Handout 3
Symbolic Play Assessment

	Typical Age
	Symbolic Behavior
	Example
	Observed?

	< 18 mo
	Functional scheme
	Swishes broom on floor briefly.

	

	
	Recognitory gesture
	Picks up a brush, touches it to hair, drops it.

	

	18-24 mo.
	Auto-symbolic schemes
	Pretends to drink from toy teacup
	

	24-36 mo.
	Single schemes

	Feeds doll.

	

	
	Combinatory schemes
	Combs own, then mother’s hair
	



