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Women's Center Celebrates Fifteen Years!

fiy: Rebecca Allen

1 Fad the excC iting opportun ey Eo
attend the Hational Women's Studles
dscociation  Conterence that wWas bald
ovEr five stimalating davs |ln June at
Tokrson Stabte University. Azl =at in
the Woman's Canter Causus mesking,
Wide-ayad -and aager +to hear  gbout
ather cantarg and their activitios, |
raal ized that ours Women's Cepkes wWas
Lt | syue,

& feaw  aoeman that attendad thig
meE=ting came speslflcally ®a pather
Intfarmmat i-on poout starting fenters on
thelr okn campusas, Others spoka of
Bl i canters belng |ln &xistence L=

thres, Flwe, and ten years. Whan
aszked by ancther participant how Tong
WiZll has _had &8 centar, 1 hesitatead. i

raintly remsmberad somath|ng about the
mid-sevent | e, Reasorting to  finger

calculations, @as [ tend toe do whan
counting weSr-s €0 give me a 2morg
ywizual sansae af thms, I wank e aligh
thrae full hands! Was this carrest?
[BF-. ] L sikEtlmg im ERis i e A
a represenltstive of a3 Homen'ls Center
that actually had a8 h*higtosy and
perhaps a&vah =et a preccdent? Hiom
pECciting!

My curtasity Was  aroused. Who
BT Ehs hdi v ldals EFiak P ped
tiran=iarm beliefs amo commloments |Ata
tRMaible Ta@lrtjes? A a graduata
studenkt 2t tha Woman 's Center sifce
thia summars af 1583, I hed heard namses
a+ t orme™ directons arnd other
Imdividuai=-wmho ware: involved wlth tha
Women s Cgnbar, the CThildren's Centar
and the Homan's Studies Program. 1
wonderad If informaticn was avallable

that told of these people and their
efforts,

Dizring my next schaduled work
iy y I went directly to aur flile
cablnets., | opemed & file drawer and
Batfa o, Ehere was . a £o |l der 1 aoel e
Women s Centere ezer ipt ian/Mistory.
It eontained annual reports,; SufFvayE,
gquastionnalres, and handeritbten notes
Ermat presesve some of the moods asad

aftorts of partiouls Eimes, I thave
pieced thi=z ipformation topather |n an
attampt to tell ou stary; & nar-atliad

that s=pans Fifteen yvears.

Durting Ehe  yesr or =zo prlac ta
19722, there was much dlscussien among
SEvera] wWomen fatulty about the Ppeed
for consciousness Falsifng among  tha
mOman  Of  Samsus as Wl | 85 - =support
sServices for women students. In the
Spring of 1972, dus to the &Ffores of
D=.Madalyn Gutklieth, the first Homen's
Studies course, Women in Contemporary
Socieky was glwen.

Other issues of conoceETn among
the wamen fasultyv, in particular Dra,
Madelyn Gutwirth, FPamela Hemohill and
J@Eme  SEan ineludad the needs of the
ar-tus i g numbar of non=traditional
Homan studanbs S0 camous . Theges fpesds
e luded child-care,8nd &2 "safe space’
Whmrg Lhey could oo for support and
information and meet other women with

=lmllar | fe situations. dnfactunataly,
room wWas not made aeysailablie: even wlth
the sugpport  af  some members of

the agdminlstrat|an,

& foen indiwiduals contlinued to
advocate © forr the women  students and
thanks co  the Cime]y Intervent | an
of [r. Bwan, facillties ware mado
availatla |n &the Faltl of 1974, The
Third #§floor of Emith House caasmad
suitabie and the Homen's Center was in
buziness. Dr. Pamelag Hempsill bacams
tha flrsk Directar.

o the Deginmings the aim of tha
Centker was to provide & place . whera
the raturn g student cowld meast Witk
(= A T Tk discuss. mubtual - probliems | and
find gnewers  Es guastlong; Students
(T al growlidged with & lounge =2 |
amo |t igws]y startad & newal etber,

In spring of 1975, Fs. Harjorls
FMastar , &5 graduate =EE iatank , aas
Ifgtrumental in running the Centar;
Sha devalaped a guestlionnalecs  abaowut
the needs of refturning students and
wlith Professor Andres Dinnimen  felpad
exbabl ich  an sonientation orogram  foe
Incgming &l1der students.

In the summer of 1975, after It
becama Ingreasingly apoarent ERak &y
il o = Facilitleas HE P azsantial ,

requests wWers puk into sctlan. THi=
wa=s done in conhinction with Ms. T SR
ann i T = af =t Ear | w Childbood
faveaiopment Prog—am riho boped to
develop a program to mast The meeds af

feant’d on page 3..)



feant’d from page 1.}

both mothers andg the Early CHl 1 gdhood

Frog—am. Dae ko EHe work agf M=s.
HMorgan angd Ms,. Charigktte Bartlett of
the Department of Social Wel Fare, -]

Drop=In Center for chilgren apened In
the fFall of T976.

& major spln-off of the Women g
Cernter, with the Women's Studies
Frogram, wWes the sstablishment of tha
Inskjitute For Women in spring of 1976,
o far reaching wislan, Erhe regult of



Lhe obvious nesd for gtarting children
Im a non=sex|st educat |onal
Snv i ranmank rasulted im v
dawve | gpmant: af & grant  application.
This was made possible under the HEW

Homen s Educaticonal Eguity Act
tund| ng. The principal investigators
were Drs. Magelynm Gutwicklh, Famels
Hameti 11 and Carleos Zeigler. The

grant apelicacion wa= funded for Ehe
deveiooment, implamantat ion and testing
at 8 fcourse Eo ocombat sexism in the

[ 8] emanTary schaal . THi= Srank L8 ]
e wedd for- @& second: year and tha
Final rasul e W dissesinated

pationally.

After Che gradusation of Marjorie
Masters., attamots ware made |0 wa ln
ta fund a parkt Eima. Women's Cantar
birectarc., From fall af 15376 to 1377,
e Center was run by HME. Gare
Eingras, & Social Welfare major. The
Center's facil itles a3lso hHowsed the
directarafhip of the Courzse to Combat
Sex i =m.

Irm fali of 1977, Dr. Hane Swan
became Director of the Homen'= Centsr.
inzizting on 2 reliaklae budget. a
central ldeatiaon, on campus  &nd  the
promise af a8 gradate assjigstant, Thue
Spring and Summer of 1978 were spant
avEFEom i rs mndlaess bureacscratic
delays,. By Sugust, DF.Swan and Women's
Center advocates acauired quartsrs |n
the Learning AResearch Cenkber, room
=9 The Center togk on a3 new |ease
afi 1i1fe. The personoe]l of the Women's
Carter angd DLDrop=In Cente- sonsglstead
of e, Swan (142 timed,thres graduata
axslstante, and one g twoe Social
el fare =anise glecement s=tudenkts,

T Drop—In Centes oppenad | 1
JErsary 1275 ko pravice roudimentary
dav-care servlces for the cohl fidren of
retiurnima  students. Tha responsea to
the! faclliity was overwteiming. Tha
o et Dradoat T womfial 1y
MadeguUuata and many reguests F o

sarvices were depfed;, bBut Tt wes &
bagimnlngs By 1980 tha Drop=In Center
offered day care seryices for 22
gl ldeen.ln 1981 this numbesr increased
ta 30 although only 17 eRildran couid
be present St aone Tima.

[ir. Jdanea Swan feelsz that Bber most
successful accong]l lshment |n the early
years kas starting the drop=in center

for =mall children. At Flrat Pin =}
sorar | Ty mambars . +han staffad by
wiork=sHudy =budents, and a8galnsk

Earrandals bureaucragtic odas, shie was
aple to gat the Center afficially
| ieensed. Har words glve Inslight |nto
the =l tuation when she erote. .. THare
than aone day wWas spent typlng out
oegolng Tetters to friends: and foes
oleads g for LayEy supel las; evan
ok lesg and milk, Whila a toarful
child oo my 1&g plagdead for NS mommy .

feont'd on page 4.}



Women Center Celchrates Fifreen Yeary cont'd...

Many a +time | wished that my momsy
were thare to help mel™
Or. Swarn also felt pride in what

was being sccomp) lshad. Ehé wraote 8
rapert whilile she was Director that
statad, . ."The more tha LCenter staff

Bacomes lavelved in women's neads &t
the college, tha more they rFreallize
how great they are. This s now belng
recoon | zed thraughout the Commornweaal th
and the sountry. West Chestar's
Cantar Rhas recently beaen contTActad Dy
tWs of her sister col leges for aid and
advice in starting theair oWn ceanterss
whickh thay plan to medsl after ours.
We 3t the Centar sre proud of the fackt
that our college iz the flirst In: tha
Fa. State Collese systam ta have &
Women's Tenter and a free. Drop-In
Centar .

In 198971-A2 under the direactorshlip
af Dr. Jdoan Hazselgulst, and staffed
by Lwo graduate assistants,.the Women's
Cantar moved to & larger spaca in Room

100 Lawrence LCanter where (- | &
Tacatad today: The aobjlect|vas of
matwork Trs arg commun icating wWith
o lher carous organ izat lons and
services ware mat and progrems wara
Hare I eollaborat|lon wWith the

Coungal ing Caates, Campus  Secur ity .
Carger Devel|opmant Center, Academic
Aclv Teaement and Continuding aducstjon.
In 1983 *iEx Mary Mzt owgh
became Woman's Center Director which
[CE T increased to a 374 time posltion.
She hald the gositlon wntil the Ffall

af 138BE.
A T T=57 mae diractor af e
Childran's Center, Gail Snankwailer

was Rired in tha 1964=B8% year. Dus To
EMe support of the [Dzan of Stidents
Broda Tadd angd Vice=Fresigent Rodger
Summera. tha Centear, located n
il inger Hall,; wWas Ticensed by the
State Bod 2 total of &6 chlidren wecs
EErvEd .

Under the directorsship of Marsy
MoCullaugh  the Wamen's Center faced
uncertainty ever raceivipng funding by
LGl Fartunately things did work
aut, =nd I.G.&, did approve & budgot
reguest For the Women's Center and the
Deap=-1n Center. At this tima ‘the
flipanca coammitbtes also granted exbca
monies for the squisltion of cots for
the child=am 10 the Drop=1ln Center.

Mary inravations wmere made undar
Mary "5 Olractorshls. The omen '8
Cemtar Ravien &8 Dagom, sHe appl iad
far and  adminlstared grant monies
fa= the Women Respond to Raclsm
Projiect ; and she dld axtensive
outreach  to othes PSEU campuses Who
cantinued ta Took o the WCU ‘“Women's
Cenitar and Children’s Cafnter a8 a
valuable rassurce -forr beginning o
improving thelr cwan sarvices,

Ceanter Oiractor,

Rabir

Garrett, currant Women's

assumad the position

|\ the Wwinter of 1987. Sandra Jonas
becama the Chiildren's Ceanter DirectsE
ke Navember of ERat yvaar,

Prlor to

and ocuring Sandy's work as director,
the Chlldren's Center gresW Ffrom &
drap=in cantar Far el 1 dran af
studants only, ko a professlonally
staffed; etate-| lcansad day carae
Facil ity wleh a full pragschool
educational program avallabla to

faculty and staff as wmall

as stodants.

The mork of full=time teacher Balinda

Trani

the

slita

fimld
Eomac

Lanta

il

mean of nastimabl

a value In

proWth of the Centers and thae high
gual ity =arvices they provide.

Thia

Children s LCentar

provida=s &

fore  waluntmars, Wk STy
PlacamantTs,y Bng

ass istantaships. Thaey also
placemant
opportunikies for students

5 L
Fs an

and provide

+ education, -
d ghyaical aducati

graduate
o Field

tasting

ir e
syehology
=t o

Im October of 1968 the Childran's

Iy (S

z relocataed to Eha

af MMcCarthy Hall which fulf
dire nead for spacm. Todey
Ef. children of staff, Ffaculty and

shudes
=t ]

nts.
par-t—

Thay continua to

basamant
ilTled the
Lthay sServe

groW  and

time Eeachers,; Julia Harpes

arnd Skaran Moyttt wmera hired
Thae Womern's Center continues to
provide 8 wigde variety of services and

progr

3- 1,13
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in 1989,

ans are

currently affered for returting wWoman
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Erawn
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and Inceast  Surviy
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£ 1 nue =L}

that are
nd STaftf.
wantsE such
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ner and the Friledalphia
Femlnist Writer s Group, [=fa)
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students
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ok
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an woman "=
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continua

& Cantar.
alk about
i mgEs,

axpariernce wWlth sex harassmant: racent
or past sexus| Bsssulitz, ra

Tationshlip

probbeams ELress. eating disordars,
grnd balancing famlly and school. ars
the others Band, it Ils a place to coma
Lo =hare pood FIEME § sxpariance

camarader i & and support, or
in & glace where they fael
and safe.

aman

5~

THia 15 why e =k
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Women's Center Celebrates Fifteen Years!

fiy: Rebecca Allen

Durting Ehe  vyesr or =zo prlar ta

1972, there was much dlscussicn among
1 had the exciting oppoartun ity =o Zeveral wWomen fESUulty about the peed
attend the Hational Women's Studles for conscicusness ~alsing among the
Ascociatian Conference Ehat Was hald WOMEN  Of Camsus as Wl Bs - supporkt
ower five stimalating davs In June &t services for women students. In the
Towson State Unlversity. As I sat in Spring —af 1972, dus to the efforts of
the Woman's Canter Causus mesking, ?—.Mmdq1vn Gutmirth,; the first Homen’s
Wide-gayad @nd wmager to hear- Boout Stiadles course, MWoman in Contemporary
other centers and their activities, I Socieby was alwven.
real ized that our Women's CepkEer  wWas Other issues of esoncern among
Ly | e, the wamen fasulEy, inm o particular Drg.,
& few  kwomen Ehat attendad thig Madelyn Gutwirth, PFPamela HWempohill and
me=ting came Epas | £1loal ]y te  gpather J@nE  TwEan The luded thie nesds of the
Informat ion  esbout startlng certers on ==l ARl number o ran=traditional
thelr own campuses, —Others spcka of Woman gtudents on campus. These needs
Ereir centers beling |In exlistance  Ffar- ifcluded chi ld-gare,snd = "safe spage’™
three., flway, and ten vears. Whan HhmrEs Ehey. fould go forocsuppebtt and
a=kad By ancther participant hosw long informaktion and meet other women with
WCL has kead a centaer, 1 hesltatad. | =imlfar 11fe situations. Unfectunataly,
faintly remembersd somethlng about the room wWas net made available: even wilth
mid-sevent s, Rascrting “to  finger Rl fuppoTt . af . some mambers of
calculations, @as | tend ta do  whan the agministratian,
counting vear-rs to give me a  more & few indiwiduals  contlinued £o
wisual zanse af tima, I HEnE bRk advocats far the wmoman studants &afd
three  full hands] Was this correct? thanks ©o the timely Intarvent | on
Wz I "=1ktlrmg Im kA= = =] = of  Dr. Swan,; facillties were mado
a8 representative of a Womenls Center svailablae In, the Ffatl' of 1974 The
that actuzily had & R[istoey A Third floor of Smith House sasmad
perhaps e&ven =set oo precedent? How suitabie and the Women's Center wmas in
e itingl buziness. Dr. Pamelag Hempsill bacams
My  curiosity WaE  arcused. WRo tha flrst Dicectors
Wera - tHa individiaals that b=l ped [n the: beginmning,. the aim of tha
tiran=farm belisfs and commlcments |(Ata Cenkter was to provide & place whera
tanoible realities? A=z a graduata the raturning student could meet wWith
student =t tha Woman's LTenter sifnce oEhers, dizsocuss mubtual- problems | and
tria summer of 1988, 1 Fad heard namas find @newers  Eo guastlons. - Students
aF format directors and otber Here praovided wWith & loungs el
Imdividuai=-who mare: involwvwed wlth tha amo | T gkes |y startad a newal ebber,
Women s Center, the Chiidren's Center In =pripg of 1975, Ms: Marjorls
and the Homan's Studies Program. 1 Magter, A& graduate s&s5istank, was
wondeired | F informaticon was avallables Instrumental in’ running the Center
tat told of these peoole and  EReis Sha developed a guesstlonnales about

the neads of refurning students and

efforts,
wlth Professor Andres Dinnimen  felpad

Dizring my next schaduled work

davy [ ‘went directly to our #lla exbtablish  an srientation program  foe

cabinets., | opered 8 file drawer and lnceming =lder students.

berald, there was a {falder Jabeled In the summer of 1375, after |t

doman "=  Cantee Dezeript ian History. becama |Increasingly. apparent that day

Ik eontained annual FEPOFtE, SurveyE, Ll T = Facilitles ErE assantial ,
requests HWars puk into sctlan. THis

gquastionnalres, and handeritbten notes
Erst preserva some of the moods sad

aftorts of partioulss Eimes,. I have . i
piesed thi= information togpather (0 an DE”“:DPNE”“ Proo=—am viho btoped to
actampt tao tell ous stery; & narcatian develiop & propram to mest The meeds of

that spans fifteen years. feont’d on page 3..)

was done in confunction with FMs. Mary
Apn  Morgen of the Early CHildbood
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Lhe obvious nesd for stEsting childoen
In ] Hon-sex | st educat |lonal
anv b ronment rasul ted in e
dawe | gpmant: of & grant  application.
This wmaE made possible under the HEW

Women = Educational Eouity Act
fundlng. The principal investigators
were Drs. Magelyn Gotwickh, Fanels
Hemeai 11 and Carles Isigler. The

grant application was funded for the
develoomant, implamantat lon and testing
of & course Eoocomost sexieEm in tha
olemantary school . THis arant Kas
ranensd for a second yvear and  tha
Final rasul e T dissesinated
Pational ly.

hfter tre gredustion of Marjorie
HMasters, attemcts wers made In waln
te fund a8 part tEima Women's Cantar
biractor . From fall of 1976 to 1977,
e Lenter was  run =3 H;, Gare
Kinoras, & Social Welfeace major. The
Center's facilitlas ;1sﬂ howised the
difrectaraship af the Course to Combat
SeEx i Em.

I fali of 1977, Dr. dane Swan
becama Director of the Homen'=s Center,
in=zizting an 2 reliakla budget. B
central lacation on campus  and  the
promise af a araduate ss=|atsnt. T
Spring and Summer of 1978 were spant
avEPEomirs mndlaess bureascratic
delays, By August, Dr.Swan and Women's
Center advocates acauired guarters |n
the Laearning Ressarch Center, room
=25 The Center togk on a new |eass
i 1i1fe. The personoe]l of the Women's
Certer and DLrop—In Lenter- song]stead
of e, Swan (142 timed,thres graduata
asslstants, and one o two Saocial
Wel fare =anior placensnt studenkts,

Tne Drop-In Center opened I
JErsary 1979 ko pravige rudimsntary
dayv-—gare sereloes For the ohlidren of
returning students. Tha response to
the faclliity was overwteiming. Tha
SEEasE ard Dudoet Wera Woefially
imadequatea and many regusskts For
sarvices were depfed, but It was a
bagimnlngs By 1980 tha DOrop=In Center
of Fered day care searvices for 22
children,In 1981 this numbar increased
ta 30 although only 17 eRiTdran couid
be pressrt at  ona time.

[ir. Jdana Sean feelszs that e mast
successful accoms] lshment In Ehe sarly
wEEFs Has Ftarting the drop=in center
for =mall children. At Fireag Pun by
sorer |l ty mambars, than =taffed by
work=study - =shbodents, and. Agalnst
Roarrendous bureauoratic odos, she was
able  to. gat the Ceanter afficsially
I izensed. Har words olwe Inglght I'nto
the =l tuatfon when she wrote. .. SHors
thanr one day wWas spent typlng out
hqgg!ng Taettars to friends and foes
cleading for toys, supel les,  evan
conk les and milks Whila a toarful
child on my lag pleasded for nls mommy,

feontd on page 4.



L . Rabkipn Garrett, current Women's
Waomen Center Calchrates Fifteen Years conr'd... Canter [lrector, assumad the position
|| the Wwinter of 1987. Sandra Joneas
Many a kEime I wishad that my  Mmomsy hecama the Chiildren's Ceanter DiFesktsE
were thare to help mel™ in MHovember of Ehat vear, Prilaor to
Dr. Swan also falt pride in what and ocuring Sandy's work as director,
was being ascomp) lshad. Ehe wrobe & the Chlldren's Center grew from &
raport while she was Director: that drap=in caenter Far ekl 1dran af
ckastad, . . "The more Ema Centar staff studants only;, ko a professlonally
macomes Invelved in wWwomen's noeds  at staffed; shate-| | cansad day care
the callege, the more they resllze Facil ity wlth a full pragehool
how great they are. This is no= belng aducational progeam avallabla to
recogn | zed thesughout trhp o Commanwaal faculty and staff a5 waell as studants.
and the sSountry. West Chestar's The mork of full=time teacher Balinda
Cantar Ras racently baen contRctad by Treni keas Been of ineastimable value in
Ewe af ber siste~ ol leges for aid and the prowch of the Center and tha high
advice im s=tarting their own canters. qual ity Services thay provida.
which thay plan te medel after ours. Tre Children's Center provides a
We 3t the Center are proud of the fact slta fee  walunteers, e ST gy
that our eolleage iz the flrst (o thae Bl acaments, and graduate
FPa. State Collese system to have & azsistantahips. They also do Fisld
Women's <Center and & free Drop-In placemant and provida teasting
Cantar . opoortunikies for students in the
In 19871-82 pnder the diractorshlip Fimlds af education, esyehology .
af Dr. Joan Hazselgulst, and staffed speach; and ghyaical aducation.
by bwo graduate assistanbs,.the Women's Im October of 1958 the Childran's
Cantar moved to & larger spaca in Room Centar was relpocated to the  basamant
100 Lawranse LCanter where ik s of MeCartmy Hall which fulfilled the
Taeated today: The object|ves af dire resd for specm. Today Ehey serve
matwork TAs ard commun icating wWith E6 children oaf staff; Ffaculty and
ok her CaAMDUE organ izat hong and students ., Thay continue ta grow and
services warae met and eprogrEems ware tws  part-time teachers; Julla Harpes
darme I collaboratlsn wWith e and Sheren MeMutt wera hicad in 19E9
Counsal ing Center, Campu=s  Secur ity The Women's Canter continues +to
Carger Devel|opmant Center, Academic provide 8 wige variety of services and
adv Tsament and Continuing aducstion. programs - Support grouos are
In 1983 *.&-. Mary Meu ] Y ough currently affered for returning wWoman
became Woman's Cemter Director  whicsh students and lncest suewvivers. The
Was increased to a 354 Eime posltion. Brown Bag Lumern Foruams oconkinoe te
She held the so=itlon wntil the Ffall affer Interesting programs that are
af 198&. well attended by students and staftf.
& Fl T =87 mie dlrector af tha Exeibing 8nd fun cultursl events such
ERlldran's Center, Gail Shankwailec a5 the Washington Sisters,Alice MaGill,
was mired in tha 1984=B% yaar. Due to Koy Gardner and the Priladaliphia
EMe support of the [Dzan of Etudaents Faminist Writer's Growp, continee to
Broda Tadd ang Vice=Fresisent Rodoger fead aur splrits. Women and man
Summera. tha Cenkter, |l ocatad in etudents alike aleng wifth Faculty,
¥i1linger Hall, was licensed by the gtaff, and community pecple cantinus
Ctate gRd @ total af &6 chlidren wmebs to Find help at the Women*s Centar.
sErvEd . They call or come ir ta talk about
Under the directarship of Macy rassarch an woman "= iEsguas,
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