Tips for new Bear Fair collectors:

Thank you for deciding to contribute to this wonderful event!  You are touching so many lives with your time and getting your community involved!  Here’s how I got things started at my school:

1. Talk to your principal(s).  Get the administration involved, and let them know of your intentions and what the Bear Fair is all about.

2. Get the word out.  Post flyers in your school.  Hang them in your classroom, and invite the other teachers to do the same.  

3. Contact the parents.  In my school, important papers go home every Wednesday in specific envelopes that the students have to bring home, and then return to school.  Include a flyer for the Bear Fair, and perhaps another short letter about the Bear Fair.  

4. Get the students excited about the Bear Fair!  At my school, we have morning announcements broadcast on a school district channel.  I have the students reading announcements about the upcoming Bear Fair the last week of October.  Then, they read about the kick-off of the Bear Fair the first day in November.  I keep a running tally of donations in my room (so the students can see it) and I have the weekly total announced on the morning announcements.  

5. Take pictures!  Just before I drop off the donations, I arrange the donations in my classroom (I teach music, so I have them all around the piano- so cute!).  I then take pictures on the digital camera, and I send them to Maggie, and I have the pictures put on our morning announcements.  The students love seeing their donations, and it makes them feel proud knowing that they have done something good for others.  

Any other questions for me, just email me at dcullen@dasd.org.  Thanks for collecting!!!!

Regards, 

Danielle M Cullen

East Ward Elementary School

Downingtown, PA

