Curriculum

9/1/11 – it is expected that the curriculum will be revised prior to May 2012. The number of credits and the length of the program has not changed. Please watch this site for the updated curriculum when available.

Is the Advance 2 BSN program the same as the traditional undergraduate program?

· The course are the same but are offered in a different format directed towards the adult learner. The Advance 2 BSN program also offers core nursing courses during summer sessions, but the traditional undergraduate program does not. 

What classes are included?

· 1 Human Response to Disease course (NSG310)

· 10 Core Nursing courses

· NSG212, NSL212, NSG311, NSL311, NSG312, NSL312, NSG411, NSL411, NSG412, NSL412

· 2 Nursing Electives

· 1 Nutrition course (NTD303)

· 1 Statistics course (MAT121)

How long is the program?

· The program is 18 months long, 5 consecutive semesters.

What is a passing grade?

· Passing grades are different depending on the courses

· For NSG310, it is a C- (minimum of 70%)

· For the 10 core nursing courses it is a C (minimum of 73%). Since you will take the NSG and NSL portions of the courses together (i.e. NSG311 and NSL311), you must pass BOTH courses with a minimum of 73% in order to progress.

· For NTD303, MAT121 and Nursing Electives it is a C-.

What happens if I don’t pass a course?

· If you don’t pass a course, you are given the ability to repeat this course the next time it is offered. You cannot progress further in the curriculum without passing the course (except to take NTD303, MAT121 or Nursing Electives).

· All courses are not offered each semester so you may need to wait 1 or 2 semesters or a full year before being able to repeat the course.

· According to University rules you may not use the repeat option more than five times TOTAL during your academic career at WCU. A single course may not be repeated more than twice. 

If I need to repeat a course will I automatically be enrolled in the course the next time it is offered?

· Courses may not be offered the next semester and therefore you may need to wait out a semester or more.

· If more than one student requests to repeat a course and there are insufficient seats for all students, a determination will be made based on GPA of the core nursing courses and science courses. 

When are classes held?

· Classes are held in the evenings during the Fall and Spring semesters. They are in 5-6 hour blocks one evening per week.

· Classes are held during the day in the Summer session. They are in 6 hour blocks 2 days per week.

· Clinical hours are completed on the weekends during the Fall and Spring semesters. They are a total of 11 hours (average) per week. Some rotations may differ slightly with longer clinical hours on some days and other days off. Shifts vary between day, evening, and night.
· Clinical hours are completed during the week in the Summer session. They are a total of 16 hours (average) per week and occur 2 days per week. Similar to the Fall and Spring semesters, shifts vary between day, evening and night.
I have a full time job. Can I continue to work full time during the program?

· This is a rigorous full time program. We strongly suggest that students do not work more than 20 hours per week during the semesters. Students must keep the entire clinical day free since hours vary between day and evening shifts.

