

Handout 1: Vocal Assessment
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 Observed	
directly	 



Parent	
report	 Phonetics/comments	 



Stage	1	(birth	to	2	months)	Vocalization	Types	 
Crying	with	sudden	pitch	shifts,	extremely	high	pitch	    
Fussing	or	discomfort	    
Vegetative	sounds	(burps,	sounds	accompanying	feeding)	    
Neutral	sounds	(grunts,	sighs)	    
Vowel-like	sounds:	(i,	I,	e,	^,	u,	U,	o,	a]	    



Stage	2	(2	to	4	months)	Vocalization	Types	 
Vowel	sounds	predominate,	but	a	few	consonants	emerge	(primarily	
velars	and	glottals)	 



   



Marked	decrease	in	crying	(after	12	weeks)	    
Begins	consonant	plus	vowel;	mostly	“	coo”	and	“goo”	    
Begins	to	produce	pleasure	sounds,	such	as	“mmmmm”	    
Stage	3	(4	to	6	months)	Vocalization	Types	 
Consistent	production	of	consonant-vowel	(CV)	(syllabic)	
combinations	 



   



Imitation	of	sounds	in	back-and-forth	babbling	games	with	others	    
More	variations	in	vowel	production	    
Number	of	consonant	segments	increases	to	include	front	stops	and	
nasals	 



   



Laughter	emerges	(around	16	weeks)	    
Front	sounds	begin	to	predominate,	including	blowing	“raspberries,”	
bilabial	trills,	lip	smacks	 



   



Begins	variation	of	intonational	(pitch)	contours,	often	when	playing	
alone	with	toys	 



   



Extreme	pitch	glides,	such	as	yells,	squeals,	and	low-pitched	growls	    
Stage	4	(6	to	10	months)	Vocalization	Types	 
Canonical,	repetitive,	or	reduplicated	babbling	(CV	or	CVCV-like	
structure)	begins	to	appear	(|mama|,	|dada|,	and	|n^n^|)	 



   



Consistent	variation	of	intonational	contours	    
Early	nonreduplicated	CV	sequences	appear	    
Parent	may	report	hearing	first	word	around	10	months	    
Utterances	produced	with	full-stop	consonant	(p,	b,	t,	d,	are	most	
common)	 



   



Short	exclamations	such	as	“ooh!”	begin	to	appear	    
Stage	5	(10	to	12	months)	Vocalization	Types	 
Variegated	babbling	(successive	syllables	not	identical)	appears	    
Variety	of	CV	and	CVC	combinations	with	sentence-like	intonation	    
Syllables	other	than	CVs	produced	    
Use	of	jargon,	protowords,	or	phonetically	consistent	forms	emerges	    
Increased	development	of	prosodic	contours	to	match	intonation	
patterns	of	ambient	language	 



   



Approximations	of	meaningful	single	words;	phonological	processes	
may	operate	on	word	approximations	 



   



Developmental vocal assessment form. (Adapted from Proctor, A. [1989]. States of normal noncry vocal 
development in infancy: A protocol for assessment. Top Lang Disord, 10[1], 26-42; used with permission of 
Aspen Publishers; Bleile, K., & Miller, S. [1993]. Infants and tod- dlers. In J. Bernthal [Ed.], Articulatory and 
phonological disorders in special populations. New York: Thieme; McCune, L., & Vihman, M. M. [2001]. Early 
phonetic and lexical development: A productivity approach. J Speech Lang Hear Res, 44[3], 670-684.)  











Microsoft_Word_Document.docx
		



		

		Observed directly 

		Parent report 

		Phonetics/comments 



		Stage 1 (birth to 2 months) Vocalization Types 



		Crying with sudden pitch shifts, extremely high pitch 

		

		

		



		Fussing or discomfort 

		

		

		



		Vegetative sounds (burps, sounds accompanying feeding) 

		

		

		



		Neutral sounds (grunts, sighs) 

		

		

		



		Vowel-like sounds: (i, I, e, ^, u, U, o, a] 

		

		

		



		Stage 2 (2 to 4 months) Vocalization Types 



		Vowel sounds predominate, but a few consonants emerge (primarily velars and glottals) 

		

		

		



		Marked decrease in crying (after 12 weeks) 

		

		

		



		Begins consonant plus vowel; mostly “ coo” and “goo” 

		

		

		



		Begins to produce pleasure sounds, such as “mmmmm” 

		

		

		



		Stage 3 (4 to 6 months) Vocalization Types 



		Consistent production of consonant-vowel (CV) (syllabic) combinations 

		

		

		



		Imitation of sounds in back-and-forth babbling games with others 

		

		

		



		More variations in vowel production 

		

		

		



		Number of consonant segments increases to include front stops and nasals 

		

		

		



		Laughter emerges (around 16 weeks) 

		

		

		



		Front sounds begin to predominate, including blowing “raspberries,” bilabial trills, lip smacks 

		

		

		



		Begins variation of intonational (pitch) contours, often when playing alone with toys 

		

		

		



		Extreme pitch glides, such as yells, squeals, and low-pitched growls 

		

		

		



		Stage 4 (6 to 10 months) Vocalization Types 



		Canonical, repetitive, or reduplicated babbling (CV or CVCV-like structure) begins to appear (|mama|, |dada|, and |n^n^|) 

		

		

		



		Consistent variation of intonational contours 

		

		

		



		Early nonreduplicated CV sequences appear 

		

		

		



		Parent may report hearing first word around 10 months 

		

		

		



		Utterances produced with full-stop consonant (p, b, t, d, are most common) 

		

		

		



		Short exclamations such as “ooh!” begin to appear 

		

		

		



		Stage 5 (10 to 12 months) Vocalization Types 



		Variegated babbling (successive syllables not identical) appears 

		

		

		



		Variety of CV and CVC combinations with sentence-like intonation 

		

		

		



		Syllables other than CVs produced 

		

		

		



		Use of jargon, protowords, or phonetically consistent forms emerges 

		

		

		



		Increased development of prosodic contours to match intonation patterns of ambient language 

		

		

		



		Approximations of meaningful single words; phonological processes may operate on word approximations 

		

		

		





[bookmark: _GoBack]Developmental vocal assessment form. (Adapted from Proctor, A. [1989]. States of normal noncry vocal development in infancy: A protocol for assessment. Top Lang Disord, 10[1], 26-42; used with permission of Aspen Publishers; Bleile, K., & Miller, S. [1993]. Infants and tod- dlers. In J. Bernthal [Ed.], Articulatory and phonological disorders in special populations. New York: Thieme; McCune, L., & Vihman, M. M. [2001]. Early phonetic and lexical development: A productivity approach. J Speech Lang Hear Res, 44[3], 670-684.) 


