
Course descriptions for Spring 2019 

ENG 501-01   Critical Theory         Thursdays   4:25-7:10 p.m. 

This course examines a range of important thinkers and theoretical paradigm that have relevance across 
the discipline. The aim is to help students develop a working understanding of key theoretical terms and 
approaches which will underpin their work in English and enable them to engage with contemporary 

academic discussion and debates. The course places key thinkers in relation to broader intellectual shifts 
and historical tendencies, thereby encouraging students to think critically about the contemporary 
theoretical orthodoxy. 

 Track What ENG 501 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a CORE requirement for the MA  

WTC, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a CORE requirement for the MA 

CRW This course fulfills a CORE requirement for the MA 

  

About the instructor—Dr. Graham MacPhee is the author of The Architecture of the Visible (Bloomsbury 

2002), a monograph on constructions of the visual in contemporary critical theory, and he has written 
numerous scholarly articles on various aspects of contemporary theory. As well as writing on 
decolonization and British national identity, his theoretical interests include the critique of 

postmodernism, rereading Hegel, and the work of Walter Benjamin and Hannah Arendt. He is a former 
editor of College Literature: A Journal of Critical Literary Studies and serves on the editorial boards of 
ARIEL: A Review of International English Literature; College Literature; and the Literary London Journal. 

 

 ENG 506  Critical Pedagogies &  Literacies    Wednesdays  4:25  - 7:10 pm 

This course asks important questions about what we teach, how we teach, who we teach, and who we 
are as teachers. These questions will frame our investigation of the educational. We will analyze the 
educational system's role in maintaining hegemony (or dominant social and political interests) and look 
at ways non-dominent or “othered” interests find space to assert themselves. We will read texts in two 
complementary bodies of literature: critical literacy and critical pedagogy, as well as take a carefully look 
at the role that popular texts (films, tv shows, etc.) play in shaping our understandings of issues related 
to schooling in the U.S.  This course will be of interest to anyone who takes education seriously, whether 
as a career or as one of our nation’s largest and most influential social institutions. 
 
  
Track What ENG 506 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course serves as a regular elective. 

WTC, thesis and non-thesis This course is required of all WTC students. 

CRW This course serves as a regular elective. 

 
About the instructor: Dr. Vicki Tischio is a scholar in the area of composition and rhetoric, film studies 
(particularly films that depict school-related themes).  She has published articles on critical composition 
pedagogy, feminist pedagogy, and business writing.  She is currently working on two major projects: one 



about teaching parody as a way of addressing the problems of teaching research writing in an era of 
"fake news;" and the other is an anthology of undergraduate journal writing about a trip to South Africa 
and the community service work they did while there.  She has been teaching at WCU since 1998.  In 
that time, she has taught a wide variety of graduate and undergraduate courses and held numerous 
administrative positions including: Composition Co-Director, Writing Center Director, English 
Department Chair, and Interim Associate Dean of CAS.  She has three cats and lives in a lovely house in 
the countryside with her husband. 
 
 

ENG 508  Writing Seminar   Wednesdays  4:25 - 7:10 pm 

This course draws upon the discussions and investigations regarding the creative nonfiction genre from 
Creative Nonfiction Workshop I to closely examine the form of the lyric essay.  What is a lyric 
essay?  Who writes lyric essays, who or what is the subject of study, and who reads such works?  We will 
examine the social ramifications and guises of the lyric essay by reading and responding to collections of 
various lyric forms.  Our readings will encourage us to interrogate form and genre by determining 
differences of style, tone, and other rhetorical and creative processes among contemporary 
practitioners of the lyric essay.  We will also analyze elements of craft—such as narration, dialogue, 
scene development, imagery, figurative language, character development, the presence or non-
presence of the I and subjectivity, the historicizing of the subject, and shifting points of view—and then 
draw upon this analysis to improve upon our own creative writing.  As we move through the course, we 
will discuss historical movements like New Journalism, which viewed traditional journalism’s emphasis 
on objectivity as problematic, and engage in debates surrounding truth, falsehood, story-telling, and 
form, as well as the role of the lyric essay as cultural and historical artifact. 

 

 

 

 Track What ENG 508 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a free elective (can only take one)  

WTC, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a free elective (can only take one) 

CRW This course fulfills one of the four required  workshops  

 
About the instructor: Dr. Kristine Ervin specializes in poetry and creative nonfiction, focusing on lyric 
essays and memoir. She has published excerpts of her memoir manuscript A Rabbit's Heart in literary 
journals like Brevity, Crab Orchard Review, and Silk Road. Dr. Ervin's conference presentations include 
"What We Talk about When We Talk about Crime: The Ethics of Representing the Perpetrator" and 
"From Sex to Suicide: The Ethics of Teaching Creative Nonfiction." 
 

 

ENG 518   Medieval English Literature    Mondays  4:25 to 7:10 pm 

This course studies the literature produced in England between 800 A.D.-1485 A.D., from Anglo-Saxon 
poetry through the advent of print. Even though the Catholic Church provided the major linguistic and 



institutional continuity during these years, this period was one of enormous social and linguistic change. 
The structure of the course is divided into three sections in order to emphasize these changes and the 
events underlying them: first, Old English poetry and prose (such as Beowulf and the Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle), second, the Anglo-Norman and early Middle English period, and, third, fourteenth-century 
narrative verse, including Chaucer, Gawain and the Green Knight, Arthurian romance, and spiritual 
memoir. Topics include the development of literary language in England, history as literature, the 
making of manuscripts, and the patronage, audience, and function of books in medieval England. Major 
topics include social, gender, and religious themes. 
 

 Track What ENG 518 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills the requirement for a course in literature before 1660  

WTC, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a regular elective or the literature elective  

CRW This course fulfills a regular elective  

 
About the instructor: Dr. Jane Jeffrey specializes in Medieval Literature, both British and European. She 
has written Blicking Homilies and the Old English Vernacular Homily, edited a three-volume book 
entitled Medieval Women Writing in Latin, published articles on Hrotsvit of Gandersheim,Hildegard of 
Bingen,, and Julian of Norwich, and presented conference papers on Digitizing Hildegard of Bingen’s 
Letters, Medieval Romance, and Medieval Literature and Film. 
 

ENG 550-01   History, Form, & Ideology     Tuesdays    7:15-10:00  pm 

This course will be divided into two clusters to approach the class themes from two points of view. The 
first will look at three texts – Aphra Behn’s Oroonoko, Thomas Southerne’s Oroonoko, and Olaudah 
Equiano’s Interesting Narrative – to explore constructions of racial and gender subjectivity in the 17th 
and 18th centuries. Then, to bring the lessons of our class closer to our own time, the second cluster will 
examine the construction of human subjectivity as distinct and divided from nature by doing ecocritical 
analysis of three texts, which might be Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring, Edward Abbey’s Monkey-Wrench 
Gang, Sally Miller Gearhart’s The Wanderground, or Linda Hogan’s Solar Storms (sorry – I haven’t 
decided on the exact members of this cluster yet!). These texts in both clusters will be supplemented by 
theoretical-critical readings. Class members will give oral reports, write short papers, and create a final 
research-based project, which could be a research paper, a secondary school unit plan, a website, or 
some other genre. 

Track What ENG 550 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis 
This course fulfills one of the required courses for this track as well as the 
non-canonical 

WTC, thesis and non-thesis 
This course fulfills the requirement to take EITHER ENG 550 or ENG 560 
(Locating Literature), the non-canonical requirement, and a regular 
elective if you have already taken ENG 560. 

CRW This course fulfills the non-canonical requirement and a regular elective. 

About the instructor: Dr. Cheryl Wanko did her doctoral work in 18th-century British literature, 
specifically its theatrical culture. She published a book on the development of celebrity culture through 
actor biographies, Roles of Authority, in 2003. After a scholarly mid-life crisis, she slowly began shifting 
her research activity to the ways in which English Studies can address and affect the global 



environmental crises we face. Her current work looks at intersections between advising and 
sustainability, as well as the possibilities of environmental humor. 

 

ENG 600 Tutoring Composition  Tuesdays/Thursdays  5:50  - 7:10 pm 

This course addresses the theory and practice of teaching basic writing in the tutoring environment. 

 Track What ENG 518 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a regular elective.  

WTC, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a regular elective or the comp/rhet elective  

CRW This course fulfills a regular elective  

 

About the instructor:  Dr. Margaret Ervin is the Director of the Writing Center. 

 

ENG 601   Creative Writing, The Long Form Thursdays 7:15 to 10 pm 

This course is an opportunity to explore a genre—poetry, fiction, or creative nonfiction—at length 
(twenty-five pages of poetry, forty of fiction or nonfiction). In addition to workshopping each other’s 
writing, course members will read a book in each genre, by authors such as Sharon Olds, Tayari Jones, 
and Ta-Nehisi Coates.  Each student will write a five-six page paper on one of the books outside the main 
genre. 
 

 Track What ENG 601 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a free elective (can only take one)  

WTC, thesis and non-thesis This course fulfills a free elective (can only take one) 

CRW This course fulfills one of the four required  workshops  

 
 
 
About the instructor:  Kim Bridgford is the director of Poetry by the Sea:  A Global Conference and editor 
of Mezzo Cammin.  The author of ten books, she is the recipient of grants from the NEA, the Connecticut 
Commission on the Arts, and the Ucross Foundation. Her three-volume series with visual artist Jo 
Yarrington, The Falling Edge, on their trips to Iceland, Venezuela, and Bhutan is forthcoming. In honor of 
Russell Goings' book The Children of Children Keep Coming (for which she wrote the introduction), she 
joined him in ringing the closing bell of the New York Stock Exchange. Bridgford is known as "America's 
First Lady of Form." 

 

 

 

 



ENG 616-01:  Research Methods                 Tuesdays   4:25-7:10 pm 
ENG 616 will offer instruction in a variety of primary research methods used by scholars in Writing 
Studies. We will study and practice methods ranging from qualitative (both teacher-research and non-
classroom-based) to archival to survey-based. The goals of the course are to help you become 
conversant in the range of methods available to researchers in the field; to help you think through issues 
of study design/execution; and to consider issues regarding research ethics (including familiarity with 
Institutional Review Boards). While we'll explore and practice the methods we study, the major project 
for the course will be a proposal for a study that could conceivably become a thesis proposal (or a grant 
proposal, or the like). 
  
Track What ENG 616 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course serves as a regular elective. 

WTC, thesis and non-thesis This course is required of all WTC students. 

CRW This course serves as a regular elective. 

  
About the instructor—Seth Kahn specializes in qualitative research methods, particularly classroom-
based teacher research and participatory action research. Most of his current research focuses on 
academic labor, particular issues facing contingent/adjunct faculty. He has served as co-chair of the 
Qualitative Research Network of the Conference on College Composition and Communication, and 
currently serves on the WCU Institutional Review Board. Recent publications include the co-edited 
collection Contingency, Exploitation, and Solidarity; the chapter “Anybody Can Teach Writing” in the 
collection Bad Ideas About Writing; and the essay “From Solidarity Invoked to Solidarity Built.”  
  
 

 

PWP599: Argumentative Writing  Dates and Times, TBD 

Hybrid Course - held at Bucks County Intermediate Unit   
Instructors: PAWLP Fellows, Kathy Egan and Chris Kehan 
 

Course Description  

“Our job as readers of nonfiction is to enter into a text recognizing that the author is not offering the 

truth, but one vision of the truth.” (Beers & Probst) Therefore, our job as teachers is to teach our young 

readers to discover the different stances authors take about a topic within a text. Once they learn how 

to interpret the information as a reader, they are better prepared to write by creating their own claims 

with reasons supported by facts and details. Strategies for deeper thinking/reasoning about topics that 

students encounter in their lives will be provided. Participants will interact as readers with 

opinion/argumentative texts as they learn what writers of this type of nonfiction need to strengthen 

their stance and reason with an audience. Reading to interpret and writing to argue one’s claim about a 

topic/subject will be the focus of this course. 

Track What PWP 599 fulfills 

WTC, thesis and non-thesis 
This course fulfills the PWP for required 2 courses that are either a 
literature, comp/rhet, or PWP --must take two different categories. 



PUBLISHING CERTIFICATE COURSE 

ENG504: Methods of Publishing   Dr. Eleanor Shevlin 
 
Please Note: Publishing Certificate Course; online course; permission of instructor required 

Please email if you are interested in taking this course! 
This course introduces students to contemporary publishing and its methods in the 21st century. The 
first portion of the course will familiarize course participants with the various sectors of the publishing 
industry including the trade, literary editing, small presses, and educational, academic, and professional 
markets and the multiple effects of digital transformations from the development of new publishing 
avenues such as do-it-yourself (DIY) or self-publishing to evolutions in traditional publishing. The 
remainder will focus heavily on editing and editors. Besides learning about the various types of editing, 
students will also learn best practices for proofing and copyediting and have the opportunity to gain  
extended practice with proofing and copyediting for various sectors of the publishing world.  
 

Track What ENG 504 fulfills 

LIT, thesis and non-thesis This course serves as a free elective. 

WTC, thesis and non-thesis This course serves as a free elective. 

CRW This course serves as a free elective. 
Publishing Certificate This course fulfills the required ENG course or the second elective. 

  
 
** For MA students (LIT, WTC, CRW: free; CRW: general topics): this course will count as a free elective 
while exposing you to the publishing field and enabling you to test and apply the skills you are acquiring 
in whatever track in the MA program that you are pursuing. For Publishing Certificate students, this 
course will fulfill the required English component or a second elective and will advance your knowledge 
of the industry on several fronts. 
 

About the instructor:  With academic specialties and publications in 18th-century British literature and 

culture, the Novel as a genre, law and literature, and postcolonial fiction, Dr. Eleanor Shevlin has also 

long worked  and published on the history of manuscript, print and digital cultures.  Outside of 

academics, she has worked in the publishing industry and related fields.  To coincide with WCU’s Center 

for Book History, Dr. Shevlin founded the publishing certificate program and established Word Works, a 

service that enables graduates students to gain paid experience in editing and publishing, to 

complement the certificate and center.  

 


