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F O U N D A T I O N 

Environmental Issues Across the Americas

Penn State University

 March 6th, 2010 – March 15th, 2010

Includes Explorations of Cusco and Machu Picchu

In Association With

The ACEER & West Chester University of PA & The Amazon Conservation Association (ACA)

Day 1

March 5

Friday







USA to Lima

Arrive at the Philadelphia International Airport no later than 10:30 AM.  Our Delta Airline flight #1015 departs Philadelphia at 1:00 PM arriving Atlanta at 3:15 PM.  Our connecting flight, Delta #151, leaves Atlanta at 5:10 PM arriving in Lima at 11:50 PM.  After arriving in Lima and clearing customs we will transfer to the Manhattan Inn Hotel about 15 minutes by bus from the Jorge Chaves International Airport.

Breakfast & Lunch – On own during travel

Dinner – On flight to Lima (we think)

Overnight – Manhattan Inn Hotel in Lima

Day 2

March 6

Saturday




Lima/Cusco/ Wayqecha Biological Station

Peruvian Students join the course In Cusco, at the arrival of the group from Lima 

After breakfast we will transfer back to Jorge Chaves Airport for our morning flight, LAN # XXX departing at xx:xx AM to Cusco.  Here we will continue, by bus, over the Andes Mountains to the Wayqecha Biological Station.  Our day will begin near sea level, jump to 11,000 feet at Cusco, top-off near 14,000 feet, during our 5 ½ hour bus trip, and finally settle at 9678 feet at the biological station.  Owned and operated by the Amazon Conservation Association (ACA) the Wayqecha Biological Station is the first of two biological stations that we will visit. Both of these biological stations are owned by ACA.  Our bus will pass through several Andean communities including Paucartambo the closest community to the biological station and we will witness some spectacular scenery throughout the day.  Wayqechas is located adjacent to the upper (highest) elevation of Peru’s Manu National Park and near the altitudinal terminus for “Cloud Forest” in the region.

Breakfast – Manhattan Inn Hotel in Lima

Lunch – Box on bus

Dinner & Overnight – Wayqecha Biological Station

Day 3

March 7

Sunday





Wayqecha Biological Station

The highlight of our day (both literally and figuratively) will be a visit to the newest Canopy Walkway in the Peruvian Amazon.  In a partnership between ACEER and ACA, the Manu Cloud Forest Canopy Observatory is the first ever canopy system in the highland Amazonian cloud forest.  It employs a state-of-the-art non-tree attached technology and has classrooms and laboratories located in towers within the cloud forest canopy.  Located at Wayqecha, Peru, the gateway to Manu Biosphere Reserve, it is a major educational research resource for visitors to the Sacred Valley and Machu Picchu.  The canopy observatory was completed in September, 2009.

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner – Wayqecha Biological Station

Overnight – Wayqecha Biological Station

Day 4

March 8

Monday



Wayqecha Biological Station/Aguas Calientes

After and early morning breakfast we will depart by bus from Wayqecha retracing part of our travel over the Andeas and into the Sacred Valley of the Incas.  If time permits we will stop in the town of Pisac to explore the markets.  Along the way we will stop for lunch and meet our guide Marcos Farfan before we proceed to the train station in Ollantaytambo where we will board the train for Aguas Calientes.  Marcos is a very experienced guide in Inca history, Andean culture, and local traditions.  Our train will take us to Machu Picchu, recently selected as one of the 7 New Wonders of the World.  After the hour and a half ride we arrive at Aguas Calientes (Machu Picchu Village).  Dinner at a local restaurant and overnight at Hostel Hanaq Pacha Inn.

Just before boarding our train we will check our larger bags at the Hotel Pakaritampu.  You will need to have your small over-night bag ready for our time in Aguas Calientes and Machu Picchu.

Breakfast – Wayqecha Biological Station

Lunch – Group lunch in Sacred Valley

Dinner – Group dinner in Aguas Calientes

Overnight – Hostel Hanaq Pacha Inn

Day 5 

March 9  

Tuesday



Aguas Calientes/Machu Picchu/Ollantaytambo

After breakfast at the hotel, we board our bus for the journey to Machu Picchu for the day.  The topography, geology and hydrology of Machu Picchu create nine life zones and contain a wide diversity of flora and fauna species.  There are more than 1000 species of orchids within the Sanctuary, as well as a wide variety of ferns, begonias, palms, and bromeliads.  The Sanctuary has many species of fauna as well including the Solitary Eagle, the Andean Condor, the ocelot, spectacled bear, and a great variety of birds including the Cock-of-the-Rock, Peru’s national bird.

Exploration of the architectural remains of plazas, palaces, temples, homes, cemeteries and more than 100 irrigated terraces that formed the structure for the Incan agricultural system.  The day will provide an ongoing opportunity for discussions of Incan cultural traditions including their agricultural and medicinal practices.  After a two hour guided tour of the ruins, there will be opportunity to climb Huyana Picchu, or walk to the Sun Gate.  Train to Ollantaytambo departs around 4:00 PM where we will transfer Hotel Pakaritampu in Ollantaytambo.

Breakfast – Hostel Hanaq Pacha Inn

Lunch - Box

Dinner – Group dinner at our hotel

Overnight – Hotel Pakaritampu in Ollantaytambo

Day 6

March 10 

Wednesday






Ollantaytambo/Cusco

We will spend the day in the Sacred Valley of the Incas between Ollantaytambo and Cusco, morning activities will include a visit to a home in Ollantaytambo, a local farm in the Sacred Valley, the Weaving Arts Studio in Chinchero and a local market in Cusco.  As we descend into Cusco, the oldest continuously inhabited city in the western hemisphere, we glimpse the red tiled roofs of this colonial capital that was built on the massive foundations created by the Inca Empire.  We will arrive at our hotel in Cusco midday.  Afternoon is on your own.

Breakfast – Hotel Pakaritampu in Ollantaytambo

Lunch – On own

Dinner – On own

Overnight – San Agustin Intl

Day 7

March 11 

Thursday






Cusco/Puerto Maldonado

After breakfast our morning flight will take us to Puerto Maldonado LAN flight XXX departing at XX:XX AM.  Transfer to Cabaña Qunita.  Puerto Maldonado is in the Lowland Amazon Rainforest.  Afternoon activities will include a visit to a local market, a short tour of Puerto Maldonado and a presentation by Licia Silva on the education programs of the ACEER Foundation.  Also, Antonio Guerrero a traditional healer will meet with us before dinner to demonstrate some local shamanic rituals and introduce us to some of the medicinal plants from the region.  Once we arrive in Puerto Maldonado we will be joined by our local guides Rocio Martínez & Cesar Lazo both bring extensive experience in tropical ecology and ecotourism to the group and will help lead most of our activities over the next 3 days. 

Breakfast - San Agustin Intl 

Lunch – Cabaña Quinta

Dinner – Group in Puerto Maldonado

Overnight – Cabaña Quinta

Day 8 

March 12

Friday


Puerto Maldonado/Los Amigos Biological Station

In the morning we will journey along the new Trans-Oceanic Highway linking the Brazilian Atlantic with the Peruvian Pacific to the port town of Laberinto then transfer again to boats for the approximately 5 hour trip up the Madre de Dios River.  Along this part of the Madre de Dios it will be apparent that this is in a multiple-use zone.  Scattered along the river banks are many gold mining operations and forestry concessions.  Along the way we will visit the native community of Vuelta Grande.  Welcome and introduction to the center by the Station Director of the Amazon Conservation Association (ACA).

Breakfast - Cabaña Quinta 

Lunch – Box lunch on boat

Dinner – Los Amigos Biological Station

Overnight – Los Amigos Biological Station

Day 9 & 10

March 13 & 14

Saturday & Sunday




Los Amigos Biological Station

Activities at the research station will include; rainforest ecology, field exercises, evening lectures, visits to the local community of Boca Amigos and to gold mining operations.  The histories and social structures found among the communities of Laberinto, Vuelta Grande and Boca Amigos are very different and we will discuss these and how they influence resource use and environmental issues.  Gold mining and forestry represent significant regional livelihoods and we will explore these industries.  At this point in our journey group and/or individual projects should be formulated and we will devote considerable late afternoon and evening time to their progress.

Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner – Los Amigos Biological Station

Overnight – Los Amigos Biological Station

Day 11

March 15

Monday 




Los Amigos Biological Station/Lima

After an early breakfast we will return by boat to Laberinto and then bus to Puerto Maldonado for our flight to Lima – LAN flight XXX, departing Puerto Maldonado at 0:00 PM, arriving in Lima at 00:00 PM.  Once in Lima we will transfer by bus to Hotel Senorial in Miraflores.  Before dinner we will have a presentation and discussion focusing on Peru’s environmental and social history led by Barbara Fraser, a Lima based freelance reporter.  After the presentation we will give you some suggestions on places to explore and to find dinner.

Breakfast – Los Amigos Biological Station

Lunch – On own during travel

Dinner – On own in Lima

Overnight – Hotel Senorial in Miraflores

End of participation of Peruvian Students in Puerto Maldonado or Cusco 

USA students and faculty continue the itinerary until  their arrival in USA on March 17th

Day 12

March 16

Tuesday 




Lima/Overnight Flight to the U.S.A.

After breakfast we will have some class time to discuss your group projects and we will have some free time to explore the area.  Immediately after lunch we will go on a City Tour that will include downtown “Old” Lima, the National Cathedral, Catacombs at San Francisco Monastery, archeology museum, and the ruins at Huaca Pucllana.

After our group dinner we will then be transferred to the airport for our overnight flight to the US – Delta Airline flight #150, departing Lima at 12:20 AM.  (March 17)

Breakfast – Hotel Senorial

Lunch – On own

Dinner – Group Dinner at local restaurant

Overnight – During flight

Day 13

March 17

Wednesday





Atlanta/Philadelphia/State College
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