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            September 17, 2009 

  FYI . . .  
   An Occasional Communication   

       from the President 
 

   

Welcome to the New Academic Year! 

Welcome to the 2009-2010 academic year at West Chester University!  I am delighted to be 

experiencing my first fall semester at WCU.  From all accounts, the year is off to a strong start, 

from move-in day to the opening of classes and co-curricular programs. 

Because we have an inaugural address this year instead of the usual welcome-back address, I 

would like to devote this issue of FYI to introducing our newest WCU faculty and administrators.  

In addition, I want to share the Presidential Initiatives for the coming year—we aren’t going to 

let the slow economy hold us back from achieving great things.  During the inauguration, I will 

be talking about the initiatives in more depth. 

The inaugural events begin on the evening of September 24 with a 7 p.m. concert in the Emilie 

K. Asplundh Concert Hall.  The concert, which is free and open to everyone, will feature 

students from the College of Visual and Performing Arts.  The formal inaugural ceremony begins 

at 10 a.m. the next morning, September 25, in the Asplundh Concert Hall and will be followed 

by lunch and campus highlights on the Quad.  Included among the highlights will be short 

performances and exhibits by WCU students, faculty, and staff.  The inauguration is a campus-

wide celebration of our extraordinary university, and I hope you will be able to take part! 

WCU’s Newest Faculty 

Francis Atuahene is an assistant professor in the Department of 

Educational Development, Pre-Major Advising.  He earned his BA in 

political science and public administration from the University of 

Ghana.  His MA in international affairs, MPA in political science and 

in public administration and policy, and PhD in higher education 

administration, leadership, and policy are from Ohio University.  Dr. 

Atuahene’s doctoral dissertation is entitled Analysis of Higher 

Education Finance Policy: Assessment of the Ghana Education Trust 

Fund.  In addition to serving as an instructor at Ohio University, Dr. 
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Atuahene was the graduate coordinator for Ohio University’s Summer Cooperative African 

Languages Institute.  Earlier, he was a student coordinator for Care International, Ghana.  

Among his several conference presentations and publications is his book Higher Education 

CƛƴŀƴŎŜ tƻƭƛŎȅΥ {ǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ tŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ LƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ 

the Ghana Education Trust Fund (Vdm Verlag 2008). 

Marcos Campillo-Fenoll is an assistant professor in the Department 

of Languages and Cultures.  Dr. Campillo-Fenoll earned his BA in 

English philology from the University of Murcia, Spain, and his MA in 

Hispanic literatures from the University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign.  In addition to completing the University of Murcia 

coursework for a doctorate in 19th and 20th century literature and 

culture, he earned his PhD in Spanish American literature from the 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, entitling his dissertation 

Mercado, archivo y nación: La antología literaria del siglo XIX como 

museo de la construcción nacional en el Cono Sur.  Along with 

literature and culture, his research and teaching interests include all levels of Spanish language 

instruction, community-based and service learning, and translation.  Dr. Campillo-Fenoll has 

numerous translations and publications to his credit and has served as an instructor for a study-

abroad program in Argentina. 

Matthew Cummiskey is an assistant professor in the Department of 

Kinesiology.  He earned his BS in K-12 health and physical education 

from Ithaca College, his MS in physical education from the State 

University of New York at Cortland, and his PhD in kinesiology from 

Temple University, where his concentration was physical education 

curriculum and instruction.  Before coming to West Chester 

University, Dr. Cummiskey was on the faculty of Central Connecticut 

State University.  He has also taught at Temple University and at 

WCU, where he was on the Rising Juniors Program summer faculty.  

His extensive experience includes alternative physical education 

programming for Chenango Forks High School (New York) and health and physical education 

teaching for the School District of Philadelphia, as well as for schools in North Carolina and New 

York.  He has served as a personal trainer and fitness instructor, amassed substantial coaching 

experience, and earned a strong record as a volleyball, basketball, and tennis player. 

Kathleen Ellis is an associate professor in the Department of Kinesiology.  She earned her BA in 

K-12 physical education and health from the University of North Carolina at Wilmington, her 

MEd in sport physiology from Bowling Green State University, and her PhD in adapted physical 
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education and deaf education from Michigan State University.  

Before joining the WCU faculty, Dr. Ellis was on the faculty of the 

University of Rhode Island Department of Kinesiology, where she 

taught undergraduate and graduate courses in adapted physical 

education, statistics, and research methods.  She has also taught 

in the Michigan State University departments of Kinesiology and 

Special Education and served as director of the physical 

education program at the Michigan School for the Deaf.  Dr. Ellis 

is a certified master teacher of adapted aquatics.  She has 

numerous presentations and publications to her credit and earned the University of Rhode 

Island’s Excellence in Teaching and Service Diversity Award. 

Lori Fuller is an associate professor in the Department of 

Accounting, having joined the West Chester University faculty at 

the beginning of the 2009 spring semester.  She earned her BBA in 

accounting from the University of Oklahoma and her PhD in 

business administration from Arizona State University.  For her 

doctoral work, Dr. Fuller majored in accounting (auditing) and 

minored in psychology.  Her primary research interest is in 

analytical, behavioral, and forensic auditing, while her teaching 

interests include auditing and assurance services, information 

systems/systems auditing, and managerial/cost accounting.  

Before coming to WCU, Dr. Fuller was on the faculty of Widener University.  She has served on 

the faculty of the University of Delaware and was a visiting instructor at Auburn University.  She 

also has extensive experience as an auditor for firms in Oklahoma and, since 1998, has been the 

CFO of FSquared Consulting, Inc., located in Newark, Delaware.  Dr. Fuller has several 

publications and presentations to her credit. 

Mark Hickman is an instructor in the Department of 

Communication Studies.  Before completing doctoral-level studies 

in public communication at the University of Maryland, Professor 

Hickman earned a BA in speech from Marshall University and an 

MA in communication and theatre from Miami University.  His 

scholarly interests lie particularly in the fields of public speaking 

and political communication.  Professor Hickman has been a part of 

the West Chester University Department of Communication 

Studies since 1998 and is the University’s director of forensics.  

Before coming to WCU, he taught in and directed forensics 

programs at the Ohio State University, Ohio University, and Miami University.  Among his past 
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and current professional activities are service as president of the Ohio Forensic Association, 

membership on the executive council of the National Forensic Association, and presentations in 

the areas of forensics, public speaking, and student leadership development. 

Matin Katirai is an assistant professor in the Department of 

Geography and Planning.  Dr. Katirai earned his BA in geography 

from York University, Toronto, his MPH from the University of 

Kentucky College of Public Health, and his PhD in urban and 

public affairs from the University of Louisville.  For his doctoral 

studies, his area of specialization was urban planning and 

development, and his dissertation examines urban sprawl, 

equity, and emergency response across the United States.  He 

has also earned a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 

application specialist’s certificate.  Dr. Katirai’s teaching interests 

include GIS; land-use planning; economic, medical, urban, and transportation geography; 

disaster preparedness and emergency response; environmental and hazard-mitigation planning 

and policy; and statistics and research methods.  He brings to campus such experience as 

teaching in the GIS field for the University of Kentucky, service as a research associate for the 

University of Louisville Center for Hazard Research and Policy Development, and employment in 

Ontario as a GIS data coordinator and specialist for the Canadian Tire Corporation and Akanda 

Innovation, Inc.  Dr. Katirai’s publication credits include co-authoring “Malaria Early Warning 

Systems: Risk Assessment and Vulnerability Mapping for Nigeria” for the National Space 

Research and Development Agency, Abuja, Nigeria. 

Robert Kodosky is an assistant professor in the Department of History.  He earned his BS in 

social studies education from Indiana University of Pennsylvania, his MA in world history from 

Villanova University, and his PhD in American military and diplomatic history from Temple 

University.  Dr. Kodosky’s doctoral dissertation is entitled The Joint United States Public Affairs 

Office in Vietnam: The Truth and Consequences of American Psychological Operations.  Before 

he joined the WCU faculty full time, he had taught as an adjunct professor in the WCU 

Department of History since 2002.  He brings additional teaching experience from the 

Immaculata University College of Life Long Learning and from Rittenhouse Academy.  Among 

Dr. Kodosky’s areas of expertise are the Vietnam War, United States history from the Pre-

Columbian Era through Reconstruction, and the American experience from the Pre-Columbian 

Era to the present.  He has numerous presentations and publications to his credit, including the 

forthcoming article “Holy Tet Westy!: Graphic Novels Gone to War,” to be published in the 

Journal of Popular Culture. 
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Edward Mackey is an assistant professor in the Department of Nursing.  He earned his BS in 

nursing from Eastern College, MS in nurse anesthesia and education from St. Joseph’s 

University, MSN in community health nursing from West Chester University, and PhD in 

psychology from Northcentral University.  Dr. Mackey’s dissertation is entitled The Use of 

Hypnosis and Therapeutic Suggestion as an Adjunct to Intravenous Sedation for Patients Having 

Third Molar Extraction in an Outpatient Setting.  His extensive experience includes teaching at 

the Villanova Graduate School of Nurse Anesthesiology, West Chester University, Eastern 

University, Drexel University, and the Lankenau Hospital School of Nurse Anesthesia.  Examples 

of his professional experience include conducting a private practice in the areas of consultation, 

hypnosis and hypnotherapy, and anesthesia services and serving as a chief certified registered 

nurse anesthetist for American Dental.  Dr. Mackey is active in professional organizations and is 

a frequent conference presenter. 

Jeffery Osgood is an assistant professor in the Department of 

Political Science.  He earned his BS in political science from Austin 

Peay State University, his MPA from Western Kentucky University, 

and his PhD in urban and public affairs from the University of 

Louisville.  His dissertation is entitled Exurban Development: An 

analysis of migration, policy, and territorial scale.  Dr. Osgood’s 

teaching interests include American national government, public 

policy, public administration, research methodology, state and local 

government, and urban political economy.  His research interests 

focus on comparative urban development, globalization and cities, 

public personnel management, and urban political economy.  Dr. Osgood is an active researcher 

and has several publications, presentations, and other scholarly projects to his credit. 

Scott Parsell is an associate professor in the Department of 

Mathematics.  Dr. Parsell earned his BS in mathematics from the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology and his MS and PhD in 

mathematics from the University of Michigan.  His doctoral area of 

specialization was analytic number theory, and his doctoral thesis 

is entitled Exponential sums and diophantine problems.  Before 

joining the West Chester University faculty, Dr. Parsell was on the 

mathematics faculty of Butler University.  He has also been a 

National Science Foundation postdoctoral fellow at Pennsylvania 

State University and a visiting professor at Texas A&M University.  

Dr. Parsell is the recipient of numerous grants and has many publications and national and 

international presentations to his credit. 
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Cassandra Reyes is an assistant professor in the Department of Criminal 

Justice.  She earned her BA in Spanish and criminology, MA in 

criminology, and PhD in criminology from Indiana University of 

Pennsylvania.  Her dissertation is entitled Of fists and fangs: An 

exploration of the degree to which the Graduation Hypothesis predicts 

future adolescent delinquency and aggression.  Before joining the WCU 

faculty, Dr. Reyes was an editorial assistant for the Prison Journal, based 

in Indiana, Pennsylvania.  Among her extensive prior experience is 

service as an independent contractor of Spanish transliteration, a 

correctional officer, a bilingual probation officer and bilingual senior 

parole officer, and a juvenile delinquency specialist.  Dr. Reyes is the author of numerous 

presentations and publications. 

Israel Sanz-Sánchez is an assistant professor in the Department of 

Languages and Cultures.  He earned his BA in English language and 

literature from the University of Valladolid, Spain, his MA in 

Spanish linguistics from San Diego State University, and his PhD in 

Hispanic languages and literatures from the University of 

California, Berkeley.  Dr. Sanz-Sánchez’s doctoral fields of 

specialization included the diachronic and synchronic linguistics of 

Spanish, historical dialectology, textual criticism, discourse 

analysis, and Spanish medieval literature.  His dissertation, entitled 

Diachronic Variation in New Mexican Spanish: 1690-1920, 

describes and analyzes the internal patterns of evolution of the oldest variety of Spanish in the 

United States.  He has extensive experience in Spanish to English, Portuguese to English, and 

English to Spanish translation, including serving as co-editor and co-translator for the book 

Palabra de rey: Selección de estudios sobre legislación alfonsina, by Jerry R. Craddock 

(Seminario de Estudios Medievales y Renacentistas 2008).  In addition, Dr. Sanz-Sánchez has 

several national and international conference presentations to his credit. 

Patricia Swasey Washington is an assistant professor in the 

Department of Communicative Disorders.  She earned her BA in 

speech-language pathology and Spanish from Douglass College, 

Rutgers University, her MS in speech-language pathology from 

William Paterson University, and her PhD from the Temple 

University Department of Communication Sciences.  Her 

dissertation is entitled A developmental study of oral language 

measures in Spanish-speaking English Language Learners 

investigating different norming methods.  Dr. Swasey 
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Washington’s extensive experience includes serving as interim director of clinical education and 

clinical services for the Temple University Department of Communication Sciences, as a speech-

language supervisor for the Temple University Speech-Language-Hearing Center, and as a 

speech-language pathologist in school and healthcare settings.  She is the author of several 

presentations and publications. 

Christine Williams is an assistant professor in the Department of 

Health.  She earned her BS in marketing and management and her MS 

in health promotion from the University of Delaware.  Her PhD in 

health is from Middle Tennessee State University.   As an adjunct 

professor, Dr. Williams taught personal conditioning at Montgomery 

College.  Since 2004, she has been a consultant for the American 

Council for Fitness and Nutrition.  Among her other experience, she 

was a financial aid manager for the University of Pennsylvania’s 

Wharton School and worked for several years for MBNA America 

Bank, including serving as a senior officer in the area of personal 

banking.  Her publications in progress include a review of manipulation checks in sports and 

exercise psychology and works on stress, sleep, and the validation of psychrometers. 

York Williams is an assistant professor in the Department of 

Special Education.  He earned his BA in philosophy from North 

Carolina Central University, his MA in the philosophy of social 

science from West Chester University, and his MEd and PhD in 

urban education from Temple University.  Dr. Williams’ 

doctoral studies focused on urban education reform and on 

special and gifted education; his dissertation is entitled 

Charter school reform as rational choice: An analysis of African 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ 

residentially segregated community.  Before joining the WCU faculty, he was an assistant 

professor of elementary education at Lincoln University and the director of Lincoln University’s 

Teaching and Learning Enhancement Center.  Other examples of his extensive experience 

include teaching at the University of Delaware, West Chester University, and Temple University; 

serving as a gifted resource teacher and coordinator and as a geography and English teacher for 

E.N. Pierce Middle School (West Chester); serving as a Philadelphia Teaching Fellows advisor; 

teaching philosophy for the Adult Night School of Chester County; and directing elementary 

school theatre arts through a Bucks County Community College summer program.  Dr. Williams 

is the author of numerous presentations and publications.  Among his many professional 

activities and memberships, he is the founder of Children’s Advocates for Social Justice. 
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Andrew Yozviak is an assistant professor in the Department of 

Applied Music.  He earned his BS in music education from West 

Chester University, his MM in composition from Indiana 

University, Bloomington, and his DMA in wind conducting from 

Rutgers University.  Since 2006, Dr. Yozviak has conducted the 

West Chester University Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Band, 

Concert Band, and Chamber Winds; directed the Golden Rams 

Marching Band; and taught instrumental conducting and 

marching band techniques.  He has also served as a band 

director for Susquehanna University, Quakertown Community Senior High School, and the 

Pocono Mountain School District, where he was music department head.  Dr. Yozviak is an 

active composer and arranger, the sole proprietor of Pocono Marching Concepts, a freelance 

trumpet and euphonium player, and a private brass instructor.  He has to his credit numerous 

publications, commissioned compositions and arrangements, conference conducting and 

performances, service as a conference and workshop clinician, and other service as a clinician 

and adjudicator. 

 

WCU’s Newest Administrators 

Idna Corbett is West Chester University’s dean of undergraduate 

studies and student support services, a position she held on an 

interim basis beginning in 2006.  Dr. Corbett joined the WCU 

Department of Educational Development in 1992 and went on to 

serve in such positions as chair of the department and director of the 

Learning Assistance and Resource Center.  She has been on the WCU 

Honors College faculty since 2000.  In 1998, Dr. Corbett was a senior 

Fulbright fellow at the Universidad Católica “Redemptoris Mater,” in 

Managua, Nicaragua.  Among her extensive experience, she directed 

Temple University’s Student Support Services program; taught at Messiah College, Westtown 

School, Universidad Pedagógica Nacional (San Pedro Sula, Honduras), Escuela Internacional 

Sampedrana (San Pedro Sula, Honduras), and Summer Hill School (Tegucigalpa, Honduras).  She 

has also served as a special advisor to the Nicaraguan Ministry of Education, Culture, and 

Sports.  Dr. Corbett has been awarded several major grants, is a frequent presenter at national 

and international conferences, and is the author of numerous publications.  She earned her BA 

in psychology and business administration from Goshen College, MA in continuing education 

from Michigan State University, and EdD in secondary-education curriculum theory and 

development from Temple University. 
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Deirdre Pettipiece is the College of Arts and Sciences’ associate dean for faculty development 

and external affairs.  Before coming to West Chester University, she was the director of writing 

programs and an associate professor of English for the University of the Sciences, Philadelphia.  

Dr. Pettipiece has also taught at Cheyney University—where she chaired the Department of 

Communications and Modern Languages and coordinated the writing programs—Arizona State 

University, California Polytechnic University, and the Signal Peak Campus of Central Arizona 

College, as well as at other Arizona institutions on an adjunct basis.  Her numerous 

presentations and publications include the books Sex Theories and the Shaping of Two 

Moderns: Hemingway and H.D. (Routledge 2002), Teaching and Learning in the Electronic 

Classroom (Arizona State University 1997), and Introduction to Professional Writing 

(forthcoming from Pearson).  Dr. Pettipiece earned her BA in English from California State 

University and her MA in English from California State Polytechnic University.  Her PhD in 

English, which focused on scientific theories and 20th century textual production, is from 

Arizona State University. 

 

Presidential Initiatives 2009–2010 

¶ Continue to foster a climate of access, civility, trust, and respect that serves to promote the 

University’s Values Statement.   

¶ Elevate the visibility and image of West Chester University as a world-class, top-of-mind, 

first-choice regional comprehensive public university, including attracting and retaining top 

faculty, staff, and students.   

¶ Complete the planning for a highly successful Middle States reaccreditation, and integrate 

the preparation for comprehensive strategic planning into this process. 

¶ Establish new instructional programs and alternative delivery venues that are responsive to 

emerging workforce needs and reflect the interests of current and future WCU students. 

¶ Through increased grants and contracting, giving, and entrepreneurial activities, expand and 

develop resources in support of WCU’s mission. 

¶ Enable WCU to achieve national and global recognition as a leader in the implementation of 

green technologies, in sustainable energy, and in the reduction of our carbon footprint. 

¶ Develop and implement initiatives that continue to improve the relationship between West 

Chester University and its surrounding communities. 

 

I look forward to seeing you at the inaugural activities and 

working with you throughout the year ahead.  


