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Graduate Dean's Graduate-Student Research Support Fund
Application Guidelines

The Graduate Dean's Graduate-Student Research Support Fund has been established by the Graduate Student Association to recognize the importance of graduate student research to West Chester University and its graduate students.  The Research Fund is targeted for support of expenses associated with research and creative activity conducted by graduate students, conference presentations and performances by graduate students, and thesis-related expenses.  The research or creative activity should be related to the graduate program of study of the applicant.  In addition to the Graduate Dean's Graduate-Student Research Support Fund, the Graduate Student Association also provides travel support for graduate students attending professional conferences.
The Graduate Student Association has delegated the responsibility for evaluating the merits of requests for funding from the Graduate Dean's Research Support Fund to the Dean of Graduate Studies and Extended Education, as well as the responsibility for managing the fund.  The Dean will provide the Graduate Student Association with an annual account of the fund.  Funds will be allocated at the discretion of the Dean of Graduate Studies and Extended Education and are subject to availability.  The criteria used by the Dean in determining specific levels of funding or in rejecting applications have been approved by the Executive Board of the Council of Graduate Coordinators.

All applications are subject to the following application guidelines and regulations:

1.     An applicant must have full admission status as a graduate student and be a candidate for the master's degree.
2.    Applicants may receive funding for research or creative activity conducted while a graduate student at West Chester University for up to one year after graduation with a master's degree provided an application was submitted and approved prior to graduation.
3.    Normally, the following types of expenses will be considered:  travel expenses; cost of materials and supplies; postage, shipping, telephone, and copying charges, participant support costs; costs related to making a presentation; publication, page, and reprint charges for an accepted article (if not covered by a grant); service charges, equipment rental (not purchase); and rental charges.  Costs for producing and binding a master's thesis will not be considered.
4.    Applications must include a detailed written description of a specific research or creative effort.
5.    The written description must clearly identify the work done or to be accomplished by the applicant  While collaborative research or creative activity with faculty is encouraged, the description provided must delineate the specific contributions of the graduate-student applicant.
6.    If the research or creative effort is supported by external or institutional funding, a justification for the specific expenses related to the applicant's work must be provided.
7.    A supporting statement from the thesis advisor, Graduate Coordinator, or supervising faculty member must be attached to the signed application.
8.  Application forms (below) must be signed by the Graduate Coordinator and the thesis adviser or supervising faculty member.
9.    Applications must mention a specific amount of requested financial support and provide an explanation and justification for the request.
10.    In approving or denying applications and in determining specific dollar-amount allocations, the Dean of Graduate Studies and Extended Education will consider three criteria:

        a.    The significance of the research or creative activity as explained in the written description.
        b.    The probability that the research or creative activity will result in publication, a reviewed performance or program, a specific contribution to an organization or project, or other form of external (to West Chester University) recognition.
        c.    The amount of expense which cannot be covered by other sources of financial support.

11.    Because the annual budget for the Graduate Dean's Graduate-Student Research Support Fund is limited, the usual maximum amount awarded is $250.  While all requests should be well-documented, requests in excess of the usual maximum should clearly detail the significance of the research or creative activity and the nature of expenses.
12.  Checks for approved amounts can be sent to the applicant at the campus or local address provided or can be picked-up at the SSI Office, 259 Sykes Union. 
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Graduate Dean’s Graduate-Student Research Support Fund
APPLICATION FORM
Date ___________
Name________________________________________ Student ID # ____________________
Campus or Current
address________________________________________________________________
Email address __________________________________________________________
Telephone numbers
Day time ___________________________; Evening: ___________________________
Academic Department or Graduate Program ___________________________________
Please attach a written description of the research or creative activity.
Please attach an explanation and justification of expenses for which funding is requested.
Please attach a written statement of support for this request from thesis adviser, Graduate Coordinator, or other supervising faculty member.
Specific dollar amount requested_____________________________________________
Signature _______________________________________________________________
Signature of Graduate Coordinator ___________________________________________
Signature of thesis advisor or other supervising faculty member _________________________
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

Office of Graduate Studies use only:
Dean's Approval_____________________________________
Amount Approved ___________________________________
Date ______________________________________________
 

