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In association with West Chester University of Pennsylvania

Institute for Emerging Sustainability Leaders

Education for Sustainability Workshop in Peru
June 24th - July 6th, 2012
The Amazon Center for Environmental Education and Research (ACEER) invites applications for a 12-day Institute for Emerging Sustainability Leaders in Peru scheduled for June 24 - July 6, 2012.  The theme for this inaugural year is Education for Sustainability.  This study tour is open to students, educators, and professionals in the field of education for sustainability as well as individuals interested in developing a more planetary perspective on the challenge of educating for sustainability.  Background information and a preliminary itinerary are below.

Up to 15 North Americans will be selected to participate.  Application letters should be submitted via e-mail by Friday, February 24th to Dr. Paul Morgan (pmorgan@wcupa.edu).  Your email should briefly:

· explain why you want to participate in the Institute for Emerging Sustainability Leaders

· list knowledge, skills, work, and course experiences related to this year’s theme: education for sustainability

· address your degree of understanding and interest in sustainability and/or sustainable development

Selected participants will be notified by Thursday, March 1st and will have until March 24th to complete the registration form and submit a $500 deposit.  The final balance will be due no later than April 24th, 2012.  The cost of the trip is $2,450 from Lima (double occupancy).  A number of partial of scholarships should be available for applicants based on need.

Academic credit (undergraduate/graduate) will be available through West Chester University of Pennsylvania.  Contact Dr. Paul Morgan for more info: pmorgan@wcupa.edu or 610-436-6945.

Challenge & Vision:  There are increasingly urgent conservation crises – overfished oceans, melting glaciers, and disappearing rainforests – that challenge all nations to pursue human development agendas that are genuinely sustainable.  Despite growing interest in sustainability in North America, even the most successful efforts tend not to go much beyond “reducing unsustainability.”  While green consumerism has hit its stride, the underlying conservation crises continue to worsen.  One of the major obstacles is the bubble of affluence and media distraction, coupled with disconnection from the sources and consequences of a consumptive, resource intensive culture.  What’s needed is a new breed of sustainability leaders who are grounded in the reality of life outside the bubble, who have a planetary perspective, and who have the global connections and cross-cultural skills to catalyze initiatives that aim for sustainability, not just less unsustainability.  

The Institute for Emerging Sustainability Leaders recruits participants from North and South America and then engages them in an immersive experience in the Peruvian Andes and the rainforest of the Amazon basin.  The ACEER Institute for Emerging Sustainability Leaders provides

· an immersive, experiential learning opportunity designed to ground participants in the reality outside the bubble of affluence and distraction

· access to in-country leaders working at the grassroots and governmental levels

· an opportunity to form personal and professional relationships with peers in North and South America

· a context in which to form a genuinely planetary perspective on the most pressing conservation and sustainability challenges

· opportunities to strengthen our passion for and interest in the natural world

· support and encouragement to scale-up participants’ own programs and initiatives

· follow-up connections and experiences to help participants stay grounded, committed, and to . . . Bring the Amazon home 

Preliminary Application Deadline:  Friday, February 24th, 2012
Cost:  $2,450 From Lima

(Double Occupancy – International Airfare not Included)

Deadline: Registration & $500 Deposit (selected applicants):  March 24th, 2012
Final Balance Due by April 24th, 2012
Send checks made payable to:

ACEER Foundation

PO Box 2549 – WCU

West Chester, PA  19383

For payment by wire transfer or credit card (3% fee) please call our office: 610-738-0477.

Institute for Emerging Sustainability Leaders

Preliminary Itinerary

Peru - Day One – June 24, 2012





TRAVEL TO LIMA
Flight into Lima, Peru, arriving in Lima in the evening.  Met at airport and transferred to Hotel Carmel.  
In-Flight Meals
Overnight Lima – Hotel Carmel
Day Two – June 25, 2012







LIMA

After breakfast you will meet at 8:30 a.m. for an overview and re-cap of information coming from the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) and a short discussion about sustainability in cities such as Lima, with a population of over 8 million and a desert climate. More information on the Rio conference can be found here: http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/. You will then meet at 10 AM with Antonio Brack, former Minister of the Environment for Peru.  After lunch you will visit a local university and meet with professors and students to discuss issues regarding sustainable development in Peru.  The afternoon concludes with a visit to the US embassy for a reception.  Afterwards we will have dinner and a presentation by a local official or conservationist.

Two years ago, Peru created a Ministry of Environment to deal with such challenges, and in 2010, as part of the Ministry’s first full budgetary cycle, it dedicated funds to work with the Global Footprint Network.  “For us, it is of particular importance to have information and indicators that account for our growing demand on the biocapacity of the planet to meet our needs,” Environment Vice Minister Ana María González del Valle Begazo wrote in an official letter of interest.

Overnight at the Hotel Carmel.

Breakfast – Hotel Carmel

Lunch – Restaurant in Lima

Dinner – Restaurant in Lima

Overnight – Hotel Carmel

Day Three – June 26, 2012

 LIMA TO PUERTO MALDONADO
After an early breakfast, you are transferred to the Lima airport for an early two-hour flight to Puerto Maldonado via Cusco. Puerto Maldonado, with a population of approximately 60,000, is the capital of the Madre de Dios region and is located at the confluence of the Tambopata and Madre de Dios Rivers. This small frontier town has a history of resource extraction beginning with the rubber boom, logging and gold prospecting, and more recently oil exploration.  Despite this activity, 98% of the region is composed of primary rainforest. There are three national parks and reserves in the area that together comprise more than 3.5 million hectares of protected forest ecosystems: the Manu Biosphere Reserve, the Tambopata-Candamo Reserve, and the Bahuaja Sonene National Park.  We are met at the airport by ACEER staff and taken to the Hotel Cabana Quinta.  

After lunch, we will have a presentation by Therany Gonzales about his conservation work surrounding the transoceanic highway.  ACEER staff will share information about the environmental education programs offered to students and teachers.  They will lead the group on a walking tour of the town and on a visit to the local markets.  Dinner will be at a restaurant in Puerto Maldonado.

Breakfast at Hotel Carmel
Lunch at Hotel Cabana Quinta

Dinner at Restaurant in Puerto Maldonado
Overnight at Hotel Cabana Quinta

Day Four – June 27, 2012

PUERTO MALDONADO

After breakfast at the Cabana Quinta, the group will depart for visits to the two sister schools in Puerto Maldonado – Dos de Mayo and San Isidro, and Javier Heraud in Laberinto.  There you will have an opportunity to meet the school staff and students and see first-hand the projects that they are working on and share information about your schools and projects.  Late afternoon, you will return to the hotel and dinner will be on your own.
Breakfast at Cabana Quinta

Boxed Lunch 

Dinner – on own in Puerto Maldonado

Overnight at Hotel Cabana Quinta

Day Five – June 28, 2012




PUERTO MALDONADO 
After breakfast, you will be attending a conference with leaders from the local government, representatives from indigenous groups and other organizations to discuss the myriad of challenges facing the area related to the new transoceanic highway.  

Breakfast – Cabana Quinta
Lunch – At conference
Dinner – On own in Puerto Maldonado
Overnight – Hotel Cabana Quinta
Day Six – June 29, 2012





  HACIENDA CONCEPCION
Early breakfast at the Cabaña Quinta. In Puerto Maldonado we will be met by Inkaterra and visit their butterfly house.  Then we will be taken to the port in Puerto Maldonado where we will transfer to boats for the 45 minute journey to Hacienda Concepcion.    Hacienda Concepcion is located on a 340 hectare private reserve that joins the Tambopata Reserve and Lake Sandoval.  Once we have settled in, we will have lunch. We will visit the Interpretation Center for an overview of the region.  We will visit the Gardens, and the Useful Plants Trail.  Emphasis will be on the traditional uses of medicinal plants and the promise they hold for new, modern medicines.  

After dinner, we will have a brief night hike for star gazing and to look for nocturnal animals.

Breakfast – Cabana Quinta
Lunch/Dinner –Hacienda Concepcion
Overnight – Hacienda Concepcion
Day Seven – June 30, 2012



HACIENDA CONCEPCION 
A short boat ride takes you to the Tambopata National Reserve, where wildlife surrounds you as you enjoy the one and a half hour walk along three kilometers of trails to reach Lake Sandoval. Glide in a wooden canoe, across a beautiful, mirror-like oxbow lake that is home to the endangered giant river otter, as well as red howler monkeys, macaws, prehistoric hoatzins, also called “shanshos”, anacondas, point-tailed palm creepers and side-neck turtles. You will spend two hours on the lake, looking at all is has to offer. 
Walk back to Fundo Concepcion in time for lunch. After lunch, visit to the Gamitana Demonstration Farm. Long walk following the Gamitana creek. 1 ½-hour walk through a narrow trail towards “Sanipanga”. 1-hour canoe ride down stream to the Gamitana Model Farm. Interpretation of creek ecosystems. Walk through the Model Farm.
We return to Hacienda in time for dinner.

Night hike or night boat ride along the river to glimpse night animals along the banks.
Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner – Hacienda Concepcion


Overnight – Hacienda Concepcion
Day Eight – July 1, 2012






HACIENDA CONCEPCION
Following breakfast, we will take a boat to Reserva Amazónica for a hike to the canopy walkway to explore the “roof of the rainforest.”  Nearly 80% of all living creatures in the rainforest live in the forest canopy. This Walkway provides an unparalleled opportunity to explore this system.  After ascending the first tower, at 29 meters above the forest floor, you will literally walk through the treetops for one-and-a-half hours along suspension bridges that link eight observation platforms. Enjoy landscapes and vistas that would be unimaginable from below, while on the look-out for giant strangler fig trees, orchids, toucans, woodpeckers, trogons and –with luck- monkeys or sloths. After your descent from the Canopy, experience the Anaconda Walk for about 30 minutes along the 200-meter wooden bridge over the Aguajales swamps. In this lush eco system, you may observe the various species of amphibians, serpents, birds, mammals and abundant flora and trees of this flooded marshland.  You will return to Hacienda Concepcion for lunch.

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, & Overnight – Hacienda Concepcion
Day Nine – July 2, 2012




HACIENDA CONCEPCION, SACRED VALLEY
After breakfast, you reverse the journey to Puerto Maldonado, where you transfer to the airport for your flight to Cusco. 

You will fly to Cusco across the snow-capped Andes Mountains to the heart of the Inca Empire. Nestled in a high valley at nearly 13,000 feet, Cusco is surrounded by some of the highest peaks in the Andes. As you descend into Cusco, the oldest continuously inhabited city in the western hemisphere, you glimpse the red tiled roofs of this colonial capital that was built on the massive foundations created by the Inca Empire.  
You will be met at the airport and transported out of the city and into the Sacred Valley enroute to the small town of Ollantaytambo.  On board the bus you will have a box lunch on the way to a site visit to the Forests for Water Project in the Andes Mountains near Cusco.  The Sacred Valley of the Incas is witnessing a battle between climate change and human survival. The Apu Pachatusan (God That Holds the World in Quechua language) – a seasonal glacier that rises over 15,000 feet above sea level (4,842 meters) and one of the most important sites in the Inca religious world – is in danger of vanishing as a result of climate change and deforestation. At the same time, lakes have been drying up and water supplies dwindling.  This local reforestation project will improve access to water, capture the carbon dioxide that impacts our earth’s climate, and provide other environmental and social benefits. You will meet representatives of the Instituto Machu Picchu who will discuss global warming, impacts of climate change, melting glaciers, and the reforestation project. The Institute works very closely with the Cusco Regional Government and with local municipalities on a Regional Strategy of Adaptation to climate change.  The discussion will focus on climate change in the high Andes and impact on local populations.

After dinner at the hotel you will be joined by a local shaman who will share with the group some of the ceremonial practices of the Andean shamans.

Breakfast – Hacienda Concepcion
Lunch – Boxed Lunch on Bus

Dinner – On your own
Overnight – Ollantaytambo Lodge
Day Ten – July 3, 2012



 
OLLANTAYTAMBO TO MACHU PICCHU
After breakfast you board the train for Aguas Calientes.  Upon arrival you will board a bus for the trip up to Machu Picchu. The topography, geology and hydrology of Machu Picchu create nine life zones and contain a wide diversity of flora and fauna.  There are more than 1000 species of orchids within the Sanctuary, as well as a wide variety of ferns, begonias, palms, and bromeliads.  The Sanctuary has many species including the solitary eagle, the Andean condor, the ocelot, spectacled bear, and a great variety of birds including the Cock-of-the-Rock, Peru’s national bird.

Exploration of the architectural remains of plazas, palaces, temples, homes, cemeteries and more than 100 irrigated terraces that formed the structure for the Incan agricultural system.  The day will provide an ongoing opportunity for discussions of Incan cultural traditions including their agricultural and medicinal practices.  After a two hour guided tour of the ruins, there will be opportunity to climb Huyana Picchu, or walk to the Sun Gate. You’ll have the evening to explore the town and have dinner on your own.
Breakfast – Ollantaytambo Lodge
Lunch – On your own
Dinner – On your own
Overnight – Hostal Machu Picchu
Day Eleven – July 4, 2012





OLLANTAYTAMBO TO CUSCO
After breakfast, you will make your way back through the Urubamba Valley to Cusco.  On the way you will stop in Chinchero to visit a weaving arts gallery. In Cusco, you will check into the hotel and then have the rest of the day on your own to explore the city.  Dinner will be on your own.  
Breakfast – Hostal Machu Picchu
Lunch – Restaurant in Sacred Valley
Dinner – On our own in local restaurant in Cusco

Overnight – Hotel de la Villa Hermoza (or similar)
Day Twelve – July 5, 2012







CUSCO/LIMA

After breakfast, you will have some time to explore Cusco before your transfer to the airport for your flight to Lima.  You will be met at the airport.  Upon arrival in Lima we will travel along the coast.  Peru has a large fishing industry, due to the cold Humboldt current that flows north along the coast.  We will arrive at our final destination, Rosa Nautica, a restaurant on a pier in the Pacific for our farewell dinner.  There will be a discussion about sustainable fishing led by Patricia Majluf. We will later transfer to the airport for an overnight flight to the US.

Breakfast – Hotel in Cusco
Lunch – On own

Dinner – Restaurant in Lima
Overnight flight USA

Day Thirteen – July 6, 2012





ARRIVE IN USA

Included

· Local Guides

· Return airfare (Lima – Puerto Maldonado – Cusco – Lima)

· Airport and hotel transfers in Lima

· Land and fluvial transport as scheduled in the itinerary

· Accommodation as scheduled in the itinerary

· Meals as specified in the itinerary

· Fees related to activities outlined in the itinerary

· Administrative and logistical services and support

· All local taxes

· All local tips & services

Not included

· International airfares

· Some meals, as indicated

· Snacks, alcoholic beverages & soft drinks
· Airport Taxes 

· Travel Insurance (Required)

For more information contact:

Mary Ann Robinson




Dr. Paul Morgan

Program Coordinator




Professor – West Chester University
ACEER Foundation

610-738-0477





610-436-6945
mrobinson@wcupa.edu



pmorgan@wcupa.edu
