CAS Highlights

September/October 2009
The Department of Mathematics hosted their 23rd Annual Mathematics Scholarship Awards Banquet on October 17, 2009.  Over 116 people attended including the President and his wife, honored students, parents, and faculty.  Twenty eight students received awards and scholarships totaling $19,879 for their outstanding academic achievements.  The balance of the Endowment has passed the $300,000 mark; and they look forward to meeting higher and higher goals.


Several members of the Philosophy Department made presentations at a Church/State Issues Symposium sponsored by the Bucks County Chapter of Americans United for the Separation of Church and State on September 26, 2009. David Headman, Adjunct Instructor, presented “Constructing a Membrane: The Definitional Problem in Segregating Religious and Political Behavior.”  Phillip Hoefs, Adjunct Instructor, presented “American Muslims, Islamic Law and the State: Tensions and Opportunities.”  Matthew Pierlott, Associate Professor, presented his examination of Pakaluk’s claim that granting gay marriage rights would undermine the common good in “The Morality of Same-Sex Marriages.” Helen Schroepfer, Assistant Professor, presented her paper, “Religion, Political Engagement and the Separation of Church and State;” and Joan Woolfrey, Associate Professor, presented “Some Philosophical and Ethical Influences for the Constitutional Separation of Church and State.”

Marshall Becker, Anthropology/Sociology (retired), published “Tikal: Evidence for Ethnic Diversity in a Prehistoric Lowland Maya State Capital” in Domestic Life in Prehispanic Capitals: A Study of Specialization, Hierarchy, and Ethnicity, (2009), Vol. VII, 89-104.

Mary Braz, Communication Studies, coordinated a panel discussion on flash mobs and group psychology on October 28 at WCU.  The event featured Lieutenant John Walker of the Philadelphia police department, who is responsible for crowd security and monitoring during special events and in the city’s entertainment districts, as well as Rob Lathan, who co-produces some of the nation’s leading “flash mob” events.  More than 100 students attended the event.  

Mary Buckelew, English and Associate Director of PWLP, presented on the following topic, “Fostering and Enhancing Community and Agency through Multi-genre Writing Projects” at  Penn State’s  Diverse Literacies Conference on September, 26, 2009 in Lehigh Valley, PA.


Marcos Campillo-Fenoll, Languages and Cultures, filmed, edited, and participated in creating supplementary educational videos, included in the Companion website for Spanish language textbook, Comunidades: más allá del aula, 2009. http://wps.prenhall.com/ml abbott comunidades 1/12832991/8445814.cw/content/index.html  Professor Campillo-Fenoll gave the talk, “My Professor in Techni-Color: Embracing YouTube, Twitter, and Facebook in the Classroom,” to the Department of Languages and Cultures on October 8.  He presented "Bringing the World Home: Educational Technology for World language teachers". Presented with Rebecca Pauly, Languages and Cultures, at the CCIU (Chester County Intermediate Unit) In Service Act 48 Workshop on November 3, 2009.

Cecelia Chien, History, presented the paper, “The Model of Tourism: A Case Study of the Southeast” on October 31, at the 38th Annual Conference of the Mid-Atlantic Region Association for Asian Studies at Villanova University.

Celia Esplugas and Maria J. Cabrera-Puche, Languages and Cultures, published the study entitled “Foreign Language Skills and the Use of Technology” in The International Journal of Technology, Knowledge and Society. 2009, Vol. 5, No. 5, 111-121. http://www.Technology-Journal.com

Frank Fish, Biology, presented “Manta ray locomotor kinematics for bio-inspired AUV” at the Biologically-Inspired Autonomous Sea Vehicle MURI Review Meeting at Virginia Tech University, September 29-30.  He presented “Measurement of hydrodynamic force generation by swimming dolphins using bubble DPIV” at the Annual Meeting of the Society of Marine Mammalogy held in Quebec City, Canada, on October 16.  The paper was co-authored with T. Wei and P. Legac of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute; and T. Williams of the University of California, Santa Cruz.  At the same meeting, Professor Fish; Carly Ginter, Biology undergraduate; and Anne Böttger, Biology; presented “Morphology and Microanatomy of Harbor Porpoise (Phocoena phocoena) dorsal fin tubercles.”

Joshua Habbersett III, Languages and Cultures undergraduate, and Megan McBride, Special Education student, presented “Fun with SLA: Language Learning Games and Activities” to a large audience at the 32nd Alpha Mu Gamma National Conference at Fairfield University in October.  Barbara Woodin, Liberal Studies student, was also part of the WCU delegation, along with Alice Speh, Liberal Studies Director and Languages and Cultures, faculty advisor to Alpha My Gamma Foreign Language Honor Society, Zeta Rho Chapter.

Karin Gedge, History, presented “Reconciling Myth and History in Quilt Stories” at the Chester County Historical Society on September 11, as part of a second installation of the quilt exhibit, “Layers: Uncovering the Stories of Chester County Quilts.”

Kirby Gimson, recent Geology/Astronomy graduate, won the Outstanding Student Research award of the Sigma Gamma Epsilon honorary society at the national meeting of the Geological Society of America in October.  Her poster, “Quantitative measurements and spatial statistics of igneous layering in the Morgantown Sheet, SE PA,” was co-authored by Tim Lutz and LeeAnn Srogi, Geology/Astronomy.

Charles Hardy III, History, was a keynote speaker at the Association of Personal Historians annual meeting.  Also, he gave a presentation on “The Use and Abuse of the Delaware River in the 20th Century,” at the symposium, “History and Culture, Nature and Politics: Watersheds in Brazil and Eastern Pennsylvania,” held at Albright College on October 10.

Frank Hoffman, Philosophy, presented a paper, “What is Inter-religious Dialogue?: A Case Study and Philosophical Analysis,” at the Mid-Atlantic Region Association for Asian Studies meeting held at Villanova University on November 1.  Other Philosophy graduate students gave papers at the same meeting:  Dan Herr presented “Is the Concept of a Buddhist—Christian Logically Incoherent?”; James Stiles presented “On the Importance of Caste: Five Arguments”; Donovan Martin presented “The Dao of Anarchy Expressed in Terms of Totality and Infinity”; and Tim Burke, Philosophy undergraduate, was chair of the Asian and Comparative Philosophy panel.

Zhen Jiang, Computer Science, organized the fifth IEEE International workshop on Wireless and Sensor Networks Security (WSNS ’09) on October 12 and he chaired the registration and finance committee at the sixth IEEE International Conference on Mobile Ad Hoc and Sensor Systems, October 12-15, at Macau SAR, P.R. China.  He gave an invited talk entitled “SR: A Cross-Layer Routing in Wireless Ad Hoc Sensor Networks” at Hong Kong Polytechnic University on October 20.

Seth Kahn, English, gave an invited lecture entitled “Repoliticizing the Writing Process: An Exhortation and a Cautionary Tale” at Texas Christian University on October 26.

Lisa Kirschenbaum, History, presented an invited paper entitled “Remembering and Rebuilding: Leningrad after the Siege in Comparative Perspective” at the German Historical Institute in Warsaw in October.

Robert Kodosky, History, visited Vietnam in August and in September, gave a talk by invitation, “Apocalypse Then, History Now,” at the Tel Hai Community Center in Honey Brook, PA.  In addition, as advisor to Contemporary Issues Club, he organized and moderated “Darfur in Crisis,” an event held on October 28 in conjunction with the United Methodist Church of West Chester.

Kurt Kolasinski, Chemistry, presented a seminar, “Wet Etching of Silicon: Planes, Pillars and Pores,” at Chalmers University, Göteburg, Sweden, in September.

William Lalicker, English, presented “Multiple Hybridities: Spanish, English, and Interculturality in Junot Diaz’s Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao” at the Greater Philadelphia Latin American Studies Consortium, West Chester University on September 18.  He presented “Spanish-English Linguistic Synergy in Diaz’s Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao” at Congreso Internacional de Linguistica Aplicada, Universidad Nacional, Heredia, Costa Rica on September 25.  On October 17, he presented “A Tale of Struggle and Labor Equity in an English Composition Program,” to the Association of Pennsylvania State College and University Faculty-Pennsylvania State Education Association Conference on Academic Labor in Harrisburg, PA.  Professor Lalicker chaired a discussion, “Program Assessment: Perspectives from Multiple Institutions,” at Philadelphia Area Council of Writing Program Administrators, Drexel University, Philadelphia on October 30.

Ed Lordan, Communication Studies, was invited to give two presentations in September:  “Laughing at the Serious Side: A Review of the History of Editorial Cartoons in America” at Tel Hai Retirement Community in Honey Brook, and he was a panelist discussing the application of new technologies to an audience of the public relations industry at the monthly meeting of the Philadelphia Public Relations Association.

Daria Nikitina, Geology/Astronomy, presented a paper entitled “Stratigraphic Evidence of Salt Marsh Erosion and Recovery along the Northern Shore of the Delaware Bay” at the Geological Society of America Annual Meeting in Portland, Oregon, and at the International Geological Correlation Program 495 Annual Meeting in Myrtle Beach, SC.  The paper was co-authored with O. van de Plassche, B. Horton, A. Kemp and K. McKoy.  Professor Nikitina presented a poster at the same meeting, “Shoreline Retreat Along the North Shore of the Delaware Bay, New Jersey,” co-authored with John LaBold, Geology major, and G. Coutu.

Viorel Nitica, Mathematics, recently published:  “”Ergodic Theory: Rigidity,” an invited contribution to Encyclopedia of Complexity and Systems Science.  Ed. Robert A. Meyers. Heidelberg: Springer, DE, 2009; “Transitivity of Euclidean-type extensions of hyperbolic systems,” with I. Melbourne, A. Torok, in Ergod. Th. Dynam. Sys., (2009), 29, 1585-1602; “Tiling a deficient board by P-pentominoes,” with C. Nitica, in Geombinatorics, (2009), XVIII, 175-184; and, “Tiling a deficient rectangle by P-pentominoes,” with C. Nitica, in Geombinatorics, (2009), XIX, 18-27.

Scott T. Parsell, Mathematics, published the article entitled “On the Bombieri-Korobov estimate for Weyl sums” in Acta Arith. (2009), 138, No. 4, 363-372.  He gave an invited presentation entitled “The large moduli estimate for Weyl sums” at Penn State University Algebra and Number Theory Seminar on September 24.  He also gave an invited presentation at the American Mathematical Society Eastern Sectional Meeting at University Park, PA on October 24, entitled “Exceptional sets for Diophantine inequalities.”

Ruth Porritt, Philosophy, presented a paper entitled “Dead-Living Eyes and Dead-Living Heart: How Tess Gallagher’s Autobiographical Recollections Complicate Her Poetry” at the Society for the Study of American Women Writers Conference in Philadelphia, October 21-24.


Ana Sanchez, Languages and Cultures, Steve Marvin, and Awilda Reyes, Francis Harvey Green Library, published the “Global Library Literacy Development Collaborative,” an intercultural learning experience between WCU and Universidad Nacional, Heredia, Costa Rica, in the Information Literacy Newsletter, June 2009, Vol. 7, Issue 2, Page 6.  http://www.ifla.org/files/information-literacy/publications/il-newsletter200906.pdf

Israel Sanz-Sanchez, Languages and Cultures, gave the keynote address, “Dialect change in colonial New Mexican Spanish—Lessons for Latin American dialectology,” at the 1st Annual Department of Languages and Cultures Symposium at WCU on October 3.  He presented, “Micro-dialectology in Latin American Spanish: Tracing the history of yeismo in colonial New Mexico,” at the 38th Conference of the Linguist Association of the Southwest, Brigham Young University, Provo, UT, on September 25.  Also, he presented, “Reassuring Spanish and Spanish-speaking communities in the United States before 20th Century immigration- power, social structure and written interaction in pre-statehood New Mexican Spanish,” at the Latin Hybridities: the Roots of Indigenous, African and European Latinidad and Contemporary Social Issues for Latino Communities Conference at WCU on September 18.

Helen Schroepfer, Philosophy, conducted a training session for the security staff at the King of Prussia Mall on the significance of the Kirpan in the Sikh religion and how to recognize this important religious symbol which has been seen as a threat to security.  In addition, she was elected President of the PASSHE based Interdisciplinary Association for Philosophy and Religious Studies (IAPRS).


Eleanor Shevlin, English, organized a round-table discussion in October at the East-Central American Eighteenth-Century Studies Conference created to help improve existing and future electronic resources.  At the same conference, she presented a paper, “Illustrating the Sacred with the Secular on Paternoster Row: Harrison’s Gulliver’s Travels and Cooke’s The New Christian Bible” and organized two other panels on Bibliography, Book History, and Textual Studies.

Jeffrey Sommers, English, presented, “Writing Credos and Community Collages: Reflective Literacy Practice in the Composition Classroom,” at EAPSU Conference, Shippensburg University on October 23.


Carolyn Sorisio, English, in her role as the Vice President for the Society for the Study of American Women Writers, organized the society’s fourth international conference, held in Philadelphia, October 21-24.  The conference brought together 400 scholars who study US women writers.  At the conference, she presented the paper, “The Newspaper Record, Sarah Winnemucca Hopkins and Authorship,” and she was an invited participant on Legacy: A Journal of Women Writers’ roundtable discussion, “New Directions in the Study of American Women Writers.”

Paul Stoller, Anthropology/Sociology, presented a lecture, “Re-Writing Culture,” at Lehigh University on September 23.  He also presented a lecture on ethnographic writing at the University of Stockholm’s annual Anthropology Roundtable, October 4-5.


Andrea Varricchio, Languages and Cultures, published “Teaching Communications, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities with Multi-media: A University-Middle School Service-Learning Project” in Letras, (July-Dec 2008), 44, 149-165.  The journal was released in September at the II Congreso Internacional de Lingüistica aplicada at the Universidad Nacional in Heredia, Costa Rica.  She presented “Cross Cultural Language Connections through Service-Learning” at the Latin American and Latino Studies Conference of the Greater Philadelphia Latin American Studies Consortium held on campus in September.  Professor Varricchio coordinated a campus visit for 23 high school students from Valencia, Spain, who participated in an exchange program sponsored by Penncrest High School in Media.
