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Fall Seasonal Safety Tips
· Make a habit of changing the batteries in smoke detectors and CO detectors when you set your clocks back on the last Sunday of October. This year on October 29, 2006, change the batteries, clean the detectors, and test all detectors.  
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· Have your chimney cleaned by a professional chimney sweep before you begin using your fireplace!  Chimneys should be checked annually for creosote buildup and cleaned if necessary.  Cleaning may be required more often based on how often you use your fireplace.  A qualified chimney sweep can provide the details you need to be fire safe in the fall.
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· Have your furnace serviced by a professional to be sure that it is operating and venting properly.  Carbon monoxide is a colorless and odorless gas that can cause serious illness or death after prolonged exposure.  Oil and gas fired heating systems are carbon monoxide sources.
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· Cleaning your gutters? Minimize your chances of injury from a fall:
1. Work with a partner

2. Do not overreach

3. Make sure the ladder you are using is dry and in good repair

4. Wear non-skid shoes
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· Have your automobile serviced before winter.  Have your tires checked, wipers replaced, battery and oil checked, as well as the heating system inspected.
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· Install a survival kit in your automobile.  A survival kit should include at a minimum: a blanket, water, food, cell phone and emergency phone numbers.
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