2012 Guidelines

I. Student Research & Creative Activities (SRCA) Award
A. Award certificates are presented by the Provost on WCU Research Day, March 29, 2012.

B. A check for $500 will be offered for each successful proposal; up to twelve (12) projects may be awarded.

II. SRCA Award Eligibility

A.   Undergraduate applicants must be registered for at least 18 credit hours and graduate applicants must be registered for at least 6 credit hours during the 2011-2012 academic year at WCU.

B. Students may submit a research paper or scholarly/creative project within any of the academic disciplines offered by WCU.

C. Student applicant may work with co-authors on the paper detailing the scholarly/creative project, but no co-author may be a faculty/staff/administrative member of  WCU or any other institution or organization.

D. There is no limit on the number of projects in which a student can participate, but no student can win more than $500 in an SRCA competition for either a single project (as the principal author) or more than one project (as a co-author).

III. SRCA Award Criteria

Applications for the 2012 SRCA MUST be professionally written and include the following components, in the same order: 
A. Completed SRCA cover page.

B. Abstract: maximum of 250 words.

C. Project Narrative: maximum of 20 pages, double-spaced, 1 inch margins, and 12 point font.  The 20 page limit does not include bibliography or exhibits representing physical objects (such as art work, recordings, etc).

D. Letter of Support from Faculty Mentor: one letter of support from a WCU Faculty

member who is familiar with the applicant’s scholarly work.

The following operational definitions will be used to interpret the award criteria:

A. ABSTRACT (Maximum of 250 words)

The abstract is an overview of the entire project. It should contain a brief statement pertaining to each of the review criteria included in the complete application document. The abstract in this competition must not exceed 250 words. The applicant should identify up to 5 keywords at the end of the abstract.

B. PROJECT NARRATIVE (Maximum of 20 double-spaced pages)

The Project Narrative is comprised of the following four segments:

i) Introduction

An applicant will provide the reader with background knowledge necessary to place his/her project in context. The introduction explains the concepts necessary to understand the project and gives the reader a "snapshop" view of what has already been done by others in the project area, while allowing the reader to understand how the applicant's project fits into this context. Where appropriate, this section may take the form of a review of the existing literature with operational definitions of key terms, though in some disciplines, an alternate form may be more appropriate.

ii) Methodology

Methodology refers to the processes, procedures, and/or approaches or tools used by the applicant to conduct his/her research and/or creative activities project. This review criterion should include the questions to be answered and/or the specific objective to be achieved. Methodology should also include specific activities that the applicant implemented or carried out to answer the questions or specific objectives related to research and/or creative activities. 

iii) Results/Outcomes

This review criterion must include concrete and specific evidence showing that the planned project goals and objectives, indicated in the methodology segment of the application, were achieved or not achieved. Examples of elements of this review criterion include, but are not limited to the following: tables, figures, objects, images/pictures, narrative, script, musical score, etc.

iv) Conclusion

The conclusion should explain to the reader why your paper was meaningful and should give the paper a sense of completeness by clearly summarizing the results of your work. This section should also discuss the future of the work, either by discussing areas for further related research or by discussing ways in which you can envision your work being used, shared, improved, etc.

C. LETTER OF SUPPORT FROM FACULTY MENTOR (One)

The letter of support must include specific statements that refer to the applicant’s and WCU faculty member’s roles in the proposed project.  The letter must be professionally presented.

IV. Evaluation Rubric

Based on the contents of the award criteria, a standard rubric will be used by WCU faculty members to evaluate each submitted application. Please click on the srca rubric for your reference.

V. Complete SRCA Award Application Format

The application package must be electronically submitted to the following SRCA-designated e-mail address: srca2012@wcupa.edu. Complete application must be received no later than 5 PM on Feb. 24th, 2012. The application package must be presented in the following order:

A. Cover Page 
B. Abstract

C. Project Narrative

D. One letter of support from Faculty Mentor

VI. Other SRCA Award Stipulations

A. Each paper or scholarly/creative project will be evaluated by the Student Research &

Creative Activities (SRCA) Committee. The SRCA Committee has representatives from each WCU College.
B. Award recipients must present their papers or scholarly/creative projects in person on

Research Day on March 29, 2012. Oral presentation or poster formats are available.

C. Only one award will be given to any one research paper or scholarly/creative project. Co-awardees will share the award of $500 equally.

D. All submissions become the property of WCU. WCU asserts no claim on any intellectual property contained in any submission. Applicants give WCU the right to reveal and/or display submissions, excerpts, or photographs in connection with this competition now or in future for promotional materials.

E. Projects involving physical objects like sculptures or the like should be represented by photographs of sufficient quality to allow the committee to evaluate the project. These must be submitted as files on the computerized submission system or on CD's or DVD's.  Projects involving music, dance, art or theater performances should be represented by video or audio files. The viewing/listening time of such media is restricted to 10 minutes.  All such creative projects must also include a written introduction to the submitted project.  Please submit ALL physical objects to the attention of Dr. Mike Ayewoh, Associate Vice President of Sponsored Research, Filano Hall, Room 205. 

F. Awards are administered by the Office of Sponsored Research.

