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USA/LIMA

Monday, May 25th
Group arrives on Continental Flight 1037, departing from Newark, NJ at 2:50 PM and arriving in Lima at 9:43 PM.  The group will be met outside of customs in the airport by Sports Travel and transferred to the Manhattan Hotel near the airport. A short introduction to Lima and some useful information will be provided by Sports Travel.


In-flight dinner
Overnight Lima – Manhattan Hotel
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LIMA/ PUERTO MALDONADO
Tuesday, May 26th
After an early breakfast, the group will be transferred to the airport for the flight to Puerto Maldonado via Cusco – LAN Flight LP 071 departing Lima at 9:40 AM, arriving in Puerto Maldonado at 12:30 PM.  Puerto Maldonado, with a population of approximately 60,000, is the capital of the Madre de Dios region and is located at the confluence of the Tambopata and Madre de Dios Rivers. This small frontier town has a history of resource extraction beginning with the rubber boom, logging and gold prospecting, and more recently oil exploration.  Despite this activity, 98% of the region is comprised of primary rainforest. There are three national parks and reserves in the area that together comprise more than 3.5 million hectares of protected forest ecosystems.  They are: The Manu Biosphere Reserve, Tambopata-Candamo Reserve, and the Bahuaja Sonene National Park.

The group will be met at the airport in Puerto Maldonado and transferred to the Cabaña Quinta Hotel.  After checking in you will have lunch at the hotel and afterwards have an opportunity to visit the local market where everything from produce, harvested from the surrounding forest, to live chickens and other animals, to motorcycle parts, and plastics are sold.  The market is a short taxi ride from the hotel.  Each three-wheeled taxi can transport 2-3 people and costs approx. 2 to 3 soles for all passengers.  
At 5 PM you will have a presentation by Antonio Guerrero at the Cabaña Quinta.  He will demonstrate and discuss shamanic traditions including healing practices, plant preparations, Ayahuasca Ceremonies and the Baño de Flores or Bath of Flowers.
After the presentation you will be on your own for dinner.  There are many small restaurants around the main square in Puerto Maldonado, a short 4-block walk from the hotel or you can just choose to eat dinner at the hotel.
Breakfast – Manhattan Hotel
Opportunity to check into rooms and refresh
Lunch – Cabaña Quinta Hotel Restaurant

Dinner – On own at a local restaurant in Puerto Maldonado
Overnight – Cabaña Quinta
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PUERTO MALDONADO/LOS AMIGOS

Wednesday, May 27th
After an early breakfast at the Cabana Quinta, the group will board the bus for a 1-hour journey along the new Trans-Oceanic Highway linking the Brazilian Atlantic with the Peruvian Pacific to the port town of Laberinto.  Transfer to boats for the approximately 4-hour trip up the Madre de Dios River.  (If time permits, there will be a visit to the native community of Vuelta Grande).

Arrival at ACEER-Los Amigos at the confluence of the Madre de Dios and Los Amigos rivers. Welcome and introduction to the Center.  ACEER-Los Amigos is a joint project of the ACEER Foundation and ACA (Amazon Conservation Association.)  The Center is located within Los Amigos Biological Station (locally known as CICRA) which is owned and operated by ACA.
Opportunity to check into rooms and refresh.

Talk and tour of the campus, approx. 1 – 1 ½ hours.
Breakfast at the Cabaña Quinta

Boxed Lunch – on board boat
Dinner – Los Amigos

Overnight – Los Amigos
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LOS AMIGOS

Thursday, May 28th
Following breakfast, a hike along Trail 1 to Poso Don Pedro.  This trail begins at the station and enters maturing secondary forest.  A short spur will take one to the ACEER’s Ethnobotanical Garden.  The trail continues into older forest and a palm swamp, Poso Don Pedro.  Here the group will explore the perimeter of the wetland habitat and venture onto the small pond aboard a small catamaran.  The trail will provide an opportunity to present basic ecological principles of rainforests, and the changes that take place from human and natural influences.  Poso Don Pedro will introduce concepts of aquatic ecology and the dynamic interface between aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems.  Upon return to the trails, the groups will stop at the Madre de Dios “Mirador” or overlook.  The forest and river system seen is undergoing changes from mining, timbering and colonizing.  Return to station for lunch.
After lunch, the group will take Trail 10 to the Los Amigos “Mirador”, or overlook.  This viewscape will provide the backdrop for a discussion on land protection in the Madre de Dios region.  The area seen is fully within the Los Amigos conservation concession and protected from deforestation.  Return to station for dinner.
After dinner, there will be an evening activity.  This may be a guest lecture by a resident researcher at CICRA or a night hike.

Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner – Los Amigos
Overnight at Los Amigos
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LOS AMIGOS

Friday, May 29th
Following breakfast, the group will hike to Cocha Lobos, a typical ox-bow lake with resident giant river otters.  The trails will traverse mature secondary and primary forest, with examples of highland forest as well as very different floodplain forest.  There will be excellent opportunities to view wildlife in intact rainforest habitat, and continue the evaluation of rainforest dynamics between aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems.  Return to the station for lunch.
After lunch, the human presence in the rainforest will be assessed with visits along the Madre de Dios to the colonist town of Boca Amigos and nearby gold mining camps.  Refreshments can be purchased in the town of Boca Amigos, so plan to bring some soles if you wish to purchase something.  Return to the station for dinner.
There will be 1 hour during the day when students will spend time in the rainforest on their own for observations and contemplation of project topics.
After dinner there will be an evening guest lecture or night hike.

Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner – Los Amigos
Overnight at Los Amigos
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LOS AMIGOS

Saturday, May 30th
After breakfast the group will embark on an all day excursion deep into the Los Amigos conservation concession.  Trail 10 will lead to the Los Amigos Mirador from which you will climb down to the river to get your small boat.  Upriver, you will hike into the forest to a mammal mineral lick, or colpa, for an opportunity to view wildlife that congregate at this site.  If water levels in the small streams are adequate, the group will venture up a small stream for an intimate view of the deep forest.  To aid in seeing wildlife, the boat motor will be turned off and you will drift along with the current.  In the event that water levels are inadequate, this activity will be conducted on the larger Los Amigos river.  A box lunch will be provided on the boat.  Return to Los Amigos for dinner.
1 hour will be set aside, either before or after dinner, for discussion of observations from the prior day.

After dinner there will be an evening guest lecture or night hike.
Breakfast/Dinner – Los Amigos

Lunch – Boxed Lunch
Overnight at Los Amigos 
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LOS AMIGOS

Sunday, May 31st
Today and tomorrow will be devoted to student field projects.  These projects will include the Cecropia project, Leaf-cutter and project, Comparison project of species in a tree fall gap and in the adjacent forest and Habitat comparisons.
Each of the four groups will be accompanied by either Dr. Bevington, his son Jason or one of the two guides and will spend the day in the rainforest working on their projects.

In the evening the students will begin analyzing their data and writing their reports.  We will bring several laptop computers.
After dinner, there will be free time to relax.

Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner – Los Amigos
Overnight at Los Amigos 
Day 8

LOS AMIGOS

Monday, June 1st
Same activities as those listed under Day 7.
Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner – Los Amigos

Overnight at Los Amigos 
Day 9



LOS Amigos to POSADA
Tuesday, June 2nd
After an early breakfast, the group will board the boat for the return journey down the river from Los Amigos to Laberinto, where you will board the bus for your trip back to Puerto Maldonado.  In Puerto Maldonado you will be met by Rainforest Expedition for your trip to Posada.  Skirting Puerto Maldonado, you drive 20 kilometers to the Tambopata River Port, entering the Native Community of Infierno.  The port is a communal business.  The two and a half hour boat ride from the Tambopata Port to Refugio Amazonas will take you past the Community of Infierno and the Tambopata National Reserve´s checkpoint and into the buffer zone of this 1.3 million hectare conservation unit. Upon arrival, the lodge manager will welcome you and brief you with important navigation and security tips. 
A twenty minute walk from Posada Amazonas leads to the 30 meter scaffolding canopy tower. A staircase with banisters running through the middle provides safe access to the platforms above. From atop you obtain spectacular views of the vast expanses of standing forest cut by the Tambopata River winding through the middle. Now and then toucans, parrots or macaws are seen flying against the horizon, or mixed species canopy flocks land in the treetop next to you.

Breakfast – Los Amigos

Lunch – Boxed Lunch

Dinner – Posada
Overnight – Posada
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POSADA TO TRC

Wednesday, June 3rd
The group will have breakfast and then paddle a canoe around an oxbow lake, filling out standard Frankfurt Zoological Society otter monitoring cards. If you see giant river otters during your outing you register their location and direction on a map of the lake, track and time their activity (swimming, fishing, resting, alarm call) and attempt to trace their white throat marks, which are distinct for each individual.
Boxed Lunch.
You then board your transfer boat to travel from Posada to TRC.  Four and half hours by boat from Refugio Amazonas, in the pristine heart of the reserve, lies the Tambopata Research Center.  As you cross the confluence with the Malinowski River, you will leave the final traces of human habitation behind. Within the 700,000 hectare uninhabited nucleus of the reserve, sightings of capybara, caiman, geese, macaws and other large species will become more frequent. The lodge manager will give you a brief on the important navigation and security tips.  This will be followed by an ecology workshop which will cover the physical characteristics of the Amazon Basin, the meteorological reasons for the existence of rainforests, the geological history of the Neotropics, and the meaning of Pleistoscene Refuges.  This will be followed by dinner and then after dinner scientists will provide an in depth look at the biology of macaws, their feeding habits, the theories for clay lick use,  their breeding and feeding ecology, population fluctuations and the threats to their conservation.
Breakfast – Posada
Lunch – Boxed Lunch

Dinner – TRC

Overnight – TRC
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TRC

Thursday, June 4th 
Following macaw project research procedures that have been applied for several years, you will monitor parrot presence at the clay lick. From the clay lick observation site, you will repeat scan sampling methods every ten minutes, registering data such as start time, point of sampling, meteorological conditions, number of birds observed by species, and conduct characterization.  Breakfast will be served.  After breakfast there will be a workshop on the structure of the rainforest.  This workshop discusses the horizontal and vertical layout of the rain forest around the lodges. The reasons behind the stratification of the forest in levels (ground, understory, mid-canopy, and canopy) are explored, as well as the properties inherent to each. Present habitats are also defined and visited: riverine forest, palm swamps, bamboo forests, tree fall gaps, terra firme forest, flooplain forest, etc.
Next the group will study relations and adaptations.  Interspecific relations (commensalism, mutualism, parasitism) and adaptations to habitat (stilt roots, feeding niches, succulent leaves) are explored with examples from the lodge trails.
After dinner there will be an ecology workshop that covers the physical characteristics of the Amazon Basin, the meteorological reasons for the existence of rainforests, the geological history of the Neotropics, and the meaning of Pleistoscene Refuges.
Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner - TRC

Overnight – TRC
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TRC

Friday, June 5th 
Bird watching can not be taught in a few days – but the basics of it can. Bird watching outings will focus first on learning how to spot birds in the forest and the basics of their differentiation. Then you will actually begin identifying birds of different habitats focusing on the easiest ones and the most common ones. Important points such as reproduction and feeding habits and mixed species flocks are also touched upon.  
From a platform in a small pond you will sample fish using nets. The group will learn the essentials of the identification key, as well as the properties of the principal families and the adaptation of fish to the extreme conditions of seasonal water formations in the Amazon.
Before identifying insects, insect anatomy is taught. Then, insects are identified to the order level. Important insect topics include their diversity and the ecosystem functions of key families and orders such as dung beetles, army ants, termites, etc.

Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner - TRC

Overnight – TRC
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TRC to Refugio
Saturday, June 6th  
On most clear mornings of the year dozens of large macaws and hundreds of parrots congregate on this large river bank in a raucous and colorful spectacle which inspired a National Geographic cover story. Discretely located fifty meters from the cliff, you will observe Green-winged, Scarlet and Blue-and-gold Macaws and several species of smaller parrots descend to ingest clay. Outings are at dawn when the lick is most active.
Transfer Private Boat - TRC to Refugio Amazonas
A three and a half hour boat ride brings the group to Refugio Amazonas.
Five minutes downriver from the lodge lies a farm owned and managed by charismatic Don Manuel from the neighboring community of Condenado. He grows a variety of popular and unknown Amazon crops - just about every plant and tree you see serves a purpose. He has also identified and cultivated many of the medicinal plants used in the region in a little backyard garden.

In the evening the group will be out at the river’s edge, scanning the shores with headlamps and flashlights to catch the red gleams of reflection from caiman eyes.

Breakfast – TRC

Lunch – Boxed Lunch

Dinner - Refugio

Overnight at Refugio Amazonas
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REFUGIO/PM/Cusco
Sunday, June 7th
After an early breakfast at Refugio you retrace your river and road journey back to Puerto Maldonado and transfer to airport for flight to Cusco – LAN flight LP 072, departing Puerto Maldonado at 12:50 PM and arriving in Cusco at 1:40 PM.  Cusco is the oldest continuously inhabited city in the western hemisphere.  A distinguishing feature of the city is the colonial Spanish architecture built upon the foundations of ancient Incan temples.  You will be met at the airport by Sports Travel and transferred to the Hotel Corihuasi – just one block from the main square in Cusco.  You will have the opportunity to explore the city on your own, including dinner on your own.
Breakfast – Refugio 

Lunch – On own in airport in Puerto Maldonado
Dinner – Dinner on own in Cusco
Overnight – Hotel Corihuasi 
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CUSCO TO MACHU PICCHU


Monday, June 8th
After an early breakfast, a bus ride takes the group from Cusco through the Sacred Valley, to Ollantaytambo.  There will be stops along the way to view the magnificent views, observe a weaving demonstration, and see first-hand how chicha is made from corn.  The Sacred Valley reflects traditional ways of agriculture.  Due to global warming, glacial irrigation waters are declining, and plant habitats are changing.  Before you board the train in Ollantaytambo, the group will stop for lunch.  You transfer to a train which takes you to Aguas Calientes.   After hotel check in, there will be time to explore Aguas Calientes and have dinner.  
Breakfast at Hotel Corihuasi
Lunch – Local restaurant in Ollantaytambo
Dinner – On own in Aguas Calientes
Overnight - Hotel Hanaqpacha
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MACHU PICCHU
Tuesday, June 9th
After breakfast, you take a 06:00 am bus to Machu Picchu and climb up the hill to the Lost City of the Incas. You will meet history in your two hour guided visit of the ruins. The beauty of the architecture and the landscape will fill your eyes as there will be opportunity to climb the Wayna Picchu (the mountain that appears in every picture of Machupicchu), or walk to the Sun Gate.  Lunch will be on your own, either at the site at the Sanctuary Lodge, or in the town of Aguas Calientes, if you prefer.  
Breakfast at Hotel Hanaqpacha
Lunch - on your own
Dinner – on own at local restaurant in Aguas Calientes
Overnight - at Hotel Hanaqpacha
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MACHU PICCHU/cusco to Lima
Wednesday, June 10th
After an early breakfast, you will board the early train from Aguas Calientes to Ollantaytambo and board the bus to Cusco.  Nine students will catch the flight to Lima – LAN flight LP 028 departing Cusco at 1:50 and arriving in Lima at 3:15 PM.  Upon arrival in Lima the group will be met by Sports Travel and depart the airport for a guided tour of the Archeological Museum, followed by a farewell dinner before being transferred back to the airport by 8 PM for your overnight flight on Continental Airlines, Flight 1038 departing at 10:50 PM.
The remaining four passengers will remain in Cusco overnight at the Hotel Corihuasi.  They will be on their own for lunch and dinner.

Breakfast at Hanaqpacha
Lunch on your own in airport in Cusco
Dinner  - Restaurant in Lima
Overnight - Flight to the USA
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USA
Thursday, June 11th
Arrive in Newark, NJ on Continental Flight 1038 at 7:48 AM.
The four remaining travelers will be picked up by Pantiacolla Tours for their research in the Andes.

Breakfast at Hotel Corihuasi
Day



Cusco
Saturday, June 20th
The research group arrives back in Cusco and is transferred to Hotel Corihuasi.  Meals will be on their own.

Overnight – Hotel Corihuasi 

Day



Cusco/Lima/Overnight Flight to US
Sunday, June 21st 

After breakfast research group is transferred to airport for flight to Lima – LAN flight LP 028 departing Cusco at 1:15 PM and arriving in Lima at 3:15 PM.  They are met at the airport by Sports Travel and take a guided tour of the Archeological Museum.  This is followed by dinner at a restaurant in Lima and transfer back to the airport by 8 PM in time for their flight back to the US – Continental Flight 1038, departing Lima at 10:50 PM.

Breakfast at Hotel Corihuasi
Lunch on your own in airport in Cusco

Dinner  - Restaurant in Lima
Overnight - Flight to the USA

Day





USA
Monday, June 22nd  

Arrive in Newark, NJ on Continental Flight 1038 at 7:48 AM.

Contact:    
Dr. John Bevington



Mary Ann Robinson


jmb@cs.moravian.edu


mrobinson@wcupa.edu
610-861-1430




610-738-0477

The ACEER Foundation

P. O. Box 2549 - WCU
West Chester, PA  19383







