People of Tropical Rainforests

Do you ever wonder how your life would be if you live in the Amazon
Rainforest? Y ou may be part of the Y anomami tribe, an indigenous (native) group of
people living in South America, particularly Brazil. Each village has one large round
house called a yano, which are built close to rivers. Garden surround the house, so many
crops, such as corn, sweet potatoes, and papaya can be easily grown and cared for. Y our
bed would be a hammock. Y our village may invite another village to a several day feast
with presents, singing, dancing and story telling.

Or, you may be part of the Y agua culture in the northern part of the Amazon
along the Napo and Putumayo Rivers. Their traditional settlement consisted of a dwelling
housing five to ten families, located six or seven miles from the next village. Traditional
houses were oval, made of bent polestied in pairs. More modern Y agua houses are
usually sguare structure built on stilts located along ariver. Their family name comes
from a plant or animal word. Only afew thousand of this tribe remains today.

Riberenos, contemporary river people of today, live at a subsistence level much
like their ancestors did; they build canoes to fish on the river and they grow gardens.
They may also, in contrast to their ancestors, wear Western clothes, go to school, and use
electricity.

Y ou certainly wouldn’t take a bus to school if you lived deep in the rainforest, but
rather you may have to walk dirt trails to atiny school that does not have electricity, or
many books. Y ou would however learn to read and write Spanish and do some math with
students of many ages, and one teacher. Y ou would probably only go to school for afew
years. They too really like to tell stories. (Visit www.aceeramigos.org and click on
Amazon Cyberschool and click on virtual tours to see four different schools and villages.)

Y our chores would include fishing and gathering food, such as banana or nuts.
For fun you might spin tops, wrestle, dance, or play music with musical instruments such
as panpipes. Y ou might keep pigs and chickens and you may have a pet monkey or bird.

Y our father would likely hunt animals to bring home for the family dinner and
also clear new plots for growing food. As you get older, if you are a boy your father will
show you how to use spears, blowguns, traps, nets and snares to hunt tapirs and monkeys.

Y our mother may tend a small garden that was created using a technique called
“slash and burn” agriculture. The ashes from the burn allow much needed nutrients to
enter the soil to grow foods such as manioc (root vegetable, also called cassava) and
plantain. However this fertility is only temporary, and a new site to farm will be needed
in afew years. The yearly floods also add fertility to the soil. Y our mother would also
spin, weave, prepare the food, and care for the children.

If you hurt yourself while doing your chores or if you got sick, your parents
would take you to see the village shaman. Shaman are similar to our doctors; however,
they have awealth of knowledge about how to use the plants and spirits of the rainforest
to cure your ills.
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Comparing Your Lifeto that of a Rainforest Child's

Directions. Read “People of Tropical Rainforests’ and fill in the chart below.
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