
Summer	I			 2018	Graduate	Course	Descriptions	
	
ENG	501							Critical	Theory			 TThu	5	-	9	pm	
	
Course	Description:	In	this	course,	students	will	examine	how	the	relationship	
between	meaning	and	text	is	conceived	by	different	critical	theories.		As	meaning	
may	be	understood	as	inhering	in	the	interaction	of	author,	audience,	text	and	
context,	each	theory	provides	a	different	way	of	understanding	the	nature	of	this	
interaction.		Focusing	on	the	20th	and	21st	centuries,	the	course	will	present	a	
selection	of	four	or	five	key	theoretical	perspectives	including	but	not	limited	to	
dialogism,	expressivism,	feminism,	Marxism,	myth,	New	Criticism,	phenomenology,	
psychoanalysis,	queer	theory,	postcolonialism,	poststructuralism,	race	and	identity,	
semiotics,	translation.		Through	study	of	these	perspectives,	students	will	learn	how	
the	interpretation	and	creation	of	a	text	are	mediated	by	theory.	

By	exploring	several	theoretical	perspectives,	students	will	consider	the	ways	in	
which	the	value	of	a	text	emerges	from	not	only	the	text	itself,	but	also	the	
historically	variable	force	of	cultural	and	institutional	value-systems:	ideological,	
scholastic,	and	commercial.	They	will	also	explore	the	role	of	language	in	shaping	
these	value-systems.	As	such,	students	will	consider	how	historically	variable	forces	
and	the	shifting	role	of	language	influence	genre	and	canonicity.		

	What	the	course	fulfills	per	track:		
Track	 What	ENG	500	fulfills	
LIT,	thesis	and	non-
thesis	 This	course	fulfills	a	CORE	requirement	for	the	MA	

WTC,	thesis	and	non-
thesis	 This	course	fulfills	a	CORE	requirement	for	the	MA	

CRW	 This	course	fulfills	a	CORE	requirement	for	the	MA	

	

About	the	instructor:		William	Nessly	(wnessly@wcupa.edu)	is	an	associate	
professor	of	English	at	West	Chester	University,	specializing	in	Asian	American	
literature,	transnational	American	studies,	and	postcolonial	and	narrative	theory.	
His	current	book	project	reexamines	Asian	American	fiction	and	drama	through	the	
historical	context	of	Japan’s	colonial	empire	(1895-1945),	with	a	particular	focus	on	
intra-Asian	conflict	and	the	use	of	narrative	form	to	symbolize	colonial	power	
relations.	

	



ENG 503:  Introduction to Manuscript, Print, and Digital Cultures 
 
Please note:  ENG 503 operates primarily as an online, distance education offering.  
Most of the work can be completed during the hours most suitable to you. It is a three-
credit course, and as such the reading, research, and writing assignments are equivalent to 
the workload expectations of a three-credit graduate course. However, unlike some 
summer session courses, the work for ENG 503 is distributed over a ten-week period to 
allow the most flexibility for students. The course does, however, require the following 
three face-to-face meetings over this ten-week period:   Tuesday, May 29th, 6 to 8 pm; 
Monday, June 11th, 5:30 to 9:30 pm; and Monday, July 2nd, 5:30 to 9:30 pm. 
  
Course Description:  This course is designed mainly for students pursuing the Graduate 
Certificate in Publishing. A required course for the Publishing Certificate, it must be 
taken before a student can take any other courses in the Certificate Program.  MA 
students who are not in the Certificate Program may take this course as an elective, but 
they should review their program requirements and progress to ensure that it will fit their 
plans and timetable to degree. For Publishing Certificate students, understanding the 
many agents and processes involved in the creation, production, distribution, and 
reception of the written word over time offers exceptional preparation for navigating our 
current digital age and for entering a number of fields well-equipped to meet various 
communication and media challenges. For MA students, the historical study of 
authorship, reading, publishing, and the book as both a conveyor of ideas and a material 
artifact should deepen one’s understanding of English as a field. 
  
This course studies the history of the creation, production, distribution, circulation, and 
reception of the written word. As we trace how authorship, reading, publishing, and the 
physical properties of texts have altered over time, we will examine, both historically and 
analytically, the intellectual, social, and cultural impact of changing communications 
technologies against the backdrop of our current digital age.  In the process we will 
consider a variety of questions:  How have conceptions of authorship altered from era to 
era and what caused these alterations? How has reading changed over time? Who were 
the past patrons and publishers of texts? What judgments can we make about a physical 
book from its cover, size, paper, or type?  How have e-books sought to replicate these 
features? How have technological and sociohistorical developments intersected with the 
history of reading, authorship, and/or publishing? How is electronic publishing modifying 
these three areas and how might it transform them each in the decades ahead?   
  
 Track	 What	ENG	503		fulfills	
Publishing	Certificate	 This	course	is	required	for	all	publishing	students	
LIT,	thesis	and	non-
thesis	

This	course	fulfills	a	regular	elective	

WTC,	thesis	and	non-
thesis	

This	course	fulfills	a	regular	elective		

CRW	 This	course	fulfills	a	regular	elective		
 



 
 
About the instructor:  Dr. Kristin Kondrlik is an assistant professor of English and is a 
specialist in technical writing with a focus in health communication and writing history 
and theory. She has published research in the Victorian Periodicals Review, Composition 
Studies, and Poroi: A Journal of Rhetorical Inquiry. She has also shared her work at 
various conferences, including the Research Society for Victorian Periodicals, the 
Rhetoric Society of America Conference, the North American Victorian Studies 
Association Conference, and the Conference of Society for Literature, Science and the 
Arts. Her research interests are in medical writing and rhetoric, print culture and 
periodical studies of the long nineteenth century, and women’s writing. Her current 
projects include an analysis of the war memoirs of a woman physician during World War 
I and work on physician responses to conscientious objection in nineteenth century 
medical periodicals. 
 
 
 
ENG 605 Poetry Workshop I                  Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:00 to 9:00 pm 
 
Course Description:  In this course, students will learn to identify a range of poetic 
styles through traditional and experimental form; to participate in a poetry writing 
community; to serve as editors of each other’s work; to place themselves in the context of 
a professional art form; and to do a public reading.  No previous poetry writing 
experience is required.  Written assignments include six poems.  Graduate students write 
two additional poems and a ten-page paper. 
 
Track	 What	ENG	605		fulfills	
LIT,	thesis	and	non-
thesis	

This	course	fulfills	a	free	elective	

WTC,	thesis	and	non-
thesis	

This	course	fulfills	a	free	elective	

CRW	 This	course	fulfills	one	of	the	four	workshop	requirements		
	
About	the	instructor:	Kim	Bridgford	is	the	director	of	Poetry	by	the	Sea:		A	Global	
Conference	and	editor	of	Mezzo	Cammin.		The	author	of	nine	books,	she	is	the	
recipient	of	grants	from	the	NEA,	the	Connecticut	Commission	on	the	Arts,	and	the	
Ucross	Foundation.	Her	three-volume	series	with	visual	artist	Jo	Yarrington,	The	
Falling	Edge,	on	their	trips	to	Iceland,	Venezuela,	and	Bhutan	is	forthcoming.	In	
honor	of	Russell	Goings'	book	The	Children	of	Children	Keep	Coming	(for	which	she	
wrote	the	introduction),	she	joined	him	in	ringing	the	closing	bell	of	the	New	York	
Stock	Exchange.	Bridgford	is	known	as	"America's	First	Lady	of	Form."	
 


