
Summer 2019 Graduate English Course Descriptions 

ENG 503: Introduction to Manuscript, Print, and Digital Cultures        Summer I, 7 weeks online  
 
Please note: ENG 503 operates primarily as an online, distance education offering. Most of the work 
can be completed during the hours most suited to you. As a three-credit course, the reading, research, and 
writing assignments are equivalent to the workload expectations of a three-credit graduate course. This 
course requires three face-to-face meetings over this seven-week period: Wednesday, May 29th, 6:30 
to 8:30 pm, Tuesday, June 18, 6:30-8:30 pm, and Monday, July 8 from 6:30-8:30.   Required for the 
Certificate in Publishing. 
 

Track What ENG 503 fulfills 

Publishing Certificate Required! 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a regular elective 

WTC, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a regular elective 

CRW This course fulfills a regular elective. 

 
Course Description:  In this course students will study the history of books, printing, and reading culture 
from the ancient world to the present. The course will focus on books as artifacts, as transmitters of 
knowledge and literary creativity, and as epistemological indicators. We will trace how authorship, reading, 
publishing, reception, and the physical properties of texts have altered over time in response to cultural, 
educational, economic and technological change. Topics will include 1) a review of theoretical models and 
scholarly trends in the field of book history; 2) an examination of key scholarship in the field; 3) a survey of 
the processes of print creation, production, dissemination, and reception in the larger social, economic, and 
political context; and 4) considerations for how the history of the book as a material object and as an agent of 
intellectual and social change helps us understand the current digital revolution.  
 
Note: This course is designed mainly for students pursuing the Graduate Certificate in Publishing. A required 
course for the Publishing Certificate, it should ideally be taken before a student can take any other courses in 
the Certificate Program. MA students who are not in the Certificate Program may take this course as an 
elective, but they should review their program requirements and progress to ensure that it will fit their plans 
and timetable to degree. For Publishing Certificate students, understanding the many agents and processes 
involved in the creation, production, distribution, and reception of the written word over time offers 
exceptional preparation for navigating our current digital age and for entering a number of fields well-
equipped to meet various communication and media challenges. For MA students, the historical study of 
authorship, reading, publishing, and the book as both a conveyor of ideas and a material artifact should 
deepen one's understanding of English as a field. 

 
About the instructor—Dr. Kristin Kondrlik is an Assistant Professor of English and is a specialist 
in technical writing with a focus in health communication and writing history and theory. Her 
current research examines the intersections of writing, medical orthodoxy, and Victorian print 
periodicals. Her scholarship on medicine and print/media culture has appeared in the Victorian 
Periodicals Review, Poroi: Project on Rhetoric of Inquiry, and Composition Studies. She has articles forthcoming 
in English Literature in Transition: 1880-1920 in May 2019 and in the edited collection Feminist 
Connections. 
 



 

 


