CAS Highlights
June/July/August 2011
The WCU Poetry Conference held June 8-11, celebrated Richard Wilbur’s 90th Birthday, Elizabeth Bishop’s centennial, and Romare Bearden’s centennial, and had Robert Pinsky as its keynote speaker, underscored the rich tradition of the conference and of the arts in America, while also embracing its vitality.  This year also brought Michael Cirelli and Mahogany Browne of Urban Word and added a seminar on poetry of the African American Experience.  For further information about her visit, please contact Jamie Smith or Kim Bridgford, Director at the WCU Poetry Center, 610.436.3235.  For more information about the Center, visit its website: http://www.wcupa.edu/_ACADEMICS/sch_cas/poetry/ .


The Pennsylvania Writing and Literature Project’s Young Writers/Young Readers program celebrated its 26th year this past summer.  About 900 students attended the programs at WCU and 15 other sites as well.  Mary Buckelew, English, is Director of PWLP.
(((((

Kevin Aptowicz, Physics, presented a poster entitled “Normal-mode analysis of a two-dimensional colloidal crystal” at Gordon Research Conference focused on soft matter physics far from equilibrium in New Hampshire in August.


Roger Barth, Chemistry, did a presentation and book signing on June 5 at the Greylodge Pub in Philadelphia as part of the Philadelphia Beer Week activities.


Marshall Becker, Anthropology/Sociology (retired), had the article, “Rockshelter Use During the ‘Late Woodland’ Period in the Northeast: Increased Use as an Aspect of the Pelt Trade,” published in North American Archaeologist, Roger W. Moeller, ed., Vol. 32(1) 81-93, 2011.


Brian Bowen, Mathematics, was a fellow this past summer at the STaR (Service, Teaching and Research) conference which is part of the Park City Mathematics Institute, funded by the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, NJ.


Erminio Braidotti, Languages and Cultures, traveled to Buenos Aires, Argentina, in August to do on-site research on cultural changes, which he will incorporate in the new edition of his book, An Introduction to Latin America.

Mary Braz, Communication Studies, co-authored, “Are we being watched? A test of hand washing in public restrooms as communication behavior,” with D.D. Henningsen and M.M. Henningsen, in Human Communication (2011) 14, 31-38.  In addition, she directed the 2nd annual Grandparents University at WCU, June 27-29.


Kim Bridgford, English and Director of the Poetry Center, has published a new book, Hitchcock’s Coffin:  Sonnets about Classic Films, David Robert Books, 2011.

Maria J. Cabrera, Languages and Cultures, was Associate Editor of The International Journal of Technology, Knowledge and Society.  She was a paper reviewer for The 4th International Congress on Image and Signal Processing and the 4th International Conference on BioMedical Engineering and Informatics.  She recently assisted in publication of the Spanish version of the IKEA US Catalogue.

Cassie Callmann, Honors College and Biochemistry/PPD major, spent the summer at UCal-San Diego, as WCU’s first AMGEN scholar, conducting research in one of the top ranked biology programs in the country.  She was chosen over other applicants from schools such as, MIT, Harvard, Stanford, UCLA, etc.


Marcos Campillo, Languages and Cultures, presented, “Forging a Poetic Canon: The Work of José Domingo Cortés and the Debates on the Foundation of a National Literature in Chile,” at the 2011 Kentucky Foreign Language Conference, University of Kentucky, Lexington, April 14-16.

Angela Clarke, Psychology, N.J. Blum, A.F. Jawad, and T.J. Power, published the article “Effect of osmotic-release oral system methylphenidate on different domains of attention and executive functioning in children with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder” in Developmental Medicine & Child Neurology, 2011, advance online publication.  She had a poster presentation, Evaluation of a family-school intervention for children with ADHD:  Results of a randomized clinical trial, presented with T.J. Power, J.A. Mautone, S.L. Soffer, S.A. Marshall, J. Sharman, N.J. Blum, M. Glanzman, and A.F. Jawad, at the annual meeting of the American Psychological Association in Washington, DC.  Professor Clarke published, “Adaptation of an evidence-based coping skills intervention for African American adolescents exposed to the chronic stress of urban poverty,” in Approaches to Adapting Preventive Interventions for Racial and Ethnic Groups.”  Symposium conducted at the meeting of the Society for Prevention Research, Washington, DC.

Matt Colagreco, Physics undergraduate, performed research over the summer at the University of Pennsylvania as part of the NSF funded program ‘Research Experience for Undergraduates.’  His research focused on the Brownian motion of microscopic particles under strong confinement.


Cate Crosby, TESOL and Languages and Cultures, and Santo Federico, grad student in MATESOL, co-presented, “Language Barriers for Immigrant Students,” at the First Annual Politics for All Conference Series—Beside the Golden Door:  The Immigrant Story at West Chester University on May 4, 2011.  Professor Crosby presented, “Creating a Hybrid Course for In-Service Teachers with D2L,” at the RECAP Conference on May 13, at WCU.  On August 2, she presented, “Hope for the Stranger in Our Classrooms:  Transcending and Transforming Anti-Immigrant Culture in U.S. Public Schools and Beyond,” at the C.S. Lewis Summer Institute at Cambridge University in Cambridge in England.

Frank Fish, Biology, presented the talk, “Hydrodynamic performance of the flippers of large-bodied cetaceans,” at the 6th Triennial Conference on Secondary Adaptation of Tetrapods to Life in Water, which was held in San Diego, CA, June 6-10, 2011.  The presentation was co-authored with P.W. Weber and L.E. Howle of Duke University; M.M. Murray of the U.S. Naval Academy; and J.S. Reidenberg of Mt. Sinai Hospital.  He presented an invited paper, “Whales, windmills and wings that go bump in the night,” at the 5th Annual Biomimicry Education Summit, held in Cleveland, OH, June 27-29.  He published the paper, “The tubercles on humpback whales’ flippers: Application of bio-inspired technology,” with P. Weber and L. Howle of Duke University and M.M. Murray of the U.S. Naval Academy, in the journal, Integrative and Comparative Biology, 2011, 51: 203-213.  Professor Fish was the guest editor for the special issue of Marine Technology Society Journal.  He co-authored the article, “Biomimetics and marine technology: An introduction,” with Donna Kocak of HARRIS CapRock Communications in Marine Technology Society Journal,  45(4): 8-13 (2011). He published the paper, “Batoid fishes: Inspiration for the next generation of underwater robots,” with K. Moored of Princeton and T. Kemp and H. Bart-Smith of the University of VA in Marine Technology Society Journal, 45(4): 99-109 (2011).Another paper entitled “Marine applications of the biomimetic humpback whale flipper” appeared in Marine Technology Society Journal, 45(4): 198-207 (2011) with P. Weber and L. Howle of Duke University and M. Murray of the U.S. Naval Academy. On July 14, Professor Fish made a presentation, “Thin fin extremities for flexibility and control of efficient thrust generation,” at the Workshop on Resonance, Flexibility and Bio-propulsion, which was held at Princeton.

Dan Forbes, Philosophy, published the book chapter, “The Aesthetic of Evil,” in the anthology Vader, Voldemort and Other Villians: Essay on Evil in Popular Media, edited by Jamey Heit, published by McFarland Publishers (2011).
Eric Fornier, History,  presented, “Victor of Vita and the Conference of 484: A Pastiche of 411,” at the XVIth International Conference on Patristic Studies, University of Oxford, UK, August 8-12; and “Reacting Emperors and Proactive Barbarians? The Case of Vandal Africa” at the Ninth Bi-Annual Shifting Frontiers in Late Antiquity Conference, Penn State University, PA, June 22-25.


Ray Funahashi, Pre-Med student, has been awarded the Chester County Med Society’s William Darlington scholarship.  The award is for $3,000 because of his 3.9+ GPA, his outstanding score on his MCAT, his trip to Japan to help earthquake-Tsunami victims, and his visit to the northern hills of Thailand to work with a doctor among the hill tribes.


Gail Gallitano and Kathleen Jackson, Mathematics, published the article entitled “The Content and Format of a Professional Development Program and Its Attitudinal Effect on Teachers of Mathematics” in The International Journal of Education and Information Technologies, Issue 3, Vol. 5, Spring 2011.  The article is the result of ongoing research through “The West Chester University Teachers Teaching with Technology In-Service/Pre-Service Professional Development Program” under the direction of Prof. Gallitano.


Ayan K. Gangopadhyay, English, published, “Life…in a Metro: Theater, (Colonial) Modernity and Globalization in the Colony,” in Pradip Basu (Ed.) Colonial Modernity: Indian Perspectives, Calcutta: Setu Prakashani, 2011, pp. 14-27.


Charles Hardy, III, History, published the article, “The Power of the Word: Pennsylvania Writers and Publishers,” co-authored with Jeff Silverman and contributions made by Marie Denlinger (WCU MA, 2010), on ExplorePAhistory.com (EPH).  Professor Hardy oversaw the upgrading and revision of EPH content and functionality during its migration to a new web platform.

David Headman, Philosophy adjunct, presented the paper, “A Buddhist Ladder of Love: Nussbaum’s Eudaemonia and the Development of Compassion in Socially Engaged Buddhism,” at a conference on Rationality, Spirituality, and Morality, at Davis and Elkins College, Elkins West Virginia.


Gloria Hernández, Languages and Cultures, published the article, “Mirando a Dios: El Cántico spiritual y Rāsa Līlā,” in Hispanic Horizons. Jawaharlal Nehru University. New Delhi: India. 29 (2010) 57-67.  She was an American Dissertation Fellow at the American Association of University Women in Washington, DC.


Frank Hoffman, Philosophy and Ethnic Studies, gave two lectures on Buddhism and the environment, while in Sri Lanka visiting the International Centre for Ethnic Studies in Kandy, Sri Lanka, August 1-10.  One lecture was at SIBA (Sri Lanka International Buddhist Academy) and the other was at the University of Peradeniya.

Zhen Jiang, Computer Science, provided WCU programming training to students and faculty at Shanghai Jiaotong University, China, this past summer.  A special educational trial “Data analysis and processing” took place July 11-29.  Course materials and outcomes can be found online at http://www.cs.wcupa.edu/~zjiang/matlab_sjtuindex.htm .  He has been invited to conduct similar training in three other schools in China (Zhejiang University, Chongqing University, and University of Electronic Science and Technology of China [UESTC]) in Summer 2012.  On June 22, Professor Jiang gave an invited talk, “CS/CE Education with Lab Modules of Wireless Sensing,” at Shenzhen Institute of Advanced Technology. He gave an invited talk, “Dynamics vs. Stabilization: The Key in Reliable Communication of Real Time Wireless Sensor Networks,” at the Computer Science Department of UESTC on June 30.  On July 7th, he gave an invited talk, “Reducing Broadcasting Latency in Duty Cycle Wireless Sensor Networks,” at the Computer Science Department of Chongqing University.  His travel to China was made possible by the CAS Dean’s Special Award for Internationalization. 

Kurt Kolasinski, Chemistry, presented a poster entitled “What Controls Etching of Silicon in Fluoride Solutions?” at the Dynamics at Surfaces Gordon Research Conference in Newport, Rhode Island.  At the conference, he lead the discussion on “Ultrafast Dynamics.”  He was the recipient of a grant from Vesta Sciences to investigate the production of porous silicon powder, which has been extended for him to conduct research to probe controlling the pore size distribution in the porous powders.  


Bessie Lawton, Communication Studies, published the article entitled “What’s in a Name? Denotation, Connotation, and ‘A Boy Named Sue’” in Communication Teacher, (2011), 25(3): 136-138.


Robert Main, Philosophy adjunct, presented a paper, “History, Reference and the Use of ‘Use,’” at the Summer Institute in American Philosophy in Eugene, Oregon, July 11-16.

Graham MacPhee, English and Editor, College Literature, published the book Postwar British Literature and Postcolonial Studies, Edinburgh University Press, August 2011.  While an An Foras Feasa Fellow at the National University of Ireland, Maynooth this past summer, he gave a research presentation on “State and Nation in Joyce’s Ulysses and Arendt’s The Origins of Totalitarianism” and lead a postgraduate workshop on “First Steps in Getting Published in an Academic Journal.”  In June, he presented an invited lecture entitled “Challenges to Dominant European Representations of the ‘Muslim Fundamentalist’” at the Zentrum Moderner Orient, Berlin, Germany.  He also presented a research paper on “Political Appearance After Hegel: State and Nation in Arendt’s The Origins of Totalitarianism”  at the Institute for Cultural Inquiry, Berlin, Germany.

James McLaughlin, Mathematics, published the papers:  “Continued Fraction Proofs of $m$-versions of Some Identities of Rogers-Ramanujan-Slater Type” with D. Bowman and N. Wyshinski, in The Ramanujan Journal, (2011), 25(2), 203-227; “A New Summation Formula for WP-Bailey Pairs” in Applicable Analysis and Discrete Mathematics (AADM), (2011) 5, 67-79; “Some implications of Chu’s $_{10}\psi_{10}$ extension of Bailey’s $_{6}$ summation formula” with A. Sills and Peter Zimmer, Mathematics, in Online Journal of Analytic Combinatorics (OJAC), (2010), Issue 5; “Hybrid Proofs of the $q$-Binomial Theorem and other Identities” with D. Eichhorn and A. Sills, in Electronic Journal of Combinatorics, (2011), Vol. 18, p. 60; and, “Polynomial Generalizations of Two-Variable Ramanujan Type Identities” with A. Sills, in Electronic Journal of Combinatorics, (2011), Vol. 18(2), p. 15.

Garrett Molholt, English, published the article, “Quantitative, Notional, and Comprehensive Evaluations of Spontaneous Engaged Speech,” with Maria Jose Cabrera, Languages and Cultures; V.K. Kumar, Psychology; and Phil Thompsen, Communication Studies; in CALICO Journal, (September 2011).

Daria Nikitina, Geology/Astronomy, had the paper, “A preliminary investigation of the soils and geomorphology of a portion of the Madre de Dios region, Peru,” with L. Remizova and R. Losco, appear in Soil Survey Horizons, (2011), 52(2): 40-47.  In June, Professor Nikitina gave an invited lecture entitled “Quaternary development of the Amazon basin landscape” at Moscow State University, Moscow, Russia, which was made possible by the CAS Dean’s Special Award for Internationalization.  In July, she gave the presentation, “Late Holocene sedimentary record of abrupt environmental changes along the New Jersey coast, USA,” with A. Kemp, B.P. Horton, S.E. Engelhart, and O. van de Plassche, at the International Union for Quaternary Research Congress in Bern, Switzerland. 


Viorel Nitika, Mathematics, has published two papers in the journal Linear Algebra and its Applications, (2011), 435:  “An interval version of separation by semispaces in max-min convexity,” with S. Sergeev, pp. 1637-1648; and, “Best approximation in max-plus semimodules,” with M. Akian, S. Gaubert, and I. Singer, pp. 3261-3296.  He published the book Differential rigidity of abelian group actions. I, Introduction to cocycle problem with A. Katok, Cambridge University Press, 2011.  He was awarded a $35,000 grant by Simons Foundation, Collaboration Grant for Mathematicians.  Also, Professor Nitika gave a talk entitled “Separation results in max-plus algebra, Society of Industrial and Applied Mathematics” at the Conference on Control and Its Applications (CT11), in Baltimore, MD, July 25-27.


Scott Parsell, Mathematics, gave an invited talk entitled “Near-optimal estimates for Vinogradov-type systems,” at Brigham Young University, where he was a visiting researcher May 9 through 20th.


Meghan L. Peirce, Communication Studies, published the article, “Online vs. Television Series: Analyzing Quarterlife Through Remediation Theory,” in Journal of Television and New Media, (July 2011).  Also, she worked on a UNICEF/Ohio grant to develop a University Learning Course on Communication for Development, which was completed in August.


Matthew Pierlott, Philosophy, presented, “The Ends and Means of Price Gouging,” and Dan Forbes, Philosophy, presented, “Are Kantian Ethics and Care Ethics Incompatible?,“ at the 37th Conference on Value Inquiry in Omaha, Nebraska, in April.

Timothy Ray, English, presented a paper entitled “Digitally Dead: How Podcasts, Facebook and Other Aspects of Web 2.0 are Facilitating Online Community Building Among Today’s Deadheads” as part of the Grateful Dead scholars caucus at the joint meeting of the Southwest/Texas Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association and the national PCA/ACA held in April in San Antonio, TX.

Ana Sanchez, Languages and Cultures, was appointed an International Ambassador for West Chester University, when she and C. Hanning, Music Department at WCU, accompanied a group of students to Costa Rica.  She traveled to Costa Rica in August for the Congreso Internacional de Educacion Superior (CIESUP)/Knowledge Crossing Borders, in order to meet with the UNA planning team and other government dignitaries to discuss their roles at the conference in 2012.  She was the interpreter at the Video-Conference between President Weisenstein, WCU, and Dr. Leon, UNA President.

Andrew Sargent, English, had his essay, “Representing Prison Rape: Race, Masculinity, and Incarceration in Donald Goines’s White Man’s Justice, Black Man’s Grief,” reprinted in the edited collection World Hustle: Critical Essays and Reflections on the Works of Donald Goines (Black Classic Press, 2011).  He presented a paper, “Anti-Buddies: Race, Manhood, and Violence in the Contemporary Hollywood Crime Thriller,” at the annual Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association Conference in San Antonio, TX, on April 22, 2011.

Jessica Schedlbauer, Biology, was a participant on a panel during the National Science Foundation IGERT (Integrative Graduate Education and Research Traineeship) Alumni 2011 Poster Competition Finalists Meeting in Arlington, VA.  Also, she presented, “Latent and sensible heat fluxes in a short hydroperiod Everglades wetland,” at the 96th Ecological Society of America Annual Meeting, Austin, TX, on August 13.


Eleanor Shevlin, English, organized and conducted the Society for the History of Authorship, Reading & Publishing (SHARP) 2011 conference held in Washington, DC, July 14-17, 2011.  The theme was “The Book in Art & Science,” the 19th annual conference drew 300 international delegates.  Other presenters from West Chester University were:  Professors Patricia Pflieger, Deirdre Johnson, English; and Courtney Winegar and Mary McDermott, WCU English graduate students.

Geeta Shivde, Psychology, presented the poster, “Working Memory Task Performance Is Improved by an Acute Bout of Exercise,” with K. Quintus, Psychology graduate student, and T. Scharadin, Psychology undergraduate, at the Association for Psychological Science 2011 Meeting in May.

Jeff Sommers, English, published the article, “Reflection Revisited: The Class Collage,” in Journal of Basic Writing, (2011) 30:1, 50-80. 


Carolyn Sorisio, English, published, “Playing the Indian Princess?:  Sarah Winnemucca Hopkins’s Newspaper Career and the Performance of American Indian Identities,” in Studies in American Indian Literatures, 23.1 (Spring 2011): 1-37.  On May 28, she presented, “Sarah Winnemucca Hopkins, Elizabeth Palmer Peabody, and Critical Narratives of Collaboration,” at the American Literature Association in Boston, MA, on May 28, 2011.

Tonya Thames Taylor, History, organized the Coatesville Historical Commission’s reading of Frederick Douglass’ “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?”  As Co-chair, she gave a talk and organized speakers and readers for the July 4th event.  Also, she facilitated a Pennsylvania Humanities Council-Live and Learn event that included a book discussion and participation in the Pennsylvania Civil War Road Show in Franklin County, PA, July 16 and 16.  Professor Thames Taylor presented, “Non-white Images in the Media: Identity, Class, and the Role of Black Universities,” at the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People-Student Chapter, at Cheyney University, Cheyney, PA, on July 30.  On August 13, she co-organized the Coatesville Historical Commission’s 100th Anniversary Zachariah Walker Remembrance and Reconciliation Program, as Co-chair.  She served as Mistress of Ceremony and chaired a panel on a prevented 1938 lynching in Coatesville, PA.

Maria Van Liew, Languages and Cultures, presented a paper on “Contemporary Spanish Cinema and ‘The Latin American Friend’: Third World Accents as Cultural Commodity” at the International Society for Language Studies Conference on “Critical Language Studies:  Focusing on Identity” in Aruba, June 23-25, 2011.  She published an article in a peer reviewed anthology: La lengua de reciprocidad: La amiga latinoamericana in ‘Princesas’ in Migración y cine en el context español. Editors: M. Van Liew, M. Cantero Espojo, J.C. Suárez: Tirant lo blanch: Valencia, August 2011.  Professor Van Liew traveled with students on a 17-day trip to Morocco, Spain, to develop a new course on Islamic Spain.
Andrea Varricchio, Languages and Cultures, presented, “Expanding Service-Learning through Internships,” at the 93rd Annual Conference of the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese in Washington, DC, on July 8, 2011.

Matthew M. Waite, Physics, took a group of physics students to London to study Modern Physics for three weeks in July.  In addition to visiting sites of scientific interest, such as the Science Museum, The Royal Observatory and Stonehenge, they also visited other sites of cultural and historical  interest including the Tower of London, Hampton Court Palace, Bath, and Winston Churchill’s Cabinet War Rooms.  The trip was the first offering of what Professor Waite plans to be an annual, or biennial Modern Physics Study Abroad Program.

Cheer-Sun Yang, Computer Science, traveled to Taiwan for two weeks to explore the possibilities of collaboration with three universities:  National Hsinchu University of Education, Chinese Culture University, and Tamkang University.  He proposes a one-year study abroad and 3+1 Dual BS Degree at the National Hsinchu University of Education in the areas of Math, Science (Chemistry, Biology, and Physics); Education and Music at the Chinese Culture University; and Computer Science at the Tamkang University.  His travel was made possible by a CAS Dean’s Special Award for Internationalization he received in the Spring.

Hyoejin Yoon, English and Faculty Associate for Teaching, Learning, and Assessment, graduated from the HERS Bryn Mawr Summer Institute, which was held June 19-July 3.  It is the premier residential professional development program dedicated to advancing women leaders in higher education administration.  

Deanne Zotter, Psychology, published the article, “Disordered Eating in African American and Caucasian Women:  The Role of Ethnic Identity,” with Mary Shuttlesworth, Psychology graduate student, in Journal of Black Studies, (2011), 42(6): 906-922.
