
Fall 2019 Graduate English Course Descriptions 

 ENG 500: The Discipline of English Studies Tuesdays 7:15 p.m.-10:00 pm 

Here’s the official description of this course: An introduction to key analytical/paradigmatic concepts shared 
across the discipline and to the academic skills/methods appropriate to graduate level study in English. More 
simply, this course introduces the methods and materials of research used by practitioners in English 
Studies; and introduces the history, debates, and current issues in the profession. In fact, one of the 
debates is the degree to which “key analytic/paradigmatic concepts” are “shared across the 
discipline.” Whatever your position or your interest in the big tent that is English Studies, be assured 
that all positions and emphases will be honored (to the extent that all positions can be argued 
reasonably). And the heart of English Studies, in every field, is the exchange of language—so critical 
exchange defines English Studies as centrally as any of the discipline’s “key analytic/paradigmatic 
concepts.” The seminar will also help you to define yourself, maybe even distinguish yourself, 
among the functional and scholarly options available to differing professionals in our broad and 
diverse field. Additionally, the seminar will focus on the practical ways in which English Studies 
professionals do the specific styles of scholarship and teaching that can be recognized and respected 
by the community of which you aspire to be a member.  This class will strive to serve equally 
students who are in the Creative Writing option, the Literature option, or the Writing, Teaching, and 
Criticism option of WCU’s grad program. 
  

Track What ENG500 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course is required for every track of the English M.A. 

WTC, thesis and non-

thesis 
This course is required for every track of the English M.A. 

CRW This course is required for every track of the English M.A. 

  

About the instructor—Dr. Bill Lalicker specializes in rhetoric and composition, with research 
interests in writing program administration, developmental writing, and translingual or intercultural 
rhetoric. His publications specific to the disciplinary emphasis of English 500 include “The Five 
Equities: How to Achieve a Progressive Writing Program in a Department of English,” in A 
Minefield of Dreams: Triumphs and Travails of Independent Writing Programs, edited by Justin Everett and 
Cristina Hanganu-Bresch (Univ. Press of Colorado, 2017), nominated for the Council of Writing 
Program Administrators Outstanding Scholarship Award as best publication; and "Invisible Hands: 
A Manifesto to Resolve Institutional and Curricular Hierarchy in English Studies" (with Karen Fitts), 
College English 66 (March 2004). However, his doctoral qualifications in critical theory, the teaching 
of writing, British Romantic literature, Shakespeare, Milton, and Joyce suggest a range beyond this 
specialty, suitable for a survey of English Studies as a whole. 

  

 

 



ENG 549: 19th Century American Literature Tuesdays 4:25-7:10 pm 
 
This course offers a survey of 19th-century literature and various historical contexts. We will read 
works in a variety of genres (essays, autobiographies, novels, poetry, and some non-fiction historical 
texts) that span the century in order to give students a sense of the breadth and variety of North 
American literary output during this period. Using primarily historicist methodology, key historical 
events and cultural contexts that we will study in conjunction with the literature include: literary 
nationalism, chattel slavery & uprisings of enslaved people, U.S. policies of Native American 
removal, the U.S. Civil War, and Reconstruction. The syllabus may include works by writers like 
Emily Dickinson, Harriet Wilson, Martin Delany, James McCune Smith, Walt Whitman, Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, and Charles Brockden Brown. Students can expect a discussion-based class that is 
run in a seminar style. Major graded assignments will include a significant presentation and a final 
research paper. 
 
 

Track What ENG 549 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis 

This course fulfills the requirement for a course in Literature Between 

1660 & 1900, and/or a regular elective as well as the American lit 

requirement. 

WTC, thesis and non-

thesis 

This course fulfills a Literature course requirement, and/or a regular 

Elective. 

CRW This course fulfills a regular elective requirement 

 

 

About the Instructor: Rachel Banner, Ph.D. is an Associate Professor of English. Her research 

specializations include 19th-century African American literature and particularly intersections of law 

and aesthetics in the work of free writers of color during the antebellum period. Her scholarship has 

been published in J19: The Journal of 19th Century Americanists, Callaloo: A Journal of African Diaspora Arts 

& Letters, and ESQ: A Journal of the American Renaissance. For more, see her faculty profile on the 

WCUPA English website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ENG 560-01   Locating Literature           Wednesdays   4:25-7:10  pm 

This seminar examines critical approaches to literary texts that focus on the historical construction of 

literary value, canonicity, and norms of reading, including the idea of ‘national’ literature and cross-

cultural approaches to literature (postcolonial, transnational, multiethnic). 

Fall 2019 focus: The Genealogy of the Madame Butterfly Narrative 

The Fall 2019 offering of ENG 560 examines the intersection of postcolonial, transnational, historicist, 

and critical race studies approaches to literature through a detailed examination of the “Madame 

Butterfly” narrative, as it has developed from the writings of Pierre Loti and John Luther Long in the 

nineteenth century to later twentieth century rearticulations in the work of David Henry Hwang and the 

makers of Miss Saigon.  We will study these and other related works, including Giacomo Puccini’s opera 

Madama Butterfly, to analyze the changing meanings and shifting locations of literary works over the past 

century and a half, as we also develop critical approaches that allow us to interrogate national literatures, 

the nation, and the complex global interconnections that structure literary and critical work. 

  

Track  What ENG 560 fulfills  

LIT, thesis 

and non-thesis  

This course fulfills one of the required courses for this track as well as the non-

canonical requirement  

WTC, thesis 

and non-thesis  

This course fulfills the requirement to take EITHER ENG 560 or ENG 550 

(History, Form, & Ideology), the non-canonical requirement, and a regular elective if 

you have already taken ENG 560.  

CRW  This course fulfills the non-canonical requirement and a regular elective.  

  

About the instructor: Dr. William Nessly specializes in Asian American literature, transnational 

American studies, and postcolonial and narrative theory. His article titled “Plotting Colonial 

Independence: Intra-Asian Conflict in the Novels of Richard Kim” was recently published in the journal 

MELUS, and his book chapter “The Pacific Turn: Transnational Asian American Studies” is forthcoming 

in The Routledge Companion to Transnational American Studies in 2019. His current book project, The 

Polycentric Transpacific: Intra-Asian Conflict and Japanese Imperialism in Asian American Literature, 

reexamines Asian American fiction and drama through the historical context of Japan’s colonial empire 

(1895-1945), with a particular focus on intra-Asian conflict and the use of narrative form to symbolize 

colonial power relations. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ENG 596 Composition & Rhetoric    Mondays   4:25 to 7:10 pm 

From speeches to letters to web pages, the media that we use to communicate have shifted over 

time, and so have our composition practices. This course takes an historical overview of the related 

English disciplines of rhetoric and composition to trace out changes in the strategies and 

technologies that we use to make meaning, focusing on Western theorists. Aristotle once defined 

rhetoric as “seeing the available means of persuasion,” but the domain of rhetoric has continually 

been redefined to account for the different media that we use for persuasion. The discipline of 

composition, which goes hand-in-hand with rhetoric, has likewise shifted to account for new 

composing practices. We’ll follow some of the major developments in rhetoric and composition, 

beginning with the ancient Greeks and Romans, moving through the Middle Ages, the 

Enlightenment, and the nineteenth century, eventually arriving at contemporary digital theorists. 

Through it all, we’ll ask ourselves questions like: What is rhetoric? Who gets to speak? What does it 

mean to compose for the stage, page, and screen? 

 

Track What ENG 596 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a regular elective 

WTC, thesis and non-

thesis 
This course fulfills the comp/rhet requirement or a regular elective 

CRW This course fulfills a regular elective. 

  

About the instructor--- Dr. Amy Anderson specializes in visual and multimodal rhetoric, focusing 

on interactions between media in compositions from Byzantine Iconoclasm to the digital age. She 

has published articles in Argumentation and Advocacy and enculturation, and her national and 

international conference presentations have focused on topics ranging from multimodal dissociation 

to Byzantine iconography, stereotypes in YouTube videos, and what the circus arts can teach us 

about composition pedagogy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ENG 600-01   Tutoring Composition             Wednesdays   7:15-10:00 pm 

This course is a practical and theoretical introduction to Writing Center studies, a component of 

Composition Studies more broadly. The Writing Center field is an ideal sub-field of Composition to 

study at the Master’s level. The field incorporates insights from Composition Studies more broadly, 

but is also quite focused with a manageable number of journals to survey. In addition to reading 

broadly in the field and mastering theories that guide and have guided the direction of Writing 

Centers, students will also gain practical tutoring experience and will observe tutorials in the writing 

center. Students are encouraged to submit scholarly projects to present at the Mid-Atlantic Writing 

Centers Association conference in the spring, a key resume-building opportunity. Also not that 

successful completion of the course is required for tutors in the writing center. Graduate 

assistantships are available to support writing center work. 

 

Track What ENG 600 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a regular elective 

WTC, thesis and non-

thesis 
This course fulfills the comp/rhet requirement or a regular elective 

CRW This course fulfills a regular elective. 

  

About the instructor---Dr. Margaret Ervin has been the Director of the University Writing Center 

for 10 years. She has served as the President of the Mid-Atlantic Writing Centers Association and 

has served as a Regional chair for the Mid-Atlantic region for the International Writing Centers 

Association. She teaches First-Year Writing and courses in the English major. Her areas of scholarly 

interest include Composition, Writing Center Studies, and Rhetoric, specifically rhetorics of 

nineteenth-century America and rhetorics of multimedia composition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ENG 605   Poetry Workshop I                                 Wednesdays  4:25 - 7:10 pm 

In this course, students will learn to identify a range of poetic styles through traditional and 

experimental form; to participate in a poetry writing community; to serve as editors of each other’s 

work; to place themselves in the context of a professional art form; and to do a public reading.  No 

previous poetry writing experience is required.  Written assignments include ten poems and a ten-

page research paper. 

 

Track What ENG 606  fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a free elective 

WTC, thesis and non-

thesis 
This course fulfills a free elective 

CRW This course fulfills one of the four workshop requirements  

About the instructor: Kim Bridgford, Ph.D. is the director of Poetry by the Sea:  A Global 
Conference and editor of Mezzo Cammin.  The author of nine books, she is the recipient of grants 
from the NEA, the Connecticut Commission on the Arts, and the Ucross Foundation. Her three-
volume series with visual artist Jo Yarrington, The Falling Edge, on their trips to Iceland, Venezuela, 
and Bhutan is forthcoming. In honor of Russell Goings' book The Children of Children Keep Coming 
(for which she wrote the introduction), she joined him in ringing the closing bell of the New York 
Stock Exchange. Bridgford is known as "America's First Lady of Form." 

 

 

 ENG 608 Short Story I     Mondays 7:15 to 10 pm 

Techniques of composing the short story with emphasis on its elements of form: point of view, 

diction, characterization, and dialogue. Readings in traditional and contemporary criticism and 

short stories. Completed portfolio of revised works is required. 

Repeatable for Credit. 

Track What ENG 608  fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a free elective 

WTC, thesis and non-

thesis 
This course fulfills a free elective 

CRW This course fulfills one of the four workshop requirements  

Professor Maureen McVeigh-- on leave; personalized description coming soon 

 

 



ENG 614 Capstone Research and Writing   Thursdays 7:15 to 10 pm 

Description 

ENG 614 Capstone Writing and Research Seminar creates a space where graduate students form a 

community of writers to work on their capstone projects as they heighten their rhetorical awareness and 

explore writing in the areas that comprise English Studies. 

While students entering the course may be in different phases of writing in a variety of genres, all 

students will participate in and complete a set of common assignments to sharpen writing skills. Students 

will explore questions such as the following: How do I situate my own writing in a broader context? How 

do I acknowledge work that informs my own while contributing something new? How do I conceptualize 

and articulate a significant problem or question relevant to a disciplinary dialogue?    

This course functions at various times as a seminar, workshop, and laboratory. A reflective stance allows 

participants to define, refine, and revise their thinking and writing. As such, we will study our own 

writing, that of our peers, and that of other writers. We will also revisit and deepen our engagement with 

methods and theories you have encountered earlier in the program, both through seminar discussions and 

assigned readings.  

 

 

What the course fulfills 

(If you are taking this course at a time in your program other than recommended below, please see Dr. 

Shevlin or your academic advisor.) 

 

Track 
When ENG 614 should be taken 

(recommended) 
Intended Outcome  

LIT, 

thesis 

Required course. To be taken during 

Proposal stage of thesis. 

Thesis proposal and initial work on thesis, as 

defined by outcomes agreed upon by thesis 

director and student and shared with ENG 614 

instructor 

LIT, 

non-

thesis 

Required. Needs to be taken during final 9 

credits of program. 

Capstone project demonstrating significant new 

work involving synthesis, comparison, and 

reflection upon previous course work. 

CRW 
Required course. To be taken during the 

proposal stage of thesis. 

Thesis proposal and initial work on thesis, as 

defined by outcomes agreed upon by thesis 

director and student and shared with ENG 614 

instructor 

WTC, 

non-

thesis 

Required course.  Intended for after ENG 

616, though in some cases could be taken 

before 616. 

More extensive project originally developed in 

ENG 616 or significantly new work involving 



synthesis, comparison, and reflection upon 

previous course work 

WTC, 

thesis 

Optional course. Can be taken as an 

elective (but is not required for degree) 

during either proposal or writing stage of 

the thesis. 

Outcomes agreed upon by thesis director and 

student and shared with ENG 614 instructor, 

typically the proposal or a section of the thesis 

CRW 
Required course. To be taken during the 

proposal stage of thesis. 

Thesis proposal and initial work on thesis, as 

defined by outcomes agreed upon by thesis 

director and student and shared with ENG 614 

instructor 

 

About the instructor—Dr. Carolyn Sorisio coordinated the MA program from 2008–2013, and she 

currently serves as an advisor for graduate English students.  She specializes in nineteenth-century US 

literature. Her publications include The Newspaper Warrior: Sarah Winnemucca Hopkins's Campaign for 

American Indian Rights [edited with Cari M. Carpenter (Univ. of Nebraska P, 2015), and Fleshing Out 

America: Race, Gender and the Politics of the Body in American Literature, 1833-1879 (Georgia UP, 

2002). She has guest edited special issues of ESQ: A Journal of the American Renaissance and MELUS 

and has published essays in the African American Review, Legacy: A Journal of American Women 

Writers and Modern Language Studies. Her recent work focuses on Sarah Winnemucca Hopkins and 

includes essays in Studies in American Indian Literatures, MELUS, and J19: The Journal of Nineteenth-

Century Americanists. She is the editor of College Literature: A Journal of Critical Literary Studies. 

 

 

PWP 502 - Strategies for Teaching Writing       Wednesdays 4:25 - 7:10 pm   

The best teachers of writing are teachers who write. This course is designed for teachers and future 

teachers who would like to grow as writers. This course is for teachers K-16+ in any content area. It 

consists of ongoing participation in a reading/writing workshop where participants experience and 

experiment with writing in the major modes (expository, narrative, persuasive/argument), poetry, and 

the many forms these modes take in the world outside the classroom. Teachers as Writers is designed to 

enable teachers to understand writing from the inside out, feel confident about sharing skills with their 

students, and feel comfortable facing any blank page. 

 

The recipient of many grants, Dr. Mary Buckelew has most recently been awarded a 2017-2018 

Advanced Institute (AI) to Scale Up the NWP College-Ready Writers Program Grant. Her book, Action 

Research for English Language Arts Teachers: Invitation to Inquiry co-authored with Janice Ewing, was 

just published by Routledge, 2019. In addition to coauthoring Reaching and Teaching Diverse 

Populations: Strategies for Moving Beyond Stereotypes with Dr. Andrea Fishman (Sage, 2011), Dr. 

Buckelew is also the author of numerous articles including "First Steps for Reaching and Teaching 

Diverse Populations: The Classroom Ecosystem and Transactional Literary Theory" (The International 

Journal of Learning 16.2, 2009: 43-54); "Staff Development: What We Learned in Amish Country" 

(Pennsylvania Educational Leadership: A Publication of the Pennsylvania Association for Supervision 

https://www.routledge.com/Action-Research-for-English-Language-Arts-Teachers-Invitation-to-Inquiry/Buckelew-Ewing/p/book/9781138609112
https://www.routledge.com/Action-Research-for-English-Language-Arts-Teachers-Invitation-to-Inquiry/Buckelew-Ewing/p/book/9781138609112
http://www.sagepub.com/books/Book234145
http://www.sagepub.com/books/Book234145


and Curriculum Development 28.1 [Fall 2008] Co-authored with Diane Dougherty); and "The Value of 

Art in the English Classroom: Imagination, Making the Tacit Visible" (English Journal 92.5, May 2003: 

49-55).  

Track What PWP 502 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a regular elective 

WTC, thesis and non-

thesis 
This course fulfills a requirement  

CRW This course fulfills a free elective. 

  

 

 

 

PWP 503 - Strategies for Teaching Writing II    Thursdays 4:00 - 7:00 pm  

Off-campus   Seven-Week session (8/26/2019 - 10/12/2019) 

In this three-credit graduate course, participants will explore writing as a process, learn how to 
organize and implement writing workshop in their classrooms, and integrate the 6 Traits into their 
writing instruction and workshop. Participants will read, write, and share in each class to build a 
community of learners. Participants will read mentor texts that support the 6 traits and examine and 
implement strategies to teach each trait. The Writing Workshop by Ralph Fletcher and Jo Ann Portalupi 
describes different techniques to increase community building, create a writer’s workshop, and design 
writing assignment/activities. 

 

In addition to writing in each class, participants will learn different techniques for conferring with 
their peers/students and create revision strategies appropriate for their students. 

 

Participants will analyze student papers and discuss possible techniques to address students’ needs. 
 

Dr. Borgese and PAWLP fellows will share evaluation methods both formative and summative such 

as anecdotal record keeping, checklists, peer and self-evaluation, conferences. Connections between 

the Six Traits, the PA Domain Rubric, and the PA Core will be shared by PAWLP fellow/presenters. 

 
Track What PWP 502 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a free elective 

WTC, thesis and non-

thesis 
This course fulfills a regular elective or the PWP elective 

CRW This course fulfills a free elective. 

 
 

 



PWP 511 - Writing Assessment     Thursdays 4:00 - 7:00 pm  

Off Campus  Seven-week session:  10/21/2019 - 12/14/2019 

In this three-credit graduate course the focus will be assessment of student writing. With the 6 Traits 

rubrics as well as the PA Domains participants will assess and analyze student writing to create the 

most effective instructional tools for students’ success. The course will give participants an opportunity 

to concentrate on two or three students and investigate their writing needs, strengths and weaknesses. 

Participants will explore a variety of methods to address students’ writing needs. 

Dr. Borgese and PAWLP fellows will share evaluation methods both formative and summative such 

as anecdotal record keeping, checklists, peer and self-evaluation, conferences. Connections between 

the Six Traits, the PA Domain Rubric, and the PA Core will be shared by PAWLP fellow/presenters. 

 

 
Track What PWP 502 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a free elective 

WTC, thesis and non-

thesis 
This course fulfills a regular elective or the PWP elective 

CRW This course fulfills a free elective. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


