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INTRODUCTION 

 

     This Handbook has been prepared to provide you with a guide to your degree 

program.  It is intended to supplement rather than replace the University catalog and 

other official University publications.  You are encouraged to keep your handbook 

throughout your association with the department.  You will find that it will be helpful 

in planning your program and in maintaining a record of your progress toward 

completing the requirements for your degree.  

 

 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

It is the mission of the Department of Theatre and Dance at West Chester 

University to prepare our students for the professional world and the academic world 

of theatre and dance, in addition to the community enrichment of the performing 

arts. We will provide our students through esteemed faculty and state of the art 

facilities the skills in communication, management, performance, production, and 

research through educational opportunities and initial professional outlets. We will 

promote an academic and production program of artistic freedom that supports and 

strengthens the cultural, moral, and social fabric of our university and the society it 

serves. 

 

A STATEMENT OF EXPECTATIONS FOR 
 THEATRE MAJORS AND THEATRE AND DANCE MINORS 

 

 

All Theatre majors and Theatre minors belong to University Theatre, and may 

belong to University Dance Company depending upon declaration of the dance 

concentration within the Theatre major, or the Dance minor, or personal interest. 

 

The B.A. Theatre major and minors in Theatre and Dance should consult their 

advisor for current requirements.  A grade of „C‟ or better must be earned in each 
of the required core courses and in each of the courses selected to meet the 
„focus area‟ requirements. 
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FACULTY AND STAFF 

 
BERKOWITZ, JAY (M.A.), Generalist  
AND 332B, 610-436-2449 
jberkowitz@wcupa.edu 
 
BYTNAR, ROBERT (M.F.A.), Chairperson, Department of Theatre & Dance 
Directing, Musical Theatre 
AND 118, 610-738-0529 
rbytnar@wcupa.edu 
 
FIELD, REBECCA (Ph.D.), Voice 
Swope School of Music 240, 610-436-2973 
rfield@wcupa.edu 
 
HAUGHEY, THOMAS P. (M.F.A), Faculty Technical Director 
201 Carter Drive 116, 610-436-3461 
thaughey@wcupa.edu 
 
KELLY, LEONARD (M.F.A.), Performance, Voice and Movement, Alpha Si Omega Advisor 
AND 332D, 610-36-3462 
lkelly@wcupa.edu 
 
MAJEWICZ, FERNA , Department Administrator, UT Business Manager 
AND 118, 610-436-3463 
fmajewicz@wcupa.edu 
 
MORGAN, JOAN MARY (M.F.A.), Scene and Costume Design 
AND 336, 610-436-2257 or 610-436-1918 
jmorgan2@wcupa.edu 
 
ROGGE, EMILY (M.F.A.), Performance, Voice and Movement 
AND333A, 610-436-2257 
erogge@wcupa.edu 
 
ROUSSANOFF, IGOR (M.F.A.), Faculty Costume Studio Supervisor 
AND120, 610-436-1819 
iroussanoff@wcupa.edu 
 
ROVINE, HARVEY (Ph.D), Dramaturgy, Playwrighting, Theatre History, Theatre Minor Program 
AND 332D, 610-436-3261 
hrovine@wcupa.edu 
 
STARUCH, LIZ ( M.F.A.), Dance, Musical Theatre 
Sturzebecker HSC 311, 610-436-3356 
estaruch@wcupa.edu 
 
STUDLIEN-WEBB, GRETCHEN (M.F.A.), Dance Minor Program, University Dance Company Advisor 
Sturzebecker HSC 314, 610-436-2942 
gstudlien-webb@wcupa.edu 
 
WUNSCH, JULIET  (M.F.A.), Scene and Light Design, University Theatre Advisor, 
AND 333B, 610-436-3492 
jwunsch@wcupa.edu 
 

mailto:jberkowitz@wcupa.edu
mailto:rbytnar@wcupa.edu
mailto:rfield@wcupa.edu
mailto:thaughey@wcupa.edu
mailto:lkelly@wcupa.edu
mailto:fmajewicz@wcupa.edu
mailto:jmorgan2@wcupa.edu
mailto:erogge@wcupa.edu
mailto:iroussanoff@wcupa.edu
mailto:hrovine@wcupa.edu
mailto:estaruch@wcupa.edu
mailto:gstudlien-webb@wcupa.edu
mailto:jwunsch@wcupa.edu
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WHAT CAN YOU DO WITH A DEGREE IN THEATRE AND DANCE? 

 

While a B.A. program is not designed to prepare students to assume a specific career 

position upon graduation, Theatre and Dance students may expect to find one or 

more of the following situations available to them when they graduate: 

 

1. Graduate programs that will prepare the student for educational and professional 

careers.      

2. A variety of positions in the professional theatre and dance, locally, regionally, and 

nationally. 

3. Opportunities in arts organizations, e.g., dance companies, museums, arts 

centers, and music. 

4. Careers, which require excellent communication and interpersonal skills, 

combined with a strong liberal arts foundation. 

 

West Chester students and graduates of the theatre and dance program have been 

employed by numerous regional and national companies, including: 

 

Alabama Shakespeare Company   Radio City Music Hall 

Arden Theater Company     Rue Britannia Sketch Comedy (NYC) 

Arena Stage       Totem Pole Playhouse 

Asolo Stage (FL)      Vagabond Acting Troupe 

Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Company  Virginia Stage Company 

Center Stage (Baltimore)     Waitstaff Sketch Comedy (PHL) 

Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park   Walnut Street Theatre 

Cleveland Play House     Warehouse Theatre 

Dock Street Theatre (SC)    Westside Theatre (NYC) 

Guthrie Theatre      Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company 

Harrisburg Shakespeare 

Headlong Dance Company Broadway/Off Broadway/National 

Indianapolis Civic Center  Tours: 

Jane Street Playhouse (NYC)    A Chorus Line 

McCarter Theatre      Hair 

Millbrook Playhouse     Dance of the Vampires 

New York City Opera 

Paper Mill Playhouse 

Peoples Light and Theatre Company 

Philadelphia Shakespeare Company 

Philadelphia Theatre Company 

Pig Iron 

Powerhouse Theatre Company 

QVC Productions 
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DEPARTMENTAL POLICIES 

 
ACADEMIC POLICY 

 

The B.A. Theatre Program 

 

The B.A. Theatre program is designed for the student who desires to combine the 

foundation of a liberal arts education with the creative skills needed by the 

developing theatre and dance artist.  Courses in the University's general education 

curriculum provide students with opportunities to achieve basic competencies in the 

liberal arts.  These competencies include: 

 

1. The ability to communicate ethically, persuasively, and with sensitivity by learning 

to think, speak, and write clearly and cogently. 

 

2. An informed acquaintance with the scientific method; with the main forms of 

analysis and the historical and quantitative techniques needed for investigating 

the workings and development of modern society. 

 

3. An awareness of other cultures and a basic understanding of the pertinent moral 

and ethical problems facing mankind. 

 

4. The ability to perceive and expose fallacious reasoning and the capacity to explain 

and defend points of view effectively.  

 

5. An understanding of and experience in art forms other than theatre and dance. 

 

 

Courses and productions in the B.A. Theatre program provide students with 

opportunities to develop the following competencies specific to theatre and dance: 

 

1. An ability to apply conventional critical and analytical standards to representative 

plays from the major periods of theatre history, both traditional and 

nontraditional. 

 

2. Knowledge of the physical theatres, production techniques, and cultural milieus of 

major periods of theatre and dance history. 

 

3. An ability to perform and understand the basic tasks of the actor, including but 

not limited to process and preparation, character analysis, application of makeup, 

and vocal and movement skills. 
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4. A basic understanding of the fundamental skills required by the director, 

including but not limited to script analysis, audition procedures, rehearsal 

process, blocking and picturization, and communication with collaborative artists. 

 

 

5. A basic understanding of the fundamental skills required by the dancer, including 

but not limited to process and preparation, technique skills and comprehension, 

and thematic approach and analysis. 

 

6. A basic understanding of the fundamental skills required by the choreographer, 

including but not limited to thematic development, audition procedures, rehearsal 

process, historical research, and communication with collaborative artists. 

 

7. The student must demonstrate an understanding of the process involved in the 

designing and production of stage costumes, makeup, lighting, and stage setting. 

 

8. The ability to handle basic technical theatre operations in the costume and scene 

shops. 

 

By fulfilling each of the above competencies, B.A. Theatre majors and Theatre and 

Dance minors demonstrate basic knowledge and skill in each of the academic and 

production areas offered for study in the program.  To achieve this end, faculty work 

closely with students in collaborative efforts designed to develop theatre and dance 

artists. 

 
THEATRE AND DANCE PROGRAMS OF STUDY 

 

 

The B.A. in Theatre provides students with liberal arts education, training, and 

experience in various aspects of theatre and dance and an opportunity to specialize 

in a specific area of theatre.  The areas of concentration that are available include: 

dance; design/technical production; music theatre; and performance (acting).  The 

specific courses needed to fulfill the requirements for the B.A. Theatre degree are 

detailed in the advising section.  B.A. Theatre majors must also complete the general 

education requirements and the foreign language requirement. 

 

Departmental Grade Index Requirements for Graduation 

You must achieve a scholastic index of at least 2.00 in your major before you will be 

recommended for graduation. Grades of "C-" or lower in major subjects must be 

raised to "C" or better.  Transfer credits from another institution are accepted for 

courses in which a student earned a grade of "D" or better EXCEPT when those 

courses are to be counted as part of the student's major.  A grade of "C" or better is 

then required. 
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Departmental Advisement 

When you become a major in the department you will be assigned an advisor.  Your 

advisor will assist you in managing the possible confusing conditions that occur with 

course selections, class schedules, course requirements, career options, etc.  Please 

be aware that having an advisor does not absolve you from responsibility for knowing 

and completing University requirements for graduation.  Ultimately, the responsibility 

for fulfilling all requirements is yours and you will bear the cost of any errors that are 

made. 
 

Theatre Minor Requirements 

The Department of Theatre and Dance offers a minor in theatre.  Students must 

complete 19 credit hours.  

 

Dance Minor Requirements 

The Department of Theatre and Dance offers a minor in dance. Students must 

complete 21 credit hours. 

 

Specific course requirements for both Theatre and Dance minors can be discussed 

with the minor advisors of Theatre or Dance. 

 

Apprenticeships 

Apprenticeship opportunities are available for Theatre and Dance students who have 

earned at least 12 semester credits in the department.  An overall cumulative index of 

2.5 and a department index of 2.8 must have been earned to qualify.  For additional 

information regarding apprenticeships, see your advisor. 

 
 

It must be understood that the pursuit of a BA degree in Theatre in a liberal arts 

setting requires a concentration of focus that predicates a suspension of actively 

seeking opportunities in theatre and dance outside of the department except under 

special circumstances that as defined and recognized by the faculty. 

 

A student who declares him/her self as a major in the Department of Theatre and 

Dance has made a commitment to support the Department of Theatre and Dance in all 

areas of scholarship, training, and production.   

 

In addition, it must be recognized that students have academic responsibilities in 

addition to the strenuous demands made on student time and resources that seem to 

preclude participation in productions outside of the department. 

 

As we are a liberal arts BA degree, it is also understood that every student is 

encouraged, if not required, to participate in all areas and aspects of production 

throughout their tenure as majors in this department. 
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UNIVERSITY DANCE COMPANY 

 

The focus of the University Dance Company (UDC) is to promote dance as an art form 

at West Chester University and to provide students the opportunity to create and 

refine their expressive voice within this art form. UDC has two concerts every season; 

the fall concert focuses on faculty and guest artist work, while the spring concert 

mainly presents student choreography. UDC members become actively involved with 

all aspects of dance production through choreography, design, performance, and 

administrative work. They are exposed to the professional atmosphere of a dance 

company through aspects of audition, vigorous rehearsals, and several performance 

and/or production responsibilities. Students work with both faculty and guest artist 

choreographers in the creation of new choreography, and through audition, are 

invited to explore their creativity through their own choreography. Each year, UDC 

students travel to the American College Dance Festival to represent the WCU dance 

program through performance, take master classes, and watch dance from colleges 

all over the country. 
 
 

UNIVERSITY THEATRE 
 

Excellent opportunities in theatre are offered through this student organization. Its 

major productions, drawn from the classics, contemporary drama, and Broadway 

musicals are outstanding events for the University and community as well. Additional 

activities can include participation in Homecoming, the AIDS benefit, working 

concessions for productions, and monthly socials. All students with an interest in 

drama are welcome 
 
 
 

PRODUCTION POLICY 

 

Major Requirements 

1. Theatre majors must be active members of University Theatre (UT), attending at 

least two UT meetings per month. 

2. Theatre majors are encouraged to work on a minimum of two productions per 

semester. NOTE:  Active participation can satisfy some lab requirements for 

production classes.  If, during a specific semester, a major has no theatre and 

dance course which requires a lab, the student must fulfill the active participation 

requirement by working on specific production crews or performing in 

productions. 

3. Performance and musical theatre majors are expected to audition for all 

productions. 
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Theatre Minor Requirements 

1. Theatre minors are expected to belong to University Theatre. 

2. Theatre minors are required to work on half of the productions each semester.  

This requirement can be satisfied through specific lab hours or through 

participation in productions. 

 

Non-Theatre Major Participation 

1. All full-time or part-time undergraduate or graduate students are eligible to 

become members of University Theatre. 

2. From the University Theatre Constitution: 

Any student of West Chester University may join the organization and participate in 

its functions.  To maintain membership, one must work on at least 50% of the shows 

per year and attend at least two (2) University Theatre meetings a month. 

 

Production Expectations 

As a Theatre major, you must be aware of the written constitutions of 

University Dance Company and University Theatre.  As such, the B.A. Theatre major 

and Theatre and Dance minors will successfully complete, as certified by the 

appropriate student or faculty supervisor, production responsibilities as assigned 

each semester. 

 
Production positions are conditional dependent upon the student 

maintaining good academic standing with the University and passing (“C” or 
better) all department core requirements taken in semesters prior to the 
assigned position.  Should these conditions not be met, the student will be 

removed from the position in question.  In addition, failure to achieve a “C” or 

better grade in a department course will result in a student being placed on 

probation in the semester following the negative course grade.  This probation will 

result in the student being removed from consideration for major production 

assignments in that semester. 
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OVERALL REQUIREMENTS ADVISING SHEET FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE AND DANCE              Effective: August 2008 
 
NAME _______________________________________ ID# ________________  CONCENTRATION  ____________________ 

 
GENERAL ED. REQUIREMENTS              MAJOR REQUIREMENTS*                  FOCUS AREAS* 

(48 s.h.)      (35 s.h.)                   (25 s.h.) 

   

Basic Skills - 18 s.h.    Core - 27 s.h.                 See reverse side. 

_____WRT 120 (Writing)    _____DAN 130 Movement for Performance        

_____WRT 200/204/205/206/208/220 (Writing)  _____THA 103 Acting I    

_____MAT 1** (Mathematics)    _____THA 104 Stagecraft 104: Set and Props 

_____SPK  208//230    _____THA 105 Stagecraft 105: Light and Sound  

_____J (Diverse Communities)    _____THA 113 History of Theatre and Drama I  

_____I (Interdisciplinary)                   _____THA 116 Costume Construction  

_____THA 301 Directing I      

       _____THA 306 History of Theatre and Drama II    

Natural Science - 6 s.h.    _____THA 307 History of Theatre and Drama III        

Choose two from below:         

 (must be outside major)         

_____BIO 100/110 (Biology)    Theatre Practice - 8 s.h.*      

_____CHE 100/103/104/107 (Chemistry)   _____THA 100 (1 cr.) Theatre Survey                                      

_____CSC 110/115/141 (Computer Science)  _____THA 110 (1 cr.) Career Preparation (second semester juniors and seniors only  

_____ESS 101/111/170 (Geology)   _____THA 200 (1 cr.)                 

_____PHY 100/105/130/140/170/180 (Physics)  _____THA 200 (1 cr.) 

                   _____THA 200 (1 cr.) 

Behavioral/Social Sciences - 6 s.h.   _____THA 200 (1 cr.)              

Choose two from below:    _____THA 200 (1 cr.) 

(must be outside major)    _____THA 200 (1 cr.) 

_____ANT 102/103  (Anthropology)    

_____ECO 101/111/112 (Economics)    

_____GEO 101/103 (Geography)    

_____PSC 100/101/213 (Political Science)    

_____PSY 100 (Psychology)     

_____SOC 200/240 (Sociology)     

 

Humanities - 6 s.h. 

Choose two from below: 

(must be outside major)  

_____HIS 101/102/150/151/152 (History) 

_____LIT 165/CLS 165/260/261 (Literature)    Cumulative Credits:        Grad Date ___________ 

_____PHI 101/180 (Philosophy)   

      Transfer Credits Fall/Spr          Fall/Spr             Summer 

Arts - 3 s.h.  (Art, Film, Dance, Music)        ________  _____        _______ _______ 

_____ ***       

        Fall/Spr         Fall/Spr              Summer 

Free Electives - 9 s.h.      ______         _______ _______ 

____ ***    

____ ***        Fall/Spr          Fall/Spr             Summer 

____ ***        ______       ______  _______ 

 

.   Fall/Spr          Fall/Spr             Summer 

        ______       ______  _______    

        

  

In addition: 

Writing Emphasis Courses 

Students entering with less than 40 credits need 9 s.h.   1._________ 

Students entering with 40-70 credits need 6 s.h.             2.________ 

Students entering with more than 70 credits need 3 s.h. 3.________ 

 

(Please Note:  one 'W' must be at the 300-400 level) 

 

*You must achieve a scholastic 

index of at least 2.00 in your 

major before you will be 

recommended for graduation.            
Grades of "C-" or lower in 
major subjects must be raised 

to "C" or better Transfer credits 

from another to count as part of 

your major.  A grade of "C" or 

better is then required. 
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Foreign Language - 12 s.h. or Culture Cluster - 15 s.h 

_____FOR 101 or      _____ FOR 101 

_____FOR 102          _____ FOR 102 

_____FOR 201          _____ C.C.   

_____FOR 202          _____ C.C.   

                       _____C.C.  
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Department of Theatre and Dance Concentrations – Fall 2008 
     

A888 A191 A194 A195 A109 

General* Performance* Musical Theatre* Technical* Dance** 

   Production  
     

As Advised: 25 s.h. Required: 25 s.h. Required: 25 s.h. Required:  25 s.h. Required: 25 s.h. 

Where students will 
design their own program 

THA 118 
Voice/Performer 

DAN *** Dance (2) ART *** Art Choice 
 

Choose two:  

with the guidance of the THA 203  Acting II DAN *** Dance  (2) 106,111,112,206,306,307 DAN 315 Dance Pedagogy  

faculty advisor and the THA210 Stage Makeup I DAN *** Dance  (2) THA 206 Graphics/Stage DAN 344 History of Dance 

approval of the dept. THA 303 Acting III THA 131  Intro to MT THA 404 CAD For Stage DAN 441 Dance Comp. 

Chair w/ 30% of courses  THA 318 Dialects THA 203  Acting II  DAN 442 Musical Choreo. 

at the 300 and 400 level. THA 399 Dir. Studies (1) THA 221  MT Fund I  (1) Design Choice: Choose 3  

 1) THA ***   Design Choice THA 321  MT Fund II (1) THA 304  Scene Design Technique:  15 s.h. as advised. 

 2) THA ***  Elective THA 303  Acting III THA 305  Lighting Design 
10 credits from 200 level or 
above 

 3) THA ***  Elective THA 319 MT Repertoire I THA 315  Sound Design  Including 4 s.h. of modern and 

 4)  
VOI 181  Voice Class I  
(1) 

THA 316 Cost. Hist/Design  4 s.h of  ballet 

 5)  
VOI 182  Voice Class II 
(1) 

 DAN 210  Cond. Dancer (3) 

 6)  VOI *** Private Voice  (1) Foundation:   7 s.h. Dan 132   Modern dance I (3) 

 7)  VOI *** Private Voice  (1) 
THA 208  
Sc/Const/Rigging 

DAN232   Modern dance II (2) 

 8)  VOI *** Private Voice  (1) THA 204  Scene Painting DAN 332  Modern dance III (2) 

 9)   THA 213  Dramaturgy DAN 133  Jazz I (3) 

Or   
THA 214   Stage 
Properties 

DAN 233  Jazz II (2) 

Any courses outside the   THA 210  Stage Make-up I DAN 333  Jazz III (2) 

department which 
enriches the students’ 

  THA 310  Stage Makeup II  DAN 134  Ballet I (3) 

area of focus.    THA 414  Stage Manage DAN 234  Ballet II (2) 

   THA 399  Directed Studies DAN 334  Ballet III (2) 

   THA 499  Theatre Seminar DAN 135  Tap I (3) 

   Or DAN235   Tap II (2) 

   Any courses outside the DAN 335  Tap III (2) 

   department which enriches   

   Student’s area of focus.  Performance:  4 s.h. 

    DAN 346 Repertory Dev (2) 

    DAN 446 Repertory Perf (2) 

     

     

  

* You must achieve a scholastic index of at least 2.00 in your major before you will be 

recommended for graduation.  Grades of “C” or lower in major subjects must be 

raised to “C” or better.  Transfer credits from another institution are accepted for 

courses in which you received a grade of “D” or better EXCEPT when those courses 

are to count as part of your major.  A grade of “C” or better is then required.



THEATRE MINOR (Q069) COURSE REQUIREMENT CHECKLIST 
 

 

Student’s Name:  ____________________________________ I.D.# ____________ 

 

Advisor’s Name: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Date Entered: __________       Graduation Date: _________ 

 

 

Minor Requirements:  (Check off and write semester taken) 

 

(   ) THA 103 Acting I     _______ 

(   ) THA 104 Stagecraft     _______ 

(   ) THA 113 History of Theatre and Drama I _______ 

(   ) THA 200   Theatre Practicum: Majors  _______ 

(   ) THA 210 Stage Makeup I    _______ 

(   ) THA 116 Costume Construction   _______ 

 or 

(   ) THA 316 Costume History and Design  _______ 

(   ) THA 301 Directing I     _______ 

 
A TOTAL OF 19 CREDITS IS NECESSARY TO COMPLETE A MINOR 

 

Comment: 

Within the minor program course substitutions can be made with approval of 

the minor advisor or department chair. 

 

 
Production Minor Requirements 

 

1. Theatre minors are expected to belong to University Theatre. 

2. Theatre minors are required to work on half of the productions each 

semester.  This requirement can be satisfied through specific lab hours or 

through participation in productions. 
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DANCE MINOR (Q054) COURSE REQUIREMENT CHECKLIST 

 

 

Student’s Name:  ____________________________________ I.D.# ____________ 

 

Advisor’s Name: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Date Entered: __________       Graduation Date: _________ 

 

Minor Requirements:  (Check off and write semester taken) 

 

I. CORE  (9 credits) 

 

DAN 344 History of Dance (3)      ______ 

Choose six credits 

DAN 315 Dance Pedagogy (3)     ______ 

DAN 441 Dance Composition (3)     ______ 

DAN 442 Musical Theatre Dance and Choreography (3) ______ 

 

II. TECHNIQUE  (Choose 8 credits) 

 

DAN 210 Conditioning for the Dancer (3)   ______ 

DAN 232 Modern Dance II (2)     ______ 

DAN 233 Jazz II (2)       ______ 

DAN 234 Ballet II (2)       ______ 

DAN 235 Tap II (2)       ______ 

DAN 332 Modern Dance III (2)     ______ 

DAN 333 Jazz Dance III (2)      ______ 

DAN 334  Ballet III (2)       ______ 

DAN 335 Tap Dance III (2)      ______ 

 

 

III. PERFORMANCE (Choose 4 credits) 

 

DAN 346 Repertory Development (2)    ______ 

DAN 446 Repertory Performance (2)    ______ 

 

IV. Extra Curricular Assignments 

 

Teaching or Choreographic Assistant    ______ 

Recorded Portfolio        ______ 
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The Dance minor is based upon the student acquiring 21 credits of 

specialization in this field.  Under the category of “Core,” the student must take 

nine credits.  In the remaining categories, the student must take the minimum 

number of credits listed, but more credits or courses can be obtained if the 

student so desires.  There is opportunity for course selection by the student in 

these categories.  Free electives will not count as part of the 21 credits, but 

may be beneficial to the students overall education in the field of dance. 

 
 

All dance minor students must complete the following requirements in order to 

receive documentation on their transcript. 

 

Course Requirements – 21 credits of course student in the dance area.  

Students should follow requirements as listed on the above advising sheet.  

(Page 14) 

 

Performance Area – participation in two performances.  This participation can 

be as a dancer, choreographer, officer, technical crew, administrative work, or 

faculty assistant.  Credit for this can be obtained through the following 

courses:  DAN 346, and/or DAN 446. 

 

Extra Curricular Assignments – some of these assignments will be part of 

course requirements. 

 

1. Teaching Assistant – to a dance faculty member in a Level I course.   

 

-OR- 

 

1a. Choreographic Assistant – to a dance faculty member for a 

musical or specific choreographic project either on or off campus.   

 

2. Recorded Portfolio – a record of all material covered in each dance 

course taken by the students.  This portfolio will be presented to 

the dance coordinator the semester prior to graduation or at the 

completion of the minor. 

 

3. Technical Assistance – 10 hours 

Re: Sorting costume closet, ushering, UDC officer, strike (if 

completed not as a requirement for DAN 346 or 446) 
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DANCE COURSE OFFERINGS 
 

 
DAN 130 MOVEMENT FOR PERFORMANCE (3)  

The purpose of this course is to improve body intelligence through increased 

physical and psychological awareness of the body understanding of body 

mechanics, and articulation of physical character so to provide a strong 

foundation for acting and dance performance. Fulfills general education arts 

requirement. 
 
DAN 132  MODERN DANCE I (3) 

This course is an introduction to modern dance as a 20th century art form 

which makes use of the integration of the “mind” and “body” into an expressive 

and communicative whole.  The work in this class has many layers, including 

ongoing development of physical skills as well as explorations into 

improvisation, choreography and the historical contexts that have shaped 

modern dance. Fulfills general education arts requirement. 
 
DAN 133  JAZZ DANCE (3)  

An introduction to the styles, technique, and rhythmic structures of jazz dance 

with emphasis on increasing movement capabilities and personal expression. 

Fulfills general education arts requirement. 

 
DAN 134  BEGINNER BALLET (3) 

This course is designed to teach fundamental ballet technique and vocabulary 

at the beginning level.  The emphasis will be on using anatomically sound 

principles to promote efficient use of the body and develop kinesthetic 

awareness.  The course also includes an over view of the history of ballet from 

its origins until present day. Fulfills general education arts requirement. 
 
DAN 135  TAP DANCE I (3) 

The primary purpose of this course is to introduce the fundamentals of tap 

dance technique, form and function.  Emphasis will be given to basic steps, 

building combinations, musicality, performance of movement, and 

understanding the historical background of tap dance as an art form. Fulfills 

general education arts requirement. 
 
DAN 136  INTRODUCTION TO BALLROOM DANCE (3) 

To teach the basic steps for Ballroom Dance, both Standard and Latin.  

Emphasis will be placed on lead and follow techniques, proper footwork and 

positions, and how to recognize and dance to different types of music. Fulfills 

general education arts requirement. 
 
 



 17 

DAN 150  INTRODUCTION TO THE ART OF DANCE (3) 

The purpose of this course is to provide the student with an introduction to 

dance as an art form as well as relate information regarding various aspects of 

dance.  Topics include a brief history of dance, dance styles, dance in 

education, and dance production. Fulfills general education arts requirement. 

 
DAN 210 CONDITIONING FOR THE DANCER (3) 

A movement course that is designed to improve strength, flexibility, and body 

awareness with an exploration of the body systems along with injury 

prevention and care, especially as it applies to the dancer.  This will be taught 

through the study of the body systems such as Pilates, yoga, and Laban 

fundamentals.  The class will explore the use of the breath and visualization 

exercises to improve performance and technique. Fulfills general education arts 

requirement. 
 
DAN 232 MODERN DANCE II (2) 

Modern Dance II is a continuation and expansion of Modern Dance I.  It will 

focus on Modern Dnace as a performing art with emphasis places on longer 

combination and more complex problem-solving themes. 
 
DAN 233  JAZZ DANCE II (2) 

This course is a continuing development of jazz dance form and function 

(introduced in Jazz I) with emphasis on proper jazz technique, introduction of 

intermediate level rhythms and combinations, expanding movement 

capabilities, and exploring individual expression and artistry. 
 
DAN 234  BALLET II (2) 

Ballet II is an intermediate level course designed to expand on the ballet 

fundamentals and basic vocabulary learned in Ballet I. 
 
DAN 235  TAP DANCE II (2) 

The primary purpose of this course is to introduce the fundamentals of tap 

dance at an intermediate level.  Emphasis, musicality, and individual 

expression through movement. 
 
DAN 315  DANCE PEDAGOGY (3)  

Basic course offering methods and materials for teaching dance techniques. 

 
DAN 332  MODERN DANCE III (2) 

Modern Dance III is a continuation and expansion on Modern Dance I & II.  

This course will focus on exploring various teaching techniques and style that 

haven been developed by prominent figures in Modern Dance. 
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DAN 333 JAZZ DANCE III (2) 

This course is a continuing development of jazz dance form and function 

(introduces in Jazz I and II) with emphasis on varying styles of jazz techniques, 

advanced rhythms and combinations, expanding movement capabilities, and 

exploring individual expression and artistry. 

 
DAN 334 BALLET III (2) 

This course will expand on repertoire and proficiency of ballet steps, including 

advanced steps, and Pointe skills.  This course will introduce students to 

basics of ballet choreography. 
 
DAN 335 TAP DANCE III (2) 

This course is continuing development of tap dance technique (introduced in 

Tap I and II) with emphasis on proper tap technique, more advanced rhythms 

and combinations, musicality, Improvisation skills, individual expression and 

artistry. 
 
DAN 344  HISTORY OF DANCE (3) 

To provide a thorough background of dance as a fundamental form of human 

expression.  Topics shall include the historical roots and recent status of 

theatrical dance forms, Dance education, recent trends, and evaluation of 

dance as an art form in relation to man and his society.  Physiological, 

sociological, and psychological implications; dance forms and types.  Film and 

other materials focus on parallel development in related arts. Writing emphasis. 
 
DAN 346  REPERTORY DEVELOPMENT (2) 

Designed to give the students experience learning new and/or existing faculty 

and guest artist choreography in a professional rehearsal setting. 
 
DAN 441  DANCE COMPOSITION (3) 

An introduction to choreography and the creative process, students will 

develop original movement phases progressing from simple to complex silo and 

group forms. 

 
DAN 442  MUSICAL THEATRE DANCE AND CHOREOGRAPHY (3) 

This course covers the appropriate methods, materials, and skills needed for 

preparing and staging dance in a musical production.  Special emphasis will be 

given to the choreographic process as well as the role of the choreographer. 

 
DAN 446  REPERTORY PERFORMANCE (2) 

Offer dance students invaluable experience that can only be gained from 

performance.  To ensure maximum benefit the objectives are thorough studio 

rehearsal of dances, thorough lighting and staging rehearsal, and well-directed 

performances. 
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THEATRE COURSE OFFERINGS 
 
THA 100  THEATRE SURVEY (1) 

This class is a survey course designed to introduce students to the full range of 

the Theatre process including directing, performance, design, dramaturgy, and 

management. 

 
THA 101  INTRODUCTION TO THEATRE (3) 

Survey of theatre as a humanity by exploring how theatre reflects and 

comments on its time and place.  This course teaches the student what to 

listen for, and what to look for, when attending a live theatre performance. 

Fulfills general education arts requirement. 

 
THA 103  ACTING I (3)            

A course designed to introduce the basic skills and techniques needed by the 

developing actor to successfully create a character for performance on stage. 

Fulfills general education arts requirement. 

 
THA 104  STAGECRAFT (3) 

To demonstrate through written work, oral discussion, and laboratory 

participation an understanding of technology as the theatre artist’s instrument 

focusing on the basic elements of technical theatre, including the physical 

space and the scene shop. 

 
THA 105  STAGECRAFT (3) 

To demonstrate through written work, oral discussion, and laboratory 

participation an understanding of technology as the theatre artist’s instrument 

focusing on the basic elements of electrics. 

 
THA 110 CAREER PREPARATION (1) 

Designed to educate second semester juniors or first semester seniors on 

career path options in the field immediately following college.                          
 
THA 113  THEATRE HISTORY AND DRAMA I 

Examination of plays, players, and methods of theatrical production from 

Greek to the Italian Renaissance.  Fulfills general education arts requirement.   
 
THA 116  COSTUME CONSTRUCTION  (3)   

Theory and practice in theatrical costuming including organization, 

construction, drafting, dyeing, painting, and wardrobe management.  

Laboratory required. 
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THA 118  VOICE FOR THE PERFORMER (3) 

The goal of all vocal training is the understanding of the individual voice.  Voice 

training seeks to uncover the potential of a naturally produced vocal sound 

with all its capabilities and limitations.  Fulfills general education arts 

requirement. 
 
THA 131 INTRODUCTION TO MUSICAL THEATRE (3) 

A survey course of musical theatre in production with an emphasis on the 

artists who create the shows. 

 
THA 150  SUMMER THEATRE WORKSHOP (3) 

A combination of classroom instruction and applied production techniques for 

student interns working with the department's Summer Theatre program.  

Available to first-year/sophomore-level students and to qualified high school 

seniors.  PREREQ: Interview and permission of the department.  

 
THA 200  THEATRE PRACTICUM (1-2) 

This course is designed to provide Theatre and Dance majors and minors the 

opportunities to participate in and learn skills directly related to specific areas 

of theatrical production.  PREREQ:  THA 104 
 
THA 203  ACTING II (3)           

Continued focus on the basic skills and techniques needed to create a role on 

the stage.  Emphasis on character development.  PREREQ:  THA 103.   

 
THA 204  SCENE PAINTING (3) 

Studio course designed to introduce students to basic skills and techniques of 

scenic painting.  PREREQ:  THA 104 and THA 113. 

 
THA 206  GRAPHICS FOR THE STAGE (3)                   

An exploration of graphic solutions used in the various stages of planning and 

executing a setting for the theatre.  Scenic design and stage technician, 

drafting techniques and perspective techniques used exclusively in the theatre.  

PREREQ: THA 104 

 
THA 208  SCENE CONSTRUCTION AND RIGGING (3) 

The course develops a familiarity with scenic construction techniques and 

materials.  Practical solutions to technical problems are discussed.  Other 

topics include theatre safety, technical drawing and budgeting.  This course is 

a requirement for technical majors but an elective for all other theatre majors.  

PREREQ: THA 104. 
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THA 210  STAGE MAKEUP I (3) 

Theory and practice in design and application of various types of makeup for 

the stage.  

  
THA 212  CREATIVE DRAMA (3)     

Theory and practice in creative techniques of expression and dramatic forms to 

be used as a teaching and recreational tools for children and adults. Fulfills 

general education arts requirement.                            

 
THA 213 SCRIPT ANALYSIS II (3) 

To introduce students to the unique problems of interpreting dramatic texts 

from the classical periods of theatre history for contemporary stage production.  

 
THA 214 STAGE PROPERTIES (3) 

Explores the research, design, craft, skills, and solutions involved in providing 

theatrical properties, defined generally as the smaller objects that complete the 

costume and visual setting for a given show production.  Students will learn 

the basic vocabulary for communication and collaboration with all production 

staff during the production process.  Students will learn how to create source 

and scrapbook files, property plots, maintenance and security during and after, 

organizing and storage of stage properties. 

 
THA 221 MUSIC THEATRE I (1) 

Beginning study of musical notation to provide skills to “read” and interpret 

musical theatre vocal lines. 

 
THA 250 RACE AND GENDER IN AMERICAN THEATRE (3) 

This course will focus on how some traditionally marginalized groups have 

been examined and portrayed in American Theatre. 

 
THA 301  DIRECTING I (3) 

An introduction of the theories and techniques of stage direction with emphasis 

in pre-rehearsal planning, play selection, script analysis and promptbooks, 

casting and blocking.  PREREQ:  THA 103, 104, and 113. 

 
THA 303  ACTING III (3)      

 A course for the advanced student actor who wishes in-depth work and study 

in character building and analysis.  Extended scene work and audition 

materials will also be stressed.  PREREQ:  THA 203. 
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THA 304  SCENE DESIGN  (3)    

This course identifies and explores the processes involved in/creating a scenic 

space which is both practical and expressive.  Skills in set design, 

representational painting, scenic drafting, and script interpretation are 

developed.  PREREQ: ART 106, THA 104, and THA 206, or permission of 

instructor. 

 
THA 305  STAGE LIGHTING (3)   

Exploration of lighting as a means of artistic communication in the theatre.  

The course covers the aesthetics, tools, technology, and the graphic methods 

used to light a play.  Special topics in lighting for other performing arts will be 

discussed. PREREQ: ART 106, THA 104, and THA 206 or permission of 

instructor. 
 
THA 306  HISTORY OF THE THEATRE AND DRAMA II (3) 

Examination of plays, players, and methods of theatrical production from 

English Renaissance to 1875.  Writing emphasis. 

 
THA 307  HISTORY OF THEATRE AND DRAMA III (3) 

Examination of plays, players, and methods of theatrical production from 

Modern Theatre (1875-1900) through Contemporary Theatre (1975-Present). 

Writing emphasis.   

 
THA 309  TRENDS IN CONTEMPORARY THEATRE (3) 

The theatre artists, structures and social milieu whose collective interaction 

can be referred to as contemporary theatre.  The creative work being done in 

America, England, Poland, South America and other nations will form the core 

of the course.  Writing emphasis. 

 
THA 310  STAGE MAKEUP II (3) 

Research, theory, development, design, and application of theatrical makeup 

according to the play, its period, the style of production, size of the house, the 

actor, and the character.  Students must have previous knowledge of the basic 

two- and three- dimensional makeup devices.  PREREQ:  THA 210. 
 
THA 312  CHILDREN'S THEATRE (3) 

Production of children's theatre for the stage.   Course elements will include:  

script analysis and production values, publicity, and tour preparation.  

Students enrolled in the course will create a complete production. Fulfills 

general education arts requirement.                            
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THA 313  PLAYWRITING WORKSHOP (3) 

Writing the play; possibilities and limitations of the stage.  Attention to sets 

and costuming where relevant.  Characterizations by action and dialogue.  

Problems of establishing motivation.  The play's totality in theme, character, 

and action.  Information readings of student work. 
 
THA 315  SOUND DESIGN (3) 

An in-depth study of sound and how it relates to theatrical production. 
 
THA 316  COSTUME HISTORY AND DESIGN (3)     

The history of European and American costume and its application to the 

period production.  Process of designing costume in various styles will be 

explored.  Students are required to design costumes for periods studied.  

PREREQ: ART 106, THA 116, and THA 206, or permission of instructor. 

 
THA 318  DIALECTS (3) 

This course is designed to provide the student with the fundamental tools for 

recognizing, transcribing, and learning any dialect or regionalism. 

 
THA 319 MUSIC THEATRE REPERTOIRE (3) 

Performance course to acquaint students with styles of composition and vocal 

presentation in contemporary music theatre. 

 
THA 321 MUSIC THEATRE II (1) 

Continuation of THA 221 for the student interested in music theatre 

performance. 

 
THA 399  DIRECTED STUDIES IN THEATRE (1-3) 

Research, creative projects, reports, readings in theatre.  Students must 

submit applications to advisors one semester in advance of registration.  

PREREQ: Permission of instructor. 

 
THA 400  PROFESSIONAL APPRENTICESHIP (3-15) 

This course provides a structured and supervised work experience in theatre.  

Students must apply to the department chair for permission to enroll. 

 
THA 401  DIRECTING II (3)       

Play direction as a creative aspect of stage production with emphasis on 

exploration of concept, techniques of rehearsing a play and working with actors 

and the role and function of the stage manager.  PREREQ:  THA 301. 

 
 
 
 



 24 

THA 403  ADVANCED THEATRE PRACTICUM  (3) 

A production seminar for the advanced arts student that will culminate in a 

public performance.  Under the mentorship of a faculty professional, the class 

will work as an ensemble that takes the production process from those factors 

that determine a production’s potential for performance to final public 

presentation. 
 
THA 404  CAD FOR THE STAGE (3) 

To develop student ability in utilizing the AutoCAD release 14 environment to 

draft and plot scenic designs and technical drawings for the theatre.  PREREQ:  

THA 206 
 
THA 406  ACTING IV (3) 

A special topic seminar with study and scene work in a variety of period, 

modern, and contemporary styles.  Students will first focus on the physical, 

intellectual, and emotional demands inherent in the texts, and then on the 

process of moving form textual analysis to performance. PREREQ: THA 303 

 
THA 412  THEATRE ARTS OUTREACH (3) 

Provides students with the experience of working with children as part of an 

outreach program in partnership with the West Chester School District and 

Council of the Arts. 

 
THA 414  STAGE MANAGEMENT (3) 

Duties and responsibilities of the theatrical stage manager throughout the 

production process. 

 
THA 419  MUSIC THEATRE REPERTOIRE II (3) 

Research, preparation, and performance of a variety of musical theatre genres. 

 
THA 499  THEATRE SEMINAR (3) 

Intensive examination of a selected area of study in theatre.  Topics will be 

announced in advance. 
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READING LIST FOR THEATRE AND DANCE MAJORS 

 

A graduate with a Theatre and Dance degree should be well read in the 

literature of the discipline.  The following works are among those with which 

one should be familiar as an informed artist.  Some of these works will be 

mentioned in classes, some will be assigned in courses, but some will only be 

read if you demonstrate the initiative to do so.  

 

 
THE POETICS, Aristotle 
AGAMEMNON; THE LIBATION BEARERS; EUMENIDES, Aeschylus 
OEDIPUS REX; ANTIGONE, Sophocles 
THE TROJAN WOMEN; HYPPOLYTUS, Euripides 
LYSISTRATA, Aristophanes 
THYESTES, Seneca 
MENAECHMI, Plautus 
PHORMIO, Terence 
THE GROUCH, Menander 
MASTER PIERRE PATELIN, Folk Play 
GEMMER GURTON'S NEEDLE, Folk Play 
RALPH ROISTER DOISTER, Nicholas Udall 
BROME ABRAHAM AND ISAAC, Traditional  
THE SUPPOSES, Ariosto 
MANDRAGOLA, Machiavelli 
EVERYMAN, Morality Play 
THE SECOND SHEPHERD'S PLAY, Anonymous 
FUENTE OVEJUNA, Lope de Vega 
LIFE IS A DREAM, Calderon 
DR. FAUSTUS, Marlowe 
HAMLET; A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM; HENRY V, Shakespeare 
VOLPONE, Ben Jonson 
THE DUCHESS OF MALFI, Webster 
THE CID, Corneille 
PHEDRE, Racine 
TARTUFFE; THE MISER, Moliere 
THE COUNTRY WIFE, Wycherley 
THE WAY OF THE WORLD, Congreve 
SHE STOOPS TO CONQUER, Goldsmith 
THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL, Sheridan 
A SERVANT OF TWO MASTERS, Goldoni 
CAMILLE, Dumas Fils 
HERNANI, Hugo 
THE WEAVERS, Hauptmann 
Reading List for Theatre and Dance Majors, continued 
THE FATHER, Strindberg 
GHOSTS; AN ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE; A DOLL'S HOUSE, Ibsen 
MAJOR BARBARA, Shaw 
THE ORCHARD CHERRY, Chekov 
CYRANO DE BERGARAC, Rostand 
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SIX CHARACTERS IN SEARCH OF AN AUTHOR, Pirandello 
R.U.R., Capek 
THE HOUSE OF BERNARDA ALBA, Lorca 
THE HAIRY APE; DESIRE UNDER THE ELMS, O'Neill 
MOTHER COURAGE, Brecht 
PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN WORLD, Synge 
THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST, Wilde 
WINTERSET; ELIZABETH THE QUEEN, Anderson 
WAITING FOR LEFTY, Odets 
THE LITTLE FOXES, Hellman 
WAITING FOR GODOT, Beckett 
THE BALD SOPRANO, Ionesco 
THE BIRTHDAY PARTY, Pinter 
WHO'S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF, Albee 
DEATH OF A SALESMAN; ALL MY SONS, Miller 
CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF; THE GLASS MENAGERIE, Williams 
RAISIN IN THE SUN, Hansberry 
BURIED CHILD, Shephard 
EQUUS, Shaeffer 
TOP GIRLS, Churchill 
DRAMATIC IMAGINATION 
PLAYWRIGHTS ON PLAYWRIGHTING 
DIRECTORS ON DIRECTING 
ACTORS ON ACTING 
EMPTY SPACE 
TOWARDS A POOR THEATRE 
ANGELS IN AMERICA, Tony Kushner 
FENCES AND JOE TURNER’S COME AND GONE, August Wilson 
DUTCHMAN, Leroi Jones 
HOW I LEARNED TO DRIVE, Paula Vogel 
TOPDOG/UNDERDOG SUSAN, Lori Parks 
THE GROUND ON WHICH I STAND, August Wilson 
TRAGEDY AND THE COMMON MAN, Arthur Miller (essay) 
A DIRECTOR PREPARES, Anne Bogart 
SHAKESPEARE: THE INVENTION OF THE HUMAN, Harold Bloom 
TO THE ACTOR, Michael Chekov 
AN ACTOR PREPARES: BUILDING A CHARACTER, Constantine Stanislavski 
HEARTBREAK HOUSE, Shaw 
THE HOMECOMING, Pinter  
CONDITIONING FOR DANCE, Eric Franklin 
THE ART OF MAKING DANCES, Doris Humphrey  
TERPSICHORE IN SNEAKERS, Sally Banes  
THE RISE & FALL & RISE OF MODERN DANCE, Don McDonagh 
 


