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A Model for Comprehensive Assessment of English Language 
Learners 



By SLPS who Do Not Speak the Client’s L1 
Area of 



Assessment 
Primary 
Purpose 



Suggested Instruments Information 
Source 



First Language 
History 



Identify DLD Restrepo (1998) 
questionnaire for parents  
ITALK (Peña et al., 2018) 
ALDeQ (Paradis, et al., 2010) 
 



Parents (with help of 
interpreters if 
parents do not 
speak English), 
teachers, school 
records 



Morphosyntax, 
receptive and 
expressive in English 



Identify DLD Test for Reception of Grammar 
Version 2 (TROG-2; Bishop, 
2009; CELF Word Structure 
Subtest,  
TOLD Morphological 
Completion Subtest;  
CASL, grammatical morphemes 
subtest;  
Test of Early Grammatical 
Impairment (Rice & Wexler, 
2001). 
TACL-4 (Carrow-Woolfolk, E. 
2014).Pro-ED. 



Direct assessment 
with standardized 
measure 



Nonword repetition Identify DLD CTOPP NWR subtest 
TILLS NWR subtest;  
LITMUS-NWR (Chiat, 2015) 
Syllable Repetition Test 
(Shriberg et al., 2009) 
 



Direct Assessment 



Sentence repetition Supplement Dx 
evaluation, if 
necessary; 
ambiguous 



CELF Sentence repetition 
subtest; TOLD sentence 
imitation subtest 



Direct assessment 
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Purpose 

Suggested Instruments  Information 

Source 

First Language 

History 

Identify DLD  Restrepo (1998) 

questionnaire for parents  

ITALK (Peña et al., 2018) 

ALDeQ (Paradis, et al., 2010) 

 

Parents (with help of 

interpreters if 

parents do not 

speak English), 

teachers, school 

records 

Morphosyntax, 

receptive and 

expressive in English 

Identify DLD  Test for Reception of Grammar 

Version 2 (TROG-2; Bishop, 

2009; CELF Word Structure 

Subtest,  

TOLD Morphological 

Completion Subtest;  

CASL, grammatical morphemes 

subtest;  

Test of Early Grammatical 

Impairment (Rice & Wexler, 

2001). 

TACL-4 (Carrow-Woolfolk, E. 

2014).Pro-ED. 

Direct assessment 
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measure 

Nonword repetition  Identify DLD  CTOPP NWR subtest 

TILLS NWR subtest;  

LITMUS-NWR (Chiat, 2015) 

Syllable Repetition Test 

(Shriberg et al., 2009) 

 

Direct Assessment 
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evaluation, if 

necessary; 
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CELF Sentence repetition 

subtest; TOLD sentence 

imitation subtest 

Direct assessment 
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By SLPS who Do Not Speak the Client’s L1

		Area of Assessment

		Primary Purpose

		Suggested Instruments

		Information Source



		First Language History

		Identify DLD

		Restrepo (1998) questionnaire for parents 

ITALK (Peña et al., 2018)

ALDeQ (Paradis, et al., 2010)



		Parents (with help of interpreters if parents do not speak English), teachers, school records



		Morphosyntax, receptive and expressive in English

		Identify DLD

		Test for Reception of Grammar Version 2 (TROG-2; Bishop, 2009; CELF Word Structure Subtest, 

TOLD Morphological Completion Subtest; 

CASL, grammatical morphemes subtest; 

Test of Early Grammatical Impairment (Rice & Wexler, 2001).

TACL-4 (Carrow-Woolfolk, E. 2014).Pro-ED.

		Direct assessment with standardized measure



		Nonword repetition

		Identify DLD

		CTOPP NWR subtest
TILLS NWR subtest; 
LITMUS-NWR (Chiat, 2015)

Syllable Repetition Test (Shriberg et al., 2009)



		Direct Assessment



		Sentence repetition

		Supplement Dx evaluation, if necessary; ambiguous

		CELF Sentence repetition subtest; TOLD sentence imitation subtest

		Direct assessment
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Supplementary, Non-diagnostic Assessment of English Language Learners 
 



 



Area of Assessment Primary Purpose Suggested Instruments Information Source 
Narrative production Identify baseline 



function, goals for 
Rx 



Story retell, such as A Boy, a 
Dog, and a Frog  
(Mayer, 1967) in English 



Direct assessment 



Dynamic assessment Identify best 
methods of 
intervention 



Teach-test-teach Direct assessment 



Comprehension of 
vocabulary L1 



Identify baseline 
function, goals for 
Rx 



Standardized tests in home 
language if available (CELF, 
PPVT, BESO for Spanish; 
Battery for the Evaluation of 
Verbal and Nonverbal Skills in 
Bilingual Children (BaBIL; 
Bellocchi, Bonifacci, & 
Contento, 2013) for other 
languages); parent interview on 
words known if not 



Direct assessment 



Comprehension of 
vocabulary L2 



Identify baseline 
function, goals for 
Rx 



Peabody Picture Vocabulary 
Test  



Direct assessment 



Behavioral 
observation 



Identify goals and 
methods for 
intervention; assess 
needs for classroom 
function 



Informal assessment of 
pragmatics, class performance, 
language preference 



Direct assessment 
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Area of Assessment  Primary Purpose  Suggested Instruments  Information Source 

Narrative production  Identify baseline 

function, goals for 

Rx 

Story retell, such as A Boy, a 

Dog, and a Frog  

(Mayer, 1967) in English 

Direct assessment 

Dynamic assessment  Identify best 

methods of 

intervention 

Teach-test-teach  Direct assessment 

Comprehension of 

vocabulary L1 

Identify baseline 

function, goals for 

Rx 

Standardized tests in home 

language if available (CELF, 

PPVT, BESO for Spanish; 

Battery for the Evaluation of 

Verbal and Nonverbal Skills in 

Bilingual Children (BaBIL; 

Bellocchi, Bonifacci, & 

Contento, 2013) for other 

languages); parent interview on 

words known if not 

Direct assessment 

Comprehension of 

vocabulary L2 

Identify baseline 

function, goals for 

Rx 

Peabody Picture Vocabulary 

Test  

Direct assessment 

Behavioral 

observation 

Identify goals and 

methods for 

intervention; assess 

needs for classroom 

function 

Informal assessment of 

pragmatics, class performance, 

language preference 

Direct assessment 
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		Area of Assessment

		Primary Purpose

		Suggested Instruments

		Information Source



		Narrative production

		Identify baseline function, goals for Rx

		Story retell, such as A Boy, a Dog, and a Frog 
(Mayer, 1967) in English

		Direct assessment



		Dynamic assessment

		Identify best methods of intervention

		Teach-test-teach

		Direct assessment



		Comprehension of vocabulary L1

		Identify baseline function, goals for Rx

		Standardized tests in home language if available (CELF, PPVT, BESO for Spanish; Battery for the Evaluation of Verbal and Nonverbal Skills in Bilingual Children (BaBIL; Bellocchi, Bonifacci, & Contento, 2013) for other languages); parent interview on words known if not

		Direct assessment



		Comprehension of vocabulary L2

		Identify baseline function, goals for Rx

		Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test 

		Direct assessment



		Behavioral observation

		Identify goals and methods for intervention; assess needs for classroom function

		Informal assessment of pragmatics, class performance, language preference

		Direct assessment
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