-
thesis 

Required course.  Intended for after 
ENG 616, though in some cases could be 
taken before 616. 

More extensive project originally developed in 
ENG 616 or significantly new work involving 
synthesis, comparison, and reflection upon 
previous course work 

WTC, 
thesis 

Optional course. Can be taken as an 
elective (but is not required for degree) during 

Outcomes agreed upon by thesis director and 
student and shared with ENG 614 instructor, 



either proposal or writing stage of the 
thesis. 

typically the proposal or a section of the thesis 

CRW 
Required course. To be taken during 
the proposal stage of thesis. 

Thesis proposal and initial work on thesis, as 
defined by outcomes agreed upon by thesis 
director and student and shared with ENG 
614 instructor 

 

About the instructor— Serving as the Graduate Coordinator, Dr. Eleanor Shevlin has academic 
specialties in 18th-century British literature and culture, the Novel as a genre and theories of this 
form, law and literature, and postcolonial fiction. She also has expertise in contemporary publishing, 
copyediting, and digital resources and archives from economic, ideological, and operational 
perspectives, and a longstanding interest in the history of English as a discipline and the university as 
an institution. Her publications include Agent of Change: Print Culture Studies after Elizabeth L. Eisenstein 
and History of the Book, 1700-1800. In addition to introducing, compiling, and co-editing a special 
forum on electronic resources in The Age of Johnson, she has published essays in Eighteenth-Century 
Fiction, Modern Fiction Studies, Book History, Studies in Eighteenth-Century Literature, Libraries and the 
Cultural Record among other journals. She has contributed book chapters to numerous volumes 
including The Cambridge History of the English Novel, Producing the Eighteenth-Century Book: Writers and 
Publishers in England, 1650-1800, Women Property, and the Letters of the Law, and The Cambridge Guide to 
the Eighteenth-Century Novel, 1660-1820.  Having over twelve years of professional experience in 
publishing, marketing, and management before embarking on an academic career, Dr. Shevlin is 
committee to the importance of the humanities in the world at large and to assisting students careve 
out fulfilling professional and personal paths for themselves. 
 


