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Adaptations Abound in the Amazon

An adaptation is a genetically controlled trait that can be a change in behavior or
structure. An example of a structural adaptation that you know about is camouflage. If an
animal, such as a moth, can blend into the bark of atree, it isless likely to be seen and
eaten by a bird. Over many generations, through a process called natural selection, the
properly colored moths will survive and reproduce at a greater rate than the improperly
shaded moth. Over successive generations populations, not individuals, evolve by
becoming genetically different. In the Amazon Rainforest there are numerous examples
of plant and animal adaptations. One exciting example isthat of the bat. Bats are
considered keystone species in many ecosystems because of their ability to pollinate
plants, disperse seeds and control pests such as insects and rodents.

In the tropics all bats originally captured insects by using echolocation, something
like bat SONAR. Today, there are also fruit-eating, nectar-eating, pollen-eating, fish-
eating, frog-eating, bird-eating, lizard-eating, mouse-eating, bat-eating, and even blood-
lapping bats. Try your detective abilities below to match up the name of each bat. You
will need to carefully study the structural adaptations of their ears and noses.
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Canbbean White Bal

Flying Fox

Graat Stripe-Faced Baj

Lassar Long-Masad Bai

Lessar Mouse-Tailad Bat

Slit-Faced Bal
Spear-bosed Bal
Spotted Bat
Hig-Eared Bai
Tube-hosad Bak
‘Wampira Bal
Wrinkle-Faced Baj
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