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F O U N D A T I O N 
Aquatic Ecology of Peru

Water, People and Climate Change:

Future of the Amazon Rainforest

May 25 – June 4, 2010

$2,590(From Lima)

Optional Extension to Cusco and Machu Picchu

June 3 – June 7, 2010

$730 Additional Cost
Sponsored by Stroud Water Research Center 
in association with 
West Chester University of Pennsylvania
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Deadline for registration/payment of $500 deposit:  Tuesday, February 22, 2010
Day 1



USA/LIMA

Tuesday, May 25th
Group arrives in Lima.  The group will be met outside of customs in the airport by Sports Travel and transferred to the Manhattan Hotel near the airport. A short introduction to Lima and some useful information will be provided by Sports Travel.


In-flight dinner
Overnight Lima – Manhattan Hotel
Day 2



LIMA/ PUERTO MALDONADO
Wednesday, May 26th
After an early breakfast, the group will be transferred to the airport for the flight to Puerto Maldonado via Cusco.  Puerto Maldonado, with a population of approximately 60,000, is the capital of the Madre de Dios region and is located at the confluence of the Tambopata and Madre de Dios Rivers. This small frontier town has a history of resource extraction beginning with the rubber boom, logging and gold prospecting, and more recently oil exploration.  Despite this activity, 98% of the region is comprised of primary rainforest. There are three national parks and reserves in the area that together comprise more than 3.5 million hectares of protected forest ecosystems.  They are: The Manu Biosphere Reserve, Tambopata-Candamo Reserve, and the Bahuaja Sonene National Park.

The group will be met at the airport in Puerto Maldonado and transferred to the port for a 45 minute boat ride down river to the Canopy walkway.  The high point, literally will be a visit to the Inkaterra Canopy Walkway – a series of seven suspended walkways 100 feet above the forest floor and providing an unparalleled opportunity to study the vertical structure of the forest and life in the canopy, led by workshop leader and our Inkaterra guide.  We will then depart by boat back upriver to Puerto Maldonado where we will spend the night at the Cabana Quinta.  Dinner will be on your own. There are many small restaurants around the main square in Puerto Maldonado, a short 4-block walk from the hotel or you can just choose to eat dinner at the hotel.

Breakfast – Manhattan Hotel

Lunch – Boxed Lunch on boat
Dinner – On own at a local restaurant in Puerto Maldonado

Overnight – Cabaña Quinta
Day 3



Puerto Maldonado to POSADA

Thursday, May 27th 
After and early breakfast we will be met by our guides from Rainforest Expeditions and board a bus for the community of Infierno.  Although homes are scattered over 10,000 hectares, the “hub” centralizes the shared infrastructure – school, store, medical post, and meeting room. We only visit with community authorization.  This community is part of an innovative ecotourism partnership with our hosts Rainforest Expeditions.  Here we will learn about the partnership and the community history and structure.  

Less than fifteen minutes from the community's hub a family of community members has built a fish farm. They have invested in two ponds where they keep both Gamitana and Pacotana, two local species of fish. Around the ponds they have built facilities for soccer and volleyball, and a small restaurant. Their property is located next to a small creek where swimming is allowed. It has become an interesting alternative for locals on weekends and is an interesting example of entrepreneurship among community members.

After lunch, a local farm leader will accompany us on a farm visit. In addition to focusing on the ecology, diversity and productivity of small rain forest farms, he will help us gain insight as to the challenges presented by markets, politics, demographics and infrastructure to the farming industry in the state of Madre de Dios. We will also learn of the dreams of farmers in the state.  

After our visit of Infierno we will board a boat for a 45 minute trip up the Tambopata River into the community’s primary forest reserve to their lodge Posada Amazonas.
Breakfast – Cabana Quinta
Lunch – Boxed Lunch

Dinner – Posada

Overnight – Posada

Day 4


Posada to Tambopata Research Center (TRC)
Friday, May 28th 
After breakfast, we will depart for Tres Chimbadas Oxbow Lake.  Tres Chimbadas is thirty minutes by boat and forty five minutes hiking from Posada Amazonas.  Here we will search for Giant River Otters.  With the help of our guides we will collect data in support a long-term project conducted by the Frankfurt Zoological Society. If we see giant otters on our outing we will record behavioral activates and physical markings to be included with on-going data sets.

Next we will transfer to the boats for the six and half hour boat ride from Posada Amazonas, into the pristine heart of the reserve, to the Tambopata Research Center.  Three and half hours into our boat journey, as we cross the confluence with the Malinowski River, we will leave the final traces of human habitation behind.  Within the 700,000 hectare uninhabited nucleus of the reserve, sightings of capybara, caiman, geese, macaws and other large species will become more frequent.

Breakfast – Posada

Lunch – Boxed Lunch

Dinner – TRC

Overnight – TRC

Day 5



TRC

Saturday, May 29th 
The day will be dedicated to aquatic ecology studies of the area.  We will have an introduction to the hydrology, chemistry, and biology of tropical streams.   We will discuss forest-stream linkages including the soils of a rainforest.  The food webs and stream biota of tropical streams will be compared to temperate streams. Leaf packs will be deployed in a small stream to be colonized by stream organisms and will be retrieved the following day for examination.  
After dinner there will be an ecology workshop that covers the physical characteristics of the Amazon Basin, the meteorological reasons for the existence of rainforests, the geological history of the Neotropics, and the meaning of Pleistoscene Refuges.

Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner - TRC

Overnight – TRC

Day 6



TRC

Sunday, May 30th
Aquatic ecology activities will continue throughout the day with continued discussion of food webs and analysis of leaf packs. Exercises in the transport of nutrients and sediment will be conducted in Rio Tambopata.  
Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner - TRC

Overnight – TRC

Day 7





TRC 

Monday, May 31st
Aquatic ecology activities will continue throughout the day.  

Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner - TRC

Overnight – TRC

Day 8




TRC to Refugio

Tuesday, June 1st 
On most clear mornings of the year dozens of large macaws and hundreds of parrots congregate on this large river bank in a raucous and colorful spectacle which inspired a National Geographic cover story. Discretely located fifty meters from the cliff, you will observe Green-winged, Scarlet and Blue-and-gold Macaws and several species of smaller parrots descend to ingest clay. Outings are at dawn when the lick is most active.
Transfer Private Boat - TRC to Refugio Amazonas

A three and a half hour boat ride brings the group to Refugio Amazonas.
Five minutes downriver from the lodge lies a farm owned and managed by charismatic Don Manuel from the neighboring community of Condenado. He grows a variety of popular and unknown Amazon crops - just about every plant and tree you see serves a purpose. He has also identified and cultivated many of the medicinal plants used in the region in a little backyard garden.

In the evening the group will be out at the river’s edge, scanning the shores with headlamps and flashlights to catch the red gleams of reflection from caiman eyes.

Breakfast – TRC

Lunch – Boxed Lunch

Dinner - Refugio

Overnight at Refugio Amazonas
Day 9



Refugio

Wednesday, June 2nd 
Aquatic ecology activities will take place at Refugio. Topics of discussion will include:

wet and dry seasons and climate change impacts on rainforest
Breakfast – TRC

Lunch – Boxed Lunch

Dinner - Refugio

Overnight at Refugio Amazonas
Day 10



REFUGIO/PM/Cusco/Lima
Thursday, June 3rd 
After an early breakfast at Refugio you retrace your river and road journey back to Puerto Maldonado and transfer to airport for flight to Cusco.  Those not going on the optional extension to Machu Picchu will continue on to Lima.  In Lima, you will be met by Sports Travel who will provide a short tour of the city, followed by a farewell dinner at a restaurant along the coast.  You will then be transferred back to the airport for your overnight flight to the US.
Breakfast – Refugio

Lunch – On your own in airport

Dinner – Seaside restaurant in Lima

Overnight – Flight to US

Day 11



USA
Friday, June 4th 
Arrive in USA.

Optional Extension to Machu Picchu
Day 10



Refugio/Cusco/Aguas Calientes
Thursday, June 3rd 
After an early breakfast at Refugio you retrace your river and road journey back to Puerto Maldonado and transfer to airport for flight to Cusco.  Nestled in a high valley at nearly 11,000 feet, Cusco is surrounded by some of the highest peaks in the Andes.  As we descend into Cusco, the oldest continuously inhabited city in the western hemisphere, we glimpse the red tiled roofs of this colonial capital that was built on the massive foundations created by the Inca Empire. We make our way by bus out of the city and into the historic Urubamba Valley – The Valley of the Incas to Ollantaytambo there we transfer to the train for Machu Picchu, recently selected as one of the 7 New Wonders of the World.  After the hour and a half ride we arrive at Aguas Calientes (Machu Picchu Village).  Dinner on your own at a local restaurant and overnight at Hotel Hanaqpacha.

Breakfast – Refugio

Lunch – Boxed Lunch

Dinner – On own

Overnight – Hotel in Aguas Calientes

Day 11



Machu Picchu/Cusco
Friday, June 4th 
After breakfast at the hotel, we board our bus for the journey to Machu Picchu for the day. The topography, geology and hydrology of Machu Picchu create nine life zones and contain a wide diversity of flora and fauna species.  There are more than 1000 species of orchids within the Sanctuary, as well as a wide variety of ferns, begonias, palms, and bromeliads.  The Sanctuary has many species of fauna as well including the solitary eagle, the Andean condor, the ocelot, spectacled bear, and a great variety of birds including the Cock-of-the-Rock, Peru’s national bird.

Exploration of the architectural remains of plazas, palaces, temples, homes, cemeteries and more than 100 irrigated terraces that formed the structure for the Incan agricultural system.  The day will provide an ongoing opportunity for discussions of Incan cultural traditions including their agricultural and medicinal practices.  After a two hour guided tour of the ruins, there will be opportunity to climb Huyana Picchu, or walk to the Sun Gate. Train to Ollantaytambo departs around 4:00 PM where we will transfer to a bus at Ollantaytambo for drive to Cusco.
Breakfast – Hotel in Aguas Calientes
Lunch – On own in Aguas Calientes
Dinner – On own in Cusco
Overnight – Hotel Corihuasi
Day 12



Cusco

Saturday, June 5th 
We will spend the day in Cusco, with a morning tour of the city. In the afternoon you will have time to explore the city on your own.  Lunch and dinner will be on your own.
Breakfast – Hotel in Cusco
Lunch – On own

Dinner – On own

Overnight – Hotel in Cusco
Day 13



Cusco/Lima/Overnight Flight

Sunday, June 6th 
There is usually time for some last minute shopping before we head to the airport to catch our midday flight to Lima.  We will be met at the airport and take a driving tour of Lima.  We will have a farewell dinner at a restaurant by the sea.  We are then transferred to the airport for our overnight flight to the USA.  
Breakfast – Hotel in Cusco
Lunch – On own

Dinner – Seaside restaurant in Lima
Overnight – Flight to US
Day 14



Arrival in US

Monday, June 7th 
Arrive in USA.
Included in Trip
· Local Guides

· Return airfare (Lima – Puerto Maldonado – Cusco – Lima)

· Airport and hotel transfers in Lima

· Land and fluvial transport as scheduled in the itinerary

· Accommodation as scheduled in the itinerary

· Meals as specified in the itinerary

· Lima city tour
· Fees related to activities outlined in the itinerary

· Administrative and logistical services and support

· All local taxes

· All local tips & services

Not included in Trip
· International airfares

· Some meals, as indicated

· Snacks, alcoholic beverages & soft drinks
· Airport Taxes 

· Travel Insurance (Required)
For more information contact:    


Susan Herbert



Mary Ann Robinson
sherbert@stroudcenter.org  

mrobinson@wcupa.edu
610-738-0477

Total Cost:  $2,590 from Lima (International airfare NOT included) - Optional Extension an additional $730.  Deposit of $500 and registration forms are due by February 22, 2010.  Final payment for the remaining cost is due March 22, 2010.  Mail checks to:

The ACEER Foundation

P. O. Box 2549 - WCU
West Chester, PA  19383
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