What’s New in Academic Affairs?
An Update from the Provost

September 30, 2009

Each year, West Chester University submits a lengthy report to PASSHE describing accomplishments that
support the WCU Plan for Excellence and PASSHE’s system-wide strategic goals. The annual report is known as
the Narrative Assessment Statement/University Performance Plan (NAS/UPP). In this edition of What’s New in
Academic Affairs, I'd like to share with you a very incomplete sample of this year’s NAS/UPP entries describing
some faculty and department achievements from Academic Affairs.

Diversity Transformation Activities

Heather Leaman and Gail Bollin, Early and Middle
Grades Education, and Stephanie Hinson, Counselor
Education, received and are implementing of a
PASSHE Diversity and Equity Grant to assist in the
recruitment and retention of diverse students in
teacher education.

The Multicultural Faculty Commission (MFC) funded
grant opportunities to assist faculty in their research
and scholarship. MFC Grants are highly competitive,
and recipients are chosen through a peer-reviewed
process. The 2009 MFC grants awarded included the
following:

1) Chris Kwame Awuyah, English and co-chair
of the Frederick Douglass Institute,
“Educational Visit to the Frederick Douglass
National Historical Site”

2) Anita Foeman, Communication Studies,
“Advanced Intercultural Communication:
DNA Project”

3) Cynthia Hall, Geology and Astronomy,
“Contamination in Organically and
Conventionally Grown Fruits and Vegetables”

4) John Hanson, English, “Integrating
Newspaper Reading and Writing in Classroom
Instruction”

5) Bessie Lawton, Communication Studies,
“Interracial Couples’ Decisions Regarding
their Children’s Education”

6) Edmundo Morales, Anthropology and
Sociology, “Traditional Hats in the Andean
Region”

7) AnaSanchez, Languages and Cultures,
“Introducing a Unit of Literary Analysis
Spanish 202: The Issue of Race and Culture in
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark
Twain and Cocori by Joaquin Gutierrez”

8) Jerry Williams, Languages and Cultures,
“Eighteenth-Century Oratory and Poetic
Contests in Peru: Bermundez de la Torre and
Peralta Barnuevo”

9) Hyoejin Yoon, English, “The Rhetoric of
Objects: Chinese Femininity and Material
Culture in Nineteenth-Century America”

10) Wei Wei Cai, Early and Middle Grades
Education, “Assessing Intercultural
Development in Students”

11) Lei Zhu, Economics and Finance, “The
Rhetoric of Objects: Chinese Femininity and
Material Culture in Nineteenth-Century
America”

Hannah Ashley, English, continued her work with
Writing Zones, high school writing-center sites that
are also designed to improve access to college
(particularly WCU) by underrepresented students.
During the spring 2009 semester, the program
opened at a third high school in the West Chester
Area School District (Bayard Rustin). Over the 2008-
09 academic year, the program conducted close to
100 classroom sessions and more than 400
individual sessions across the three high schools. Dr.
1



Ashley has also recently been given permission to
open a new site in the Kennett School District.

In December 2008, West Chester University Theatre
held its 9™ Annual Aids Benefit, Broadway
Cares/Equity Fights Aids. The silent auction and
musical revue raised $4,500. Since the benefit
began nine years ago, the members of WCU
University Theatre have contributed more than
$25,000 to the national organization, Broadway
Cares/Equity Fights Aids.

Marc Jacoby, Music Education, and Jean-Christophe
Dobrzelewski, Applied Music, have founded the
Latin Jazz Ensemble, which features a vocalist
recruited from Brazil. Dr. Jacoby and Dr.
Dobrzelewski have also presented a workshop on
integrating music from Hispanic cultures into the
classroom at WCU.

During the week of April 6-10, 2009, Debra Bill,
Health, convened the first bi-national health summit
between Pennsylvania and Guanajuato, Mexico. The
conference, which was held at West Chester
University, was attended by the secretary of health
and the director of public health from the state of
Guanajuato, Mexico. The conference sessions
included a discussion of Latino health issues
affecting both Pennsylvania and Guanajuato and
explored opportunities to work collaboratively to
improve the health and well-being of Latinos in
these areas and, in particular, in Chester County.

The 2nd Annual TESOL/Applied Linguistics/Foreign
Languages (TALFL) Conference, which was held in
February 2009 at the WCU Graduate Business
Center, attracted more than 80 students and
practicing teachers, as well as a delegation from
Universidad Nacional, Costa Rica.

On March 19, 2009, the College of Business and
Public Affairs hosted a panel discussion about
entrepreneurship. The panel consisted of three
women—a lawyer, an investor, and an
entrepreneur—who offered their perspectives as
women. More than 150 students and faculty were in
attendance. The panel was the third in a series of
four 2008-09 events sponsored as a result of a
PASSHE grant and the new Dr. Edwin Cottrell
Entrepreneurial Leadership Center.

Throughout the 2008-09 academic year, the Writing
Center and the Office of Services for Students with
Disabilities (OSSD) worked together to improve the
coordination of services between the Writing Center
and OSSD. One outcome has been training sessions
for tutors on providing writing tutoring to students
with disabilities.

Teacher-Scholar (Human Capital
Transformation) Activities

Three WCU faculty members have been named
current Fulbright Scholars. Virginia Da Costa’s
project is visiting several regions throughout Egypt
to document the training and work of women artists
in such traditional crafts as weaving, quilting,
embroidery, and pottery. For Maureen Knabb, a
cardiovascular physiologist, her Fulbright work
includes teaching and collaborating on a research
project with a colleague at Mexico’s Universidad
Autonoma of San Luis Potosi. Sheri Melton’s
Fulbright activities include teaching graduate courses
in physiology and nutrition and guiding graduate
students in their research on exercise physiology at
the Guru Nanak Dev University, in Amristar, Punjab,
India.

Mildred Joyner, Undergraduate Social Work, is the
new president of the Council on Social Work
Education (CSWE) Board of Directors. The CSWE
accredits the graduate and undergraduate schools of
social work in the U.S., Guam, and the Caribbean.

Nadine Bean, Graduate Social Work, was among 80
selected from a pool of 3,200 to participate in the
Women Rule! leadership training program co-
sponsored by the White House Project and O
magazine.

Jerry Williams, Languages and Cultures, has
published two new books, Peru’s Inquisition on Trial:
The Vindication of Ana de Castro/ La Inquisicion
peruana en tela de juicio: la vindicacion de Ana de
Castro (Bilingual edition, Scripta Humanistica Press,
2008) and Bajo el cielo peruano: the devout world of
Peralta Barnuevo: La galeria de la omnipotencia and
Pasion y triunfo de Christo (co-edited, annotated and
introduced with David F. Slade, University of North
Carolina Press, 2008).



West Chester University physicist Kevin Aptowicz is
part of a team of researchers who are trying to
understand the transition of glass from liquid to
solid. Their work was recently published in the
journal Nature (May 2009).

John Kennedy, Political Science, was a frequent
commentator on the fall 2008 election and appeared
in the Daily Local and Inquirer and on WHYY radio.
Then on April 30, 2009, Dr. Kennedy was interviewed
by the Inquirer regarding President Obama’s first 100
days in office.

Dian Williams, Criminal Justice, has been appointed
editor-in-chief of the Forensic Digest, the e-journal
of the American Institute of Forensic Education.

In January and February 2009, Robert Maggio, Music
Theory and Composition, performed new songs from
his musicals Shall We Dance, with lyricist Kristin
Maloney, and Touchtones, with lyricist Michael
Hollinger, in the BMI Musical Theatre Workshop in
New York City. Also in January, in Tucson, Arizona,
Dr. Maggio attended the world premiere of his
composition “Rain and Ash” (String Quartet No. 2).
At the end of February 2009, he was a guest
composer at the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music.

Eleanor Brown, Psychology, and Heather Leaman,
Early and Middle Grades Education, have been
nominated for the U.S. Professors of the Year
program. Asthe program’s Web site states, “The
U.S. Professors of the Year program salutes the most
outstanding undergraduate instructors in the
country—those who excel in teaching and positively
influence the lives and careers of students”
(http://www.usprofessorsoftheyear.org). The award
winners will be announced in November 2009.

Responsiveness Transformation
Activities

Use of the Francis Harvey Green Library (as
measured by gate count) has increased 11.7%. An
investigation by graduate students in the WCU
Applied Statistics program showed that this increase
is not the result of there being a coffee shop in the
library. Instead, students are using the library
because it is a good place to study and do research.
In 2008-09, the library provided more services to
more people in several important areas:

1) Library information literacy classes increased
by more than 5%.

2) The loan of materials to other libraries
increased by 49%. The loan of materials to
West Chester faculty and students increased
by 36%.

3) The use of reserve materials increased by
12%.

4) The loan of laptops to students increased by
33%.

5) The use of library electronic collections
increased by 59.9%.

The Department of Nursing’s Advance 2 BSN, a
program designed for those individuals with an
existing undergraduate degree, admitted its fourth
cohort in May 2009. The pass rate on the national
licensing exam for the first cohort is 94%.

Following two years’ work by the Counselor
Education faculty and successful completion of a
self-study, a Council for Accreditation of Counseling
and Related Education Programs (CACREP) team
visited campus in April 2009. WCU'’s program
facilities were rated as the best ever seen. Only 13
of 200 competencies were “not met,” an exceptional
achievement for a program seeking initial
accreditation from CACREP. The program will likely
receive national accreditation for two years, with
eight-year accreditation following completion of the
remaining competencies. National accreditation for
the Counselor Education program will enable its
graduates to become certified in more than half of
the United States.

During summer 2009, seven graphing handheld
institutes were sponsored under the aegis of the
WCU Teachers Teaching with Technology Pre-
service/In-service Training Program. The institutes
included Algebra I, Algebra I, Statistics, the TI-
Navigator, Pre-calculus, Geometry, and Dealing with
Data. Participants employed several different Texas
Instruments graphing handhelds and other
technology. All workshops were available for Act 48
hours. Over the past 15 years, more than 2,000
teachers, administrators, and college professors
have attended one or more such technology
workshops. About half of the past participants have
been Pennsylvania residents, while the others have
been from other states or, in a few cases, countries.
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Effective this semester, the new names of the
College of Education departments are as follows:
9 Department of Counselor Education
1 Department of Early and Middle Grades
Education
1 Department of Foundational Studies in
Education
1 Department of Literacy
9 Department of Special Education

Xiaowei (Linda) Zhu, Management, received an
Overseas Young Chinese Forum short-term teaching
fellowship to teach a short course at the
Southwestern University of Finance and Economics
in China and to conduct research with faculty
members there during the summer of 2009.

WCU is one of a handful of institutions nationwide
without a medical school accredited to offer
continuing medical education credits to physicians.
This past year, CME/CEUs were awarded for the
Annual Integrative Health Conference, ongoing
Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction Workshops, and
other one-time workshops and conferences.

In June 2009, faculty and students from the
University’s College of Business and Public Affairs
met with Houda Ezra Nonoo, the Kingdom of
Bahrain’s first female ambassador and the first
Jewish ambassador of an Arab country. The
ambassador answered questions from business
students about international affairs, general and
international politics, and economics in the Persian
Gulf. Ambassador Nonoo was accompanied by Rose
Sager, trade representative of the Kingdom of
Bahrain to the United States.

Paul Morgan, Foundational Studies in Education,
prepared and gained approval for two certificate
programs in education for sustainability. These
certificate programs (one at the undergraduate level
and the other at the graduate level) will enable WCU
education graduates to teach environmentally
sustainable principles in the classroom and promote
environmental changes in the school and
community.

In April 2009, the University dedicated an outdoor
d Of I & &nNiR &ft§ard between Merion
Science Center and Schmucker Science Center.
Designated as a special habitat by Audubon-PA and

the National Wildlife Federation, the site features
native plants that attract birds and butterflies and
increase the biological diversity on campus. The new
learning area complements the University’s primary
ecological resource, the Gordon Natural Area, which
also serves as an outdoor classroom. Faculty artist
Henry Loustau installed a bronze kinetic sculpture as
part of the outdoor classroom.

Resourcefulness Transformation
Activities

The Office of Financial Aid expanded the online
processing of alternative loans, eliminating paper
certification forms and reducing the time between
the certification and receipt of funds. In addition,
Administrative Computing assisted Financial Aid in
defining and setting up customized Search/Match
criteria for loading Institutional Student Information
Record (ISIR) files, which summarize information
submitted on a student's Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form. This
improvement allows Financial Aid to have
customized criteria and to reduce greatly the
number of records held in suspense for manual
processing.

In early spring 2009, thew S 3 A & (i NI N &
transcript-request process was improved to enable
batch requests. Transcript processing time was
decreased by 50%, thus providing improved student
and alumni service. Administrative Computing also
developed a process to post transfer course credits
automatically when a student matriculates, again
improving processing time and student service.

In January 2009, Diane Santori, Literacy, received a
$20,000 grant from the National Writing Project to
explore middle-grade students' writing development
and disposition towards writing. Dr. Santori is
working on the grant with Heather Schugar, Literacy,
and colleagues from the Philadelphia Writing Project
at the University of Pennsylvania. Together they are
collecting data in five Philadelphia public schools.

Xin Fan, Biology, was awarded $120,984 from the
American Heart Association for her research
proposal entitled “AHA Great Rivers Affiliate:
Phosphorycholine Modification of LPS in
Haemophilus Influenza Pathogenesis.”
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The library added more than 500,000 electronic
books in the past year. In addition to adding
collections of e-books for computer science, nursing,
chemistry, and general reference, the library has
purchased Internet access to all the books printed in
England before 1800, all the books printed in the
U.S. before 1825, and all the publications of the U.S.
Congress from 1789 to 2003.

Student Success Transformation
Activities

The following were among the 2008-09 activities of
the Student Retention Committee, under the
leadership of Idna Corbett, dean of undergraduate
studies and student support services:

1) The First-to-Second Year Retention
Committee investigated data and identified
trends in academic, financial, and
engagement issues for students.

2) Presentations about student retention
included those given for the Faculty Senate,
the President’s Council, the Student
Government Association, the Frederick
Douglass Society, the Division of Student
Affairs, and various academic departments.

3) The University Web site was reviewed and
recommendations for modification given.

WCU'’s student a cappella singing group, the
Gracenotes, competed in a national competition
held by musical artist Ben Folds to benefit the VH1
Save the Music Foundation through the creation of a
CD album. Two hundred and fifty a cappella singing
groups from the nation auditioned, and only 14 were
chosen by Mr. Folds, including WCU’s Gracenotes.
The competition and recording are featured in the
March 13, 2009, issue of the Chronicle of Higher
Education
(http://chronicle.texterity.com/chroniclesample/200
90313-sample/?pg=6).

May 2009 theatre graduate Andrew Lowy won the
National Award for Dramaturgy two years in a row
from the American College Theatre Festival.

WCU accounting students Mark Ryan and Jessica
Callahan won first and second place, respectively, in
the Philadelphia Chapter of the Institute of Internal
Auditors Paper Award. The awards were given at

Philadelphia’s Downtown Club in April 2009. For
summer 2008, fall 2008, and spring 2009, 73% (131
out of 181) of the students in ACC 303 (Cost
Accounting I) published their accounting papers in
refereed online journals. The titles included, for
example, “Seven Accounting Tips to Help Your
Business,” “Obesity and Its Cost on the Healthcare
System,” “White Collar Crime and Its Effects on
Consumers,” and “Rising Food Costs Force
Restaurants to Consider Cost Control Management.
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For this year’s national chapter competition, the
Institute of Management Accountants (IMA) has
ranked WCU’s chapter (only formed a year ago) as
#1 in the nation in the Warner Division. The ranking
is based on growth, members who passed the CPA
exam, and educational and service opportunities.
The IMA Web site currently features a slideshow of
WCU faculty and students at the awards ceremony
(http://imawestchesterpa.org/default.aspx).

Undergraduate social work major Katie Kirszenblat
was selected to present her service-learning project,
Bringing Elders and Students Together (BEST), to the
PASSHE chancellor in April 2009. The ongoing
project pairs WCU students with elders who live
independently. The students learn how to interview
and create ecomaps, genograms, and (if the
interviewee wishes) a medical timeline. The
materials generated are given to the elder at the end
of the project.

The Academic Development Program held its 21%
Annual Spring Awards Convention in February 2009.
Almost three hundred ADP students received awards
in numerous categories, including eight students
who received the Paulette Bailey Spirit Award. Also
recognized were 83 graduates from the past year,
the largest number ever in a calendar year. In
addition, 43 students were initiated into the Chi
Alpha Epsilon honor society for developmental
students.

Thenextissueof2 KI 1Qa bSg AY
will highlight collaborative faculty-student research
and scholarship. If you have a project that you
would like to have included, please send a
description (one or two paragraphs by 10/13) to
Winnie Hayek at whayek@wcupa.edu.
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