
 

Discussion Board Grading 

Forum and Thread Grading:  
Grading settings are now available when creating or modifying a forum. When grading is enabled 
for a forum, instructors, teaching assistants, and users with the "Grader" or "Manager" forum 
roles will be able to access the Grade Forum Users page. Instructors may choose to grade the 
forum or to enable thread grading within the forum. If thread grading is enabled for the forum, 
instructors have the option to turn grading on or off for each new thread.   
 

• In a classroom setting, students are often expected to participate in class discussions 
and participation is part of the equation when assessing performance. Within a 
classroom, participation performance can be ambiguous. It is sometimes difficult to 
differentiate the student who is active but does not advance the discussion from the 
student that speaks less frequently but with greater impact. 

 
• Student interactions with the Discussion Board are a permanent record of participation. 

The instructor has the option to grade students at the forum level or at the thread level. In 
this way the instructor can accurately compare student participation to the expectations 
set forth. 

 
Enable Grading 
Grading options can be enabled when a forum is created or by modifying a forum that already 
exists.  

1. Click Modify on the Discussion Board for a forum to change its settings. 
2. The Grade settings appear at the bottom of the "Add Forum" page and the "Modify 

Forum" page. Select Grade Forum and enter a point value to evaluate participants on 
performance throughout the forum.  

a. Important note: To evaluate participants on performance in each thread select 
“Select Grade Threads “. When the "Grade Threads" option is used, a "Points 
Possible" option appears each time a thread is started. Keep in mind that users 
cannot create new threads if "Grade Threads" is selected for the forum. 

 

 



 
3. Once the discussion is complete and ready for grading, click on the grade button next to the 

desired discussion board to get a list of 
students.

 
 
4. Next click on the Grade button next to each person's name to get a window like the   

following: 

 

5. A collection of the user’s posts in the forum will appear. Evaluate the posts and assign 
a grade. Click Submit to add the grade to the Gradebook. 

 

 


